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Obscenity  laws 
&  the  uses 


of  sexual  guilt 


by  Gerald  Hannon 

Item:  Issue  18  of  The  Body 
Politic  is  ordered  removed  from 
the  stands  by  the  Toronto 
Morality  Squad 

Item  Macmillans  of  Canada 
is  informed  by  York  Crown 
Attorney  Peter  Rickaby  that  it  it 
attempts  to  market  Show  Met,  a 
new  sen-ed  took  for  children 
and  the"  parents  it  will  be 
charged  with  distributing  ob- 
scene matenal 

Item  The  Body  Politic  re- 
ceives an  unusual  amount  of 
mail  commenting  on  its  decision 
to  publish  the  Harold  Hedd 
comic  strip  About  50%  of  the 
letters  suggest  that  we  gol  what 
we  deserved  -  "il  you  insist  on 
publishing  dirt,  you've  got  to 
(ace  the  consequences." 

Unrelated  items?  I  don't  think 
SO  Yet  it  would  not  astonish  me 
it  the  hall  dozen  or  so  readers 
who  thought  The  Body  Politic 
justly  confiscated  saw  little  slm- 
■tarity  between  our  plight  and  the 
current  luss  over  Show  Mel  On 
the  one  hand,  they  would  argue, 
you  have  a  serious  book  pro- 
duced by  a  noted  author  and 
photographer;  a  book  which  is 
trying  to  enlighten  in  a  well.  yes. 
explicit,  but  certainly  responsible 
way  On  the  other  hand,  you 
have  a  crudely  drawn  comic 
strip  which  seems  to  devote  an 
inordinate  number  of  frames  to 
close-ups  of  cocks  being 
sucked.  No  respectable  doctor's 
name  in  the  by-line  Very  def- 
initely appealing  to  prurient  in- 
terests Obscene 

It's  a  common  enough  view- 
point these  days.  You  can  depict 
or  describe  most  anything  it  it's 
educational,  or  "artistic ",  or  has 
redeeming  social  value,  or  con- 
tributes to  the  public  good  -  the 
expression  vanes  from  jurisdiction  to  |uns- 
diciion.  but  the  meaning  Is  always  clear:  if 
the  material  exists  tor  no  other  reason  than 
to  sexually  stimulate,  it  Is  harmful  and  dan- 
gerous and  should  be  banned  Yet  to  my 
knowledge,  there  has  never  been  a  single 
responsible  study  which  has  shown  that 
free  access  to  so-called  "obscene"  mat- 
erials leads  directly  or  indirectly  to  socially 
disruptive  acts  I  quote  the  doctors  Kron- 
hausen.  American  researchers  in  the  field: 
.  what  scientific  opinion  has  been 
voiced  on  the  subject  only  supports  our 
ti  impression  that  there  is  little  positive 
correlation  between  the  reading  of  erotic 
material  {or  the  viewing  of  pictorial  mat- 
enai) and  overt  anti-social  acts "  Com- 
n  sense  lends  credence.  If  doing  ft  is 
generally  conceded  to  be  one  of  your  great 
human  experiences,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why 
reading  about  or  looking  at  it  should  have 
such  dire  consequences.  It  is  like  expect - 
_  is  to  believe  that  though  fine  dining  is  a 
pleasurable  and  socially  valuable  exper- 
ience, pictures  of  a  well  appointed  table 
mghl  provoke  aberrant  and  hungry  hordes 
to  plunder  the  local  deli 

Nonetheless,  the  impression  remains 
(and  sustains  the  legal  structure)  thai 
certain  depictions  of  sexual  activities  are 
obscene   Thai  way  madness  lies  -  tor  the 


next  logical  step  is  to  try  and  define 
(sufficiently  clearly  not  to  make  legislation 
laughably  vague)  exactly  which  of  the 
many  permutations  of  sexual  congress  can 
be  depicted  with  impunity.  Most  discus- 
sions of  obscenity  stride  purposefully  into 
that  morass  We  shall  not.  Else  we  might 
be  in  the  position  ol  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  in  having  drawn  up  a 
document  so  initiating  as  to  be  indictable! 
The  real  question  is  whether  there  should 
be  any  laws  restricting  what  people  can  see 
and  read.  Since  there  are.  one  can  sately 
assume  that  they  are  there  tor  a  reason; 
that  something  is  at  stake.  What? 

We  can  thank  Ontario  Premier  Bill  Davis 
for  the  answer  to  that  one.  It  has  been  quite 
clear  to  everyone,  even  the  commentators 
in  the  daily  press,  that  the  recent  purity 
putsch  simply  means  that  the  Conservative 
Government  in  Ontario  is  in  trouble,  and 
has  cynically  chosen  the  moral  re-arma- 
ment/law -and-order  option  open  to 
governments  failing  at  the  polls.  In  other 
words,  it  was  a  political  decision ;  a  decision 
which  dearly  has  nothing  to  do  with  what 
effect  body  rub  parlours,  or  sex-ed  books, 
or  raunchy  comic  strips  may  or  may  not 
have  on  society  It  is  a  decision  the  Conser- 
vatives hope  will  persuade  people  to  vote 
for  Ihem  this  (an  Simple  as  that.  Is  it  such  a 


step  then,  to  wonder  whether  all  decisions 
to  prosecute  material  under  the  ob- 
scenity laws  are  merely  political  options 
selected  as  circumstances  require?  Es- 
pecially when  there  seems  to  be  not  a 
shred  of  evidence  to  suggest  that  society  is 
likely  to  crumble  should  people  have  free 
access  to  erotic  materials,  hard  core"  or 
otherwise7 

Not  in  every  case  will  it  be  as  dear  as  it 
has  been  in  Ontario  recently  to  see  what 
the  powers  that  be  have  to  gain  from  the 
suppression  of  "pornography".  Yet  in  each 
case  government  gains  something  And  at 
our  expense 

Ours  is  a  Judec-Chrisban  society.  That 
is  important  lo  remember  in  this  context, 
because  it  government''  has  an  interest  in 
suppressing  erotic  matenai,  it  simply  ex- 
ploits a  tendency  already  Latent  in  our  cul- 
ture Our  religions,  and  the  dominant 
philosophical  traditions  of  the  last  few  thou- 
sand years,  stress  the  mind- spin Vbody 
dichotomy  The  former  is  "higher",  mote 
valuable,  its  cultivation  more  worthy  and 
beneficial  The  body  is  "lower  .  untrust- 
worthy, full  of  hungers  and  demands  which 
make  the  perfection  of  the  "spirit'  more 
difficult  That  assumption  operates  m  all  of 
us  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  -  il  is  the 
philosophical  ground  of  our  existence 


In  its  most  banal  and  piil- 
tul  form  it  is  prudishness  -  a 
simple-minded  and  torment  ed 
horror  of  anything  physical,  a 
negation  of  exuberance,  a  mer- 
ciless tilling  of  the  "spiritual  To 
the  more  sophisticated  il 
prompts  the  differentiation  be- 
tween good  and  bad  taste 
Good  taste  is  when  the  camera 
pans  from  the  love-making  (not 
screwing)  couple  to  vistas  Of 
wild  flowers  or  gulls  squawk- 
ing over  desened  beaches,  or 
whatever  visual  metaphor  the 
director  chooses  to  demons- 
trate that  this  sexual  episode  is 
after  all  pan  of  the  great  spiritual 
scheme  ol  nature  Good  taste  Is 
explicit  pictures  of  two  very  non< 
sweat  people  "making  love' 
with  an  accompanying  text 
about  responsibility  (in  esseno 
Show  Mel)  Bad  taste  is  le: 
fechnlcally  proficient  photi 
graphic  work  without  the  ten 
Without  anything  lo  suggest  ihal 
the  rampaging  physical  ity  ol  it  all 
Is  redeemed  by  a  desire  to  Ins- 
truct or  uplift.  I  suppose  the  ul- 
timate refinement  of  this  attitude 
was  contained  in  an  essay  on 
obscenity  that  I  encountered 
noted  philosophical  Journal  The 
author  conceded  the  ludicrous 
nature  of  most  ol  the  arguments 
developed  to  justify  the  sup- 
pression ot  erotic  materials.  He 
went  so  far  as  to  declare  that 
"pornography"  should  be  avail- 
able to  all  And  yet  ...  there 
followed  a  long,  liberal  sigh  of 
regret  Regret  for  the  inevitable 
"cheapening"  of  the  ad  of  love 
which  must  surely  follow,  stnp- 
ped  forever  of  Its  mystery  No 
longer  the  ultimate  experience 
between  a  man  and  a  woman 
(Other  combinations  were  not 
considered  }  Just  one  more  or- 
dinary ad  in  the  ordinary  ritual  of 
Irving.  In  the  final  analysis  what  we  have 
here  is  the  prude  who  has  gone  lo  college 
what  is  clearfy  an  aversion  to  the  merely 
physical  has  been  dressed  up  as  regret  for 
the  passing  ot  the  sacramental  from  the 
field  of  human  relationships 

Guilt.  More  specifically,  sexual  guilt.  It 
douds  the  sexual  dreams  and  fantasies  ol 
the  western  world  It  is  a  direct  result  ot  the 
mind/body  fallacy  because  mind  is  never 
quite  convinced  that  what  body  is  doing  is 
suffidently  mind-oriented  to  be  defensible 
Government  enters  here.  It  is  in  the 
interests  of  every  totalitarian  government 
to  have  the  populace  benumbed  by  an 
enervating  energy  and  pervasive  sense  of 
guilt  -  not  |ust  in  sexual  matters,  of  course 
Guilt  tor  not  having  one's  "papers"  in  order 
Guilt  for  being  on  the  street  loo  late  at  night. 
even  though  one  may  have  a  perfectly 
legitimate  reason  tor  being  there  And  so 
on  (We  do  not  live  In  a  totalitarian  r  " 
We  live  in  an  indpiently  totalitarian  state 
that  has  memorized  the  techniques  of 
repression  and  uses  them  whenever 
necessary  Quebec,  for  example,  m  O 
lober  of  1970  The  jury  venfc*  reversal 
the  Morgentaler  case  ) 

The  maintenance  ol  an  atmosphere  of 
sexual  guilt  is  the  major  political  reason  lor 
the  presence  and  enforcement  of  obacen- 
onpeg*  i* 
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One  struggle 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Conference 
held  in  Ottawa  at  the  end  of  June 
accomplished  even  more  than  its 
hard-working  organizers  had  hoped. 
Delegates  not  only  reached  a  consen- 
sus on  a  comprehensive  ten-point 
programme  for  the  newly  formed  Na- 
tional Gay  Rights  Coalition,  but  al- 
so dealt  wisely  with  the  controvers- 
ial issue  of  age  of  consent. 

The  Body  Politic  endorses  the  de- 
mands hammered  out  at  the  confer- 
ence, demands  which  cover  the  major 
areas  of  discrimination  in  housing, 
employment  and  law  enforcement. 

The  arguments  which  convinced  the 
majority  of  the  delegates  to  vote 
for  revocation  of  all  age-of-consent 
laws  must  now  be  repeated  and  ex- 
panded upon  for  the  education  of  the 
rest  of  the  gay  community.  For  many 
have  called  the  concern  for  the  sex- 
ual rights  of  youth  peripheral  to 
the  fight  for  gay  rights. 

We  must  see  that  sexual  liberation 
in  one  area  cannot  be  easily  separa- 
ted from  liberation  in  another.  A 
letter  printed  elsewhere  in  this  is- 
sue, for  example,  questions  the  re- 
levance of  abortion  to  gay  rights. 
Why,  it  asks,  did  the  national  con- 
ference pass  a  resolution  supporting 
Dt  Henry  Morgentaler  and  calling  for 
his  immediate  release? 

Let  the  preamble  to  the  resolution 
answer:  "the  same  Criminal  Code  that 
attempts  to  legislate  the  behaviour 
of  homosexuals  also  seeks  to  impose 
restrictions  on  the  sexual  expres- 
sion of  the  entire  female  population 
by  outlawing  abortion  except  under 
the  most  restrictive  conditions." 

Dr  Morgentaler  has  fought  coura- 
geously for  the  rights  of  women  and 
he  has  been  punished  for  it.  That  he 
remains  in  custody  after  being  ac- 
quitted by  two  juries  is  a  grotesque 
injustice. 

Sexual  freedom  for  youth,  for  wo- 
men, for  gays--these  are  all  part  of 
the  same  struggle.  We  can  ill  afford 
to  ignore  their  interconnection.  The 
same  elements  in  our  society  conspire 
to  control  us  all. 


War  on  sin 

Election  time  in  Ontario  is  here. 
The  periodic  orgy  of  circuses  and 
demagogy  to  decide  which  interest 
group  can  fool  more  people  on  vo- 
ting day. 

The  Big  Blue  Machine  is  worried. 
It  is  looking  for  an  issue.  Not 
that  there  aren't  real  issues  around, 
mind  you  —  unemployment,  city  dete- 
rioration, northern  underdevelop- 
ment, education,  pollution... 

The  problem  is  that  the  Slue  Ma- 
chine has  been  in  power  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  It's  hard  to 
find  someone  to  blame  things  on  when 
you've  been  the  ones  in  charge.  As 
well,  Bill  Davis's  youthful  and  dy- 
namic image  is  becoming  tarnished, 
seedy  even.  The  smell  of  rotten 
porkbarrel  hangs  in  the  air  of 
Queen's  Park. 


But  Bill  Davis  hasn't  been  in  pol- 
itics that  long  for  nothing. 
».ell  aware  of  the  last  card  of  the 
hard-pressed  conservative  politician 
™  sin. 

And  for  those  of  you  who  haven't 
studied  primitive  psychology:  for 
Bill  Davis  and  his  kind,  sin  means 
one  thing  only  --  sex. 

It's  a  clever  trump  card.  No  one 
could  blame  sex  on  Bill  Davis.  Few 
people  even  imagine  most  of  the  Con- 
servative cabinet  to  be  capable  of 
it.  So  William  dons  his  shiny  white 
armour  and  tilts  toward  Vonge  Street. 

If  it  were  just  an  attack  on  the 
seamier  side  of  Yonge  St.'s  exploi- 
tation of  the  loneliness  and  sexual 
frustration  of  Torontonians.  we 
might  be  inclined  to  sit  back  and 
watch  the  show. 

Unfortunately,  it's  much  more  dan- 
gerous. Davis's  crusade  against 
sinful  sex  will  in  the  long  run  pro- 
bably do  very  little  about  body-rub 
parlours  or  the  rest.  After  all, 
body-rub  owners  are  just  clever  ca- 
pitalist entrepeneurs  who  pay 'their 
taxes  like  any  honest  conservative. 

The  problem  is  how  the  crusade 
will  really  be  used.  Censorship, 
police  harassment  of  bookstore  own- 
ers and  attacks  on  the  gay  community 
are  the  only  likely  outcome  of  such 
politics. 

Mr.  Davis  may  not  be  able  to  find 
a  scapegoat  for  the  real  problems 
plaguing  the  people  of  Ontario. 
But  if  he  can  work  up  enough  hysteria 
about  sin  and  sex  and  blame  that 
on  homosexuals  and  prostitutes,  he 
may  be  able  to  squeak  through  this 
fall  election. 

The  Body  Politic  has  already  felt 
the  first  squeeze  of  Davis's  law  and 
order  and  old-time  religion  tactics 
with  the  censure  of  issue  18.  What 
the  rest  of  the  community  may  suffer 
before  the  election  will  probably 
depend  on  how  scared  the  Conserva- 
tives are  running. 

Somebody  once  said  you  can't  fool 
all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time. 
The  Conservatives  are  lucky.  They 
only  have  to  do  it  once  every  four 
years. 


Letters 


More  on  Cuba 

It  was  only  after  considerable 
soul-searching  that  I  decided  to 
write  —  openly  and  with  anger  -- 
about  the  oppression  of  gay  people 
in  Cuba.   Unlike  John  Southin,  I 
could  not  in  good  conscience  continue 
to  work  quietly,  behind  the  scenes, 
nor  could  I  accept  any  longer  rigid 
notions  about  what  was  or  was  not 
"The  Revolution".  Nor  do  I  believe 
that  my  residence  in  the  Lfnited 
St?tes  of  America  requires  me  to  be 
silent  about  the  oppression  of  gay 
people  in  the  Third  World  countries. 
I  studied  and  admired  the  Cuban  Revo- 
lution for  many  years,  and  one  thing 
I  learned  uas   the  value  of  honesty 
and  the  importance  of  commitment  to 
struggle.   For  me,  what  I  have  writ- 
ten about  the  oppression  of  gay  peo- 
ple in  Cuba  is  as  honest  as  I  can 

:nued  on  page  28 
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Third  national  conference 
launches  gay  rights  coalition 
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Gay  men  and  women  from  all  across  Canada 
gathered  in  the  University  of  Ottawa's   Faut- 
eux  Hall    last  Dominion  Day  weekend   (June  27- 
30)   for  the  purpose  of  founding  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition   (NGRC) .     When  the  first 
session  of  the  National  Cay  Rights  Confer- 
ence cane  to  order  on  June  27,   it  was  appar- 
ent  that   the   conference  was   the    largest   and 
most  geographically  representative  meeting 
of  gays   ever  to  take  place   in  Canada.    And  by 
the   time   the   conference  adjourned   three   days 
later,   it  had  also  established  itself  as  the 
most  militant  gathering  of  the  gay  movement 
to  date. 

About  two  hundred  people  took  part  in  the 
conference,  which  included  caucuses,  work- 
shops,  street  theatre,   and  a  demonstration 
on  Parliament  Hill.     The  more  than  ISO  reg- 
istered participants  represented  almost 
every  city  in  Canada.      In  addition  to  the 
predictably  large  attendance  from  Ontario 
and  Quebec,    the  western  provinces  were 
strongly  represented  and  the   first  Atlantic 
provinces  contingent  ever  to  attend  a  nat- 
ional  conference   included  delegates    from 
St.  John's,   Halifax,   and  Fredericton. 

The  structure  and  agenda  of  the  confer- 
ence, which  was  organised  by  Gays  of  Ottawa, 
played  a  large  part  in  the  nilitiiation  of 
the  participants.     Among  the  many  workshops 
planned  in  advance  were  several  which  were 
intended  to  allow  informed  discussion  of 
issues   relevant   to  the   formulation   of  the 
prograno.-   of  NGRC,    such   as   the  defence  of 
John  Daaicn  and  the  controversial  agc-of- 
consent  question.      In  these  workshops,  ac- 
tivist conference  participants  were  able  to 
influence   sonc   conservative  elements,   draw- 
ing them  forward  and  into  a  militant 
perspective.     The  success  of  this  strategem 
■as  illustrated  by  the  debate  around  the 
volatile  age-of-consent   issue  which   tool; 


place  in  a  special  session  of  delegates 
called  to  adopt  the  structure  and  programme 
of  the  NGRC. 


Volatile  issue 


The  law  presently  sets  the  age  of  consent 
for  heterosexual  activity  at   IE  generally, 
and  as  low  as   14  in  special   circumstances. 
But  the  legal   age  of  consent  for  homo- 
sexual activity  is  21.  The  removal  of  this 
discriminatory  difference   is   a   long-stand- 
ing demand  of  the  gay  movement.     However, 
there  has  been  disagreement  within  the 
movement   on   the   character  of   law   reform   in 
this  area. 

Militant   gay   organizations,    led  by   the 
Vancouver  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
(GATE),    maintain   that   the  gay   oovement  must 
demand  the  abolition  of  age-of- consent   laws. 
They  point   out   that   such   laws   attempt   to 
deprive  younger  gays   of  the   sexual   use  of 
their  own  bodies,   in  much  the  sane  way  as 
the   law,  before  being  reformed  in  1969, 
negated  the  right  of  homosexuals  and  les- 
bians to  enjoy  sexual  activities.  The 
militants  argue  that  the  gay  movement  must 
uphold  the  rights  of  all  gay  people,  not 
just  the  rights  of  those  above  a  certain 
age  determined  by  lawmakers. 

Conservatives  in  the  movement,  on  the 
other  hand,   have  argued  that  gays  should 
demand  a  uniform  age  of  consen;,   that   is, 
a  single  age  of  consent,   enshrined  in  law, 
which  would  govern  all  sexual  acti 
whether  heterosexual  or  homosexual.   Relying 
on  the  unscientific  assertion  that  seTt»] 
activity   oT  any  kind   is   harmful    "•  p»— I: 
below  a  certain  age,   some  supporters  of  a 
uniform  age  of 


law  is  both   legitimate  and  necessary. 
Others   express   support    in  principle   for  the 
abolition  of  all  age  of  consent   laws,   but 
argue  that     to  make  such  a  demand  at  the 
present  time  would  simply  cater  to  the 
stereotyping  of  gays  as  childmolcstcrs. 
These  people  support  the  demand  for  a  uni- 
form age  of  consent   out   of  political   exped- 

The  first  serious  clash  between  these  two 
opposing  views  took  place  in  the  fall  of 
1973,   when   the  Toronto  Gay  Alliance  Toward* 
Equality   (GATE),   on  behalf  of  the  National 
Gay  Election  Coalition,  was  preparing  a 
questionnaire  on  gay  issues  to  be  mailed  to 
all   candidates  in  the  anticipated  1974  fed- 
eral election.   The  question  whether  candi- 
dates should  be  asked  to  support  a  uniform 
age-of-consent  law  or  the  abolition  of  age- 
of-consent  laws  produced  a  bitter  but  in- 
conclusive exchange  between  the  Community 
Homophile  Association  of  Toronto  and  Van- 
couver GATE.   The  issue  was  not  resolved  and 
the  questionnaire  in  its  final   form  asked 
candidates  to  support  either  of  the  two  po 

Anticipating  a  prolonged  and  heated  de- 
bate around  the  question  of  which  position 
NCRC  should  adopt  on  the  issue,   the  Ottawa 
conference  organizers  planned  a  workshop 
which  would  discuss  it  and  make  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  conference.    Because  many 
conservative  delegates  chose  to  attend  oth- 
er workshops  scheduled  for  the  same  period, 
supporters  of  the  abolition  of  age-of- 
consent   laws  enjoyed  a  stronger  position  in 
the  workshop   than   they   did   in   the   conference 
as  a  whole.  During  the  three-hour  discus- 
sion, significant  inroads  were  made  in  the 
forces  which  opposed  abolition.   The  Commun- 
ity Homophile  Association  of  Toronto,   for 
example,  was  won  over  to  the  almli;      
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i    mi,  the  wort) hop  voted  *ub- 
'trout   of   rvcceamending   the 
•olltlon  of  agc-of-consent    laws  a*  the  of 
claj  M3»c  pet 


Coalition  programme 
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June  29  to  consider  proposals  for  the 
itructure  and  programme  of  HGRC.    When   the 
delegates   took   up  The   ejttcr^of   the  COBII- 
■■-ijmds,    ■  Motion  was  placed  on   the 
floor  to  accept  the  rocommendat  101, 
age -of- consent   workshop.    Because  of  the  un 

,i  iraclcr  of   the  workshop 
mentioned  above,    the  acceptance  of  the  rc- 
commendation  was   far  from   certain.    The 
forces  favouring  acceptance  were  led  by 
Vancouver  GATE,   while  opposition  was   heauci 
up  by   the  Ottawa  branch   of   the  Metropolit 
Coonunlty  Church.    During   the  debate,    it   M 
clear   that   many  wavering  delegates  were   d 
elding  In  favour  of  abolition  of  the  agc- 
of-conscnt  laws.   Windsor  Cay  Unity  repre- 
sentative Harold  Desmarais  probably  spoke 
for  many  others   when   he   observed:    "We're 
going   to  be   hit  with   this   child-taolcster 


I   what 


!   do.    I 
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support  abolition". 

a  brief  but  moving  speech,  one  of  the 
younger  conference  delegates,  the  represen- 
tative of  the   usually  conservative   Homo- 

i  of  London  Ontario,   said: 
"yesterday,    in   the  workshop,    I    argued   a- 
llnat  the  abolition  of  the  age-of-consent 
iws.    But   later  in  the  evening,    I  phoned  my 
>ver  in   London.    Ho   thought   I   should  vote 
1  favour  of  abolition.    My  lover  Is   lb;    if 
:  hadn't  been  for  him,    1  would  still  be  in 
le  closet.    I   will   vote   for  the   abolition 
F  all  age-of-consent  laws.    1  know  the  ar- 
guments against  this,   but   I   feel   that   it  Is 
right".  This  proved  to  be  the  turning  point 
in  the  debate.   Just  before  the  vote,    chair- 
person uavid  Garmaiso  called  for  a  brief 
recess.   When  the  session  resumed  ten  min- 
utes  later,    the  room  was   tense   but   quiot. 
The  chair  ordered  a  roll-call  vote  because 
of  the   controversial   nature   of   the   question 
about  to  be  docided.  Halfway  through  the 
vote,   it  was  clear  that  tho  motion  would 
carry,   and  when  the  voting  was  completed, 
the  delegates   had  gone   in   favour  of  demund- 
>  all  age-of-consent  Icgisla- 
■gin  of  more  than  two  to  one. 
A  round  of  applause  greeted  the  announce- 
ment of  the  results  of  the  vote. 

The  special  HGRC  session  adopted  a  demo- 
cratic structure  and  a  ten-point  programme 
for  the  national  coalition.   At  the  request 
of  the  conference  women's  caucus,    the  NGRC 
icludcs  a  permanent  Women's  Caucus  to  re- 
*scnt  the  particular  interests  of  lesbi- 
is.    It  was  decided  that   the  primary  focus 
of  tho  coalition  for  the  present  time  would 
be   the   campaign   to   force   changes   in   the    Im- 


migration Act.    In   accordance  with   a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  last  year's  national  confer- 
ence,  the  NGRC  Statement  of  Principles  re- 
cognizes public  struggle  as  the  principle 
means  of  securing  its  demands. 


Enthusiastic  march 

The  vote  on  the  age-of-consent  question 
revealed   a  militant  mood  which   dominated   the 
final  two  days  of  the  conference  and  reached 
its  poak  in  a  gay  rights  march  on  the  even- 
ing of  Juno   29.      At    last   yeor's   national 
conference   in   Winnipeg,    a   s.gnificant   block 
of  delegates  objected  to  the   inclusion  of  a 
march  on   the  Manitoba   legislature   in   tho 
conference  agenda  and  declined   to  partici- 
pate.   The  Ottawa  march,   by   contrast,    pro- 
duced no  such  questioning  of  the  value  of 
public  demonstrations.     About  2S0  people, 
including  conference  participants  and  local 
gays,   joined  In  the  march  which  wound 
through  the  capital   from  the  Supreme  Court 
to  Parliament   Hill.      The   enthusiastic   and 
raucous  marchers  chanted  slogans  in  both 
national    languages:   Gay  Rights  Now!,   Gais, 
exigcons  nos  droits!,   Gays  must  control 
their  fate,  not  the  church  and  not  the  state! 
and  Gais,   femmes,   dans   les  rues!     At  the 
Parliament  buildings,    the  marchers   rallied 
to  hear  brief  addresses  by  speakers  from 
Vancouver,   Saskatoon,   Waterloo,   Toronto, 
Montreal   and  Halifax.      Finally,    the   NCRC  de- 
mands were  read  out  in  French  and  English, 
each  one  followed  by  chants  and  applause 
from  the  marchers.     The  demonstration  ended 
with  a  circle  dance  in  front  of  : 


NGRC  demands 
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1.  Ke  demand  the  inclusion  of  the 
"sexual  orientation"  in  the  Canadii 
of  Kights  and  the  strengthening  of  the 
Gill  of  Kights  to  effectively  protect 
individual   and  minority   rights. 

2.  We  demand  an   end   to  discrimination 
against  homosexuals  in  all  branches  of 
the  federal  government,    including  the 
Civil  Service,  Armed  Forces  and  R.C.M.P. 
and   that    sexual   orientation   not  be   a  cri 
tcrion   in  determining   security   clearance 
Moreover,  we  demand  that  all   federal  de- 
partments  publicly  adopt   and   implement 
policies  prohibiting  discrimination  with 
respect  to  sexual  orientation. 

3.  We  demand  measures  which  would  pro- 
hibit the  possibility  of  discrimination 
against  any  gay  person  or  persons  by  rea 
son  of  sexual  orientation  or  marital  sta 
tus  in  public  housing  and  the  financing 
of  such  housing  by  the  Central  Mortgage 
and  Housing  Corporation. 

4.  Ke  demand  the  implementation  of  Sec- 
tion 61  of  the  1966  White  Paper  on  lmmig 
ration  which  recommends  the  deletion  of 
references  to  homosexuals  and  "homosex- 
ualism" from  the   Immigration  Act. 

5.  We  denand  that  Section  149  (Indecent 


Assault  on  Female),  1SS  (Buggery  and  Bes- 
tiality), 156  (Indecent  Assault  on  Male), 
and  157  (Gross  Indecency)  be  removed  from 
the  Criminal  Code;  and  that  coercion, 
clearly  defined,  be  established  as  the 
sole  criterion  for  punishable  sexual  of- 
fences. 

6.  Wb  demand   the   abolition  of  all    age 
of  consent  laws. 

7.  Ke  demand  that  all  references  to  ho- 
mosexuality be  removed  from  the  Divorce 
Act. 

8.  Ke  demand  that  homosexual  parents  not 
be  denied  custody  of  their  children  pn 
the  grounds  of  their  sexual  orientation; 
and   furthermore  that  parents  not  be  de- 
nied custody  of  their  children  on  the 
grounds  of  homosexual  unions. 

9.  We  demand  an  end  to  the  use  of  aver- 
sion therapy  on  homosexual  prisoners  in 
Federal  Penitentiaries,  and  that  the  So- 
licitor-General repudiate  the  policy  of 
"no  aversion   therapy   --   no  parole." 

10.  Ke  demand   that    legislation  which 
provides  for  indefinite  confinement  of 
"dangerous   sexual   offenders"  be   repealed; 
and  that  all  cases  of  such  indefinite 
confinement   be   immediately   reviewed  accor- 
dingly. 


ted    line    of   NDUAtiOS. 

Media  coverage  of  the  pi 
segment  of  the  CBC  late  c 
news  m   devoted   to  the  march,    reporting   the 
formation  of  NGRC  and   correctly   emphasising 
its   demand   for  changes   in   the    Immigration 
Act,    tying   this   into   the  national   debate   on 
immigration  policy.     The  success  of  the 
march   in   capturing   the   attention   of  the   na- 
tional  media  was  of   inestimable   value   to 
the   gay  movement.   The  CBC  national   news   has 
an  audience  of  millions,    among  whom  number 
many   thousands  of  gays  who,    because  of  the 
coverage  of  the   gay   rights   march,    <irc   now 
aware  that  homosexuals  and  lesbians  are 
fighting  for  their  rights. 

The  potentially  galvanizing  effect  on  gay 
people  of  a  militant    gay  movement   was   de- 
monstrated at  a  dance  sponsored  by  Gays  of 
Ottawa  lator  that  evening,   A  television  had 
been  set  up  in  the  hall  so  that  any  cover- 
age of  the  march   could  be  watched  by  people 
at  the     dance.  As  the  news  began,   the  music 
was  turned  off  and  there  was  a  cheer  when 
the  marchers  appeared  cm  the  screen.   As  the 
segment  ended,   some  of  the  viewers  picked 
up  the  televised  chants  and  within  seconds, 
caught  up  in  the  militant  spirit  of  the 
march,    the  three  to  four  hundred  gays  pro- 
sent  wore  shouting  'Gay  rights  now:1    in 
unison.   The  hall  rocked  with  the  chant   for 
many  minutes  before  it  gave  way  to  an  exu- 
berant  circle  dance. 


As  it  is 


On  June  30,  the  final  plenary  session  of 
the  conference  approved  the  structure  and 
programme  of  the  national  coalition  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  special  NGRC  session 
on  the  previous  day.  Dealing  with  a  number 
of  resolutions  relating  directly  and  indi- 
rectly to  the  gay  struggle,   the  conference 

-to  urge   all   gay  organisations   to  take 
up  the  defence  of  John  Damien  as   'one 
of  the  most  important  issues  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  the  struggle  for  gay 
rights'; 

-to  send  a  message  of  support  to  Dr 
Henry  Morgcntalcr,  with  copies  to  Jerome 
Choquctte,  Otto  Lang,  and  Pierre  Trudeau. 
commending  the  doctor's  contributions   to 
the  struggle  for  women's  rights,   and  cal- 
ling for  his  release  from  prison, 
-to  recognize   'the  particularly  difficult 
conditions  in  which  the  gay  movement  in 
Quebec  will  have  to  develop  itself   and 
'the  necessity  for  g3y  organizations   in 
Canada  to  sensitize  Canadian  gays  to  the 
political,    economic  and   social   conditions 
in  Quebec,    and   to  prepare   them  to  support 
the   struggle  of  gays   in  Quebec', 
-to  stage  simultaneous  demonstrations 
across  Canada  in  the  fall  around  the 
anti-hooosexual  provisions  of  the  leaoig- 

Most  significantly,  a  resolution  put  for- 
ward by  the  religious  caucus  of  the  confe- 
rence, which  implicitly  criticized  the  gay 
movement  for  failing  to  recognize  that  gay 
people  are  'spiritual  beings',  went  down  to 
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~-   tempo-  rtforencm  proved  to 

ii  I ■■■    of    the    State   Of   the   fay 
■arnt   at    the  present   time.      The   <.- 

lurr  of   Ihc  Movement   to  draw   in   si 
[   nu'itri  of   Immbl  ' 

t:   only  flbout   10  women  participated   in   the 
This   figure  proportionally   rc- 
M   increase   frw>   last   year  and  has 
to  bo  compared   to   the   attendance  Ol 
hundred  women  which   I   lesbian   conference  drcv 

!   January   in  Montreal.      By   voting   for   the 
establishment   of  a  permanent  Women's   Caucus 
as  part   of  NCRC      the   conference  demonstrated 
imronesi  of  this  problem  and     Chi 
i   in   the  KGRC  programme  of  a  dcoun 
equal   custody   rights   for  gay  parents  was   3 
first  step  towards   dealing  with   the   specific 
oppression   of  gay  women.      Nevertheless,    the 

[on   of    lesbian   oppression   in  the  gay 
rovcocnt    remains  primitive,    reflecting  both 
current  underdeveloped  state  of  lesbian 
politics   and   the   sexist   social   environment 
from  which   the   gay  movement   has   sprung. 

ie  conference  also   reflected   the   growing 
sions   of  the   gay  movement,    and   indeed, 
inced   them.      Despite   frequently   expressed 
cts   over   the    lack   of  gay   unity   evident 
he   conference   and  elsewhere,    the  cmer- 
:e  and  collision  of  discrete  currents  of 
thought  and  action  are  the  inevitable  prelude 
to   the  development   of  on  effective  and  co- 
herent progranmc  for  gay  liberation.     To  sac- 
ce   this  development   in   a  compromise   for 
sake  of  illusory   unity  would  be   to  re- 
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there  i  was 

with  my  brothers  and  sisters, 
for  the  first  tine 
declaring  publicly 

lality 


and  we  marched 
and  we  chanted 
and  we  shouted  our  demands 

yelling  defiance  at  the  world 

and  they  listened, 
and  no  one  laughed, 
and  no  one  threw  stones 

and  they  put  it  on  the  national  news 

and  suddenly   i   felt  we  were  winning 

and  i  knew  i'd  never  be  the  sane  again 


Toronto 


John  Damien  (centre)  speaks  to  delegates  at  national  Gay  Rights  Conference, 
flanked  by  Chris  Bearchell,  coordinator  of  the  Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien,   and  Charlie  Rill,   President  of  Gays  of  OttxoM.  w-»o™«iu*w 

duce  gay  politics   to   the   lowest   common   deno- 
minator.     The  growth   of  division  must   be  wel- 
comed  as   a  sign   that   the   gav   movement    is 
alive  and  well. 

Five  distinct   groupings   defined   themselves 
in  various   ways   in  the  course  of   the   confe- 
rence.    These  can  be  conveniently  tagged  as 
religious,    service-oriented,   rights -oriented, 
anarchist    and   leftist.      The   religious   and 
leftist  groupings  established  themselves 
through   the   formation  of  their  respective 
caucuses.      The  civil   rights   orientation   was 
embodied      in   the    formal   aspects  of   the   con- 
ference, which  dealt  principally  with  the 
formation  of  NGRC  and  the  ancillary  civil 
rights  matters.      In  reaction  to  the  primary 
concern  of  the  conference,   the  anarchist  and 
service-oriented  groupings   formed;    the  for- 
mer circulated  a   criticism  of   the   conference 
»"i<   tnf tlarari   >'<   own   wnrVthrmn   and  street 
theatre,   while  the   latter  called  for  a  con- 
ference on  social   services  to  be  held  later 

Despite  the  emergence  of  those  five  poten- 
tially  conflicting  currents,    the   civil    right: 
grouping,   which   centred  on   Vancouver  G^TE, 
Winnipeg  Gays    for  Equality,    and   Toronto  GATE 
easily  dominated  the  formal  conference  pro- 
ceedings.     Of  the  other   four  groupings,    only 
the    leftist   caucus   attempted   to  pose   a   seri- 
ous alternative  to  the  civil  rights  perspec- 
tive.    The  caucus,  consisting  principally  of 
Revolutionary  Marxist  Group  Gays  and  the 
Groupc  Homosexuelle  d'Action  Politique  of 
Montreal    (CHAP),   was   unable   to  put   forward 
an  alternative  perspective,   however,  because 
of  its   superficial   acquaintance  with   the   ci- 
vil rights  programme,   and  because  of  the 
lack  of  a  socialist  analysis  of  gay  libera- 
tion at  this  time.     Consequently,  while  the 
conference   as   a  whole,    under  the    leadership 
of  the   civil    rights   grouping,   was  breaking 
new  ground  by  demanding  the  abolition  of  all 
age-of-conscnt   laws  and  expressing  solidarity 
with  Dr.  Morgentalcr,   the  left  caucus  could 
only  bring  forth  for  endorsement  a  programme 
consisting  of  the  least  controversial   demands 
already  formulated  by  the  gay  movement.     The 
only  clement  of  explicit  left  politics  which 
actually  penetrated  the  conference  was  a 
fragmentary  reference  to  the  capitalist  ori- 
gins  of  Quebec's   economic   and   social   problems 
contained  in  a  motion  put   forward  by  an  indi- 
vidual  member  of  GHAP.      Although   this  motion 
passed  over  the  opposition  of  Vancouver  GATE 
and  Toronto  GATE,    a  potentially  instructive 
exchange  between  these  organisations  and  the 
leftist  caucus  was  precluded  by  the  inability 
of  the   latter  to  put   forward   an  alternative 
view  of  gay   liberation.     Consequently,   at  th< 
conference,   as  in  the  gay  movement  generally, 
the  civil  rights  grouping  remained  the  only 
force  both  willing   to  articulate   a   coherent 
strategy  for  gay  liberation  and  able  to  se- 
cure consistent  majority  support   for  its  pro 


by  Ken  Popert 


Damien  wins 
preliminary  decision 

An  Ontario  Supreme  Court   justice  has 
granted  John  Damien' s   appeal    for   reinclu- 
sion   of  major  claims   in   his   suit   against 
the  Ontario  Racing  Commission.   Reversing  an 
earlier   court   decision,    Justice  J   Lemor 
restored  two  important  parts  of  Damien's 
claim,   namely,    that  ho  has  been  fired  mere- 
ly for  being  a  homosexual   and  that  he  was 
competent   in  his   former  position   as   a  stew- 
ard  for  the   Racing  Commission.    The  previous 
ruling  had  been  made  by  Master  S  M  McDride 
at   the  request   of  defence    lawyers   represent- 
ing  the   Racing  Commission   and   its   Chairman, 
Charles   McNaughton,    The   defence   request   had 
apparently  been  made  in  order  to  delay  the 
preliminary  court   hearing  and   to  weaken   Du- 

The  decision  constitutes  an  important 
gain  for  Canadian  gays   in  dealing  with  the 
provincial   human  Tights   commissions  because 
it  sots  a  precedent  in  establishing  discri- 
mination on  the  ground  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion as  a  just  cause  for  legal  proceedings. 
Damien  lawyer  Harry  Kopyto  has  prepared  a 
brief  for  presentation  to  the  Ontario  Hu- 
man  Rights  Commission    in  winch   he   calls   for 
the  expansion  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
word   'sex*   to  include  'sexual  orientation'. 
Kopyto  will  be  joined  by  noted  civil   lawyer 
Paul  Jewel    in  his  presentation. 

The  next  step  in  the  legal  proceeding 
will  be  the  'search  for  discovery',   a  pro- 
cess by  which  the  court  will  determine 
whether  there  is  enough  evidence  to  proceed 
to  trial.    If,  as  expected,   sufficient  evi- 
dence is  found  to  justify  a  trial,   a  pre- 
liminary hearing  will  be  scheduled,  probab- 
ly for  September.  After  the  hearing,   the 
suit  will  be  heard  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 

Meanwhile,   the  Damien  campaign  continues 
to  gather  support  from  both  the  gay  and 
straight   cormunities.    So   far  the  Committee 
to  Defend  John  Damien  has  raised  nearly 
$2000  from  all  across  the  country.     This 
only  represents  a  fraction     of  the  antici- 
pated legal  expenses,  which  may  run  as  high 
as  JSO.00O.    Fund  raising  efforts  have  inclu- 
ded    dances  in  Vancouver,  Hamilton,   and  To- 
ronto,  and  a  banquet  at  David's  Discotheque, 
in  Toronto. 

Damicn's  case  will  be  one  of  the  central 
themes  of  the  Gay  Rights  March  scheduled  for 
Sept.    13,    five  days  before  the  Ontario  pro- 
vincial  election.   The   Damien   campaign  was 
elevated  to  a  national   level  at  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Conference  in  Ottawa,  when  the 
conference  urged  all  gay  organisations  to 
support  the  campaign  by  setting  up  local 
chapters  of  the  Defence  Committee. 

by  Robert  Trow 
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Choquette  kills 
gay  rights 
amendment 


J 101 1     .'.tli.    Quebec  Justice  Minister  Jc- 
Choquctte  un.i  Liberal  members  of  the 
on.iJ   Assembly's    Par! iamcnt.iry  Justice 
ilttCC   defeated   an   amendment    to   tlie  Que- 
bec  Human   Rights   Cede  Khich  would   have   pro- 
tected gays  against  discrimination. 

The   amendment   was  proposed   at   the   final 

Mating  of  the  Justice  Committee  before  the 

bill  was  presented  for  final   rending  in  the 

onol  Assembly.    Though  Liberal  members 
of  the   committee  had  previously   displayed 
I  support   for  the  campaign  to  protect 
rights  of  gay  people,   a  meeting  of  the 
Liberal   caucus   of   the  National   Assembly 
killed   government   support   for   the  novo. 

Among  the  arguments  enumerated  by  Cho- 
quette during   the   committee   debate  were: 
1  Quebec  society  is  not  yet  ready  for 
lusion  of  the  amendment,    that  it  is  not 
lin  the  bounds  of  a  human  rights  act  to 
confer  a  status  of  legitimacy  on  homosexu- 

■ii i  that  the  absence  of  the  term 
'sexual   orientation"    in   the   section    listing 
the  Kinds  of  dsicriraination  prohibited  does 
the   go-ahead   tc  discrimination. 
The  Opposition,    and  particularly  Robert 
hints    IPQ/Mai^onncuvc).    pointed  out   to   the 
Minister   thai    in   impressive  number 
:   religious,    social    and   other    legal    organ- 
is   Hell    as    unions,    had  supported 
the  demands  of  the  gay  coalition  fighting 
for   the   arxndnent.    In  addition,    opposition 
lender  Jacques- Yvan  Morin    (PQ/Sny. 
aloud   the   contents   of  i   dosen    letters   of 
support,   but   failed   to  convince    the   mnist- 


i»y  < 


I   present  - 


st  did 


aendamt  would  not  confer  a  sum,  of  leg). 
tlmsey  on  homosexuality.  That,  according  to 
Mm,  had  already  been  done  by  the  federal 
Oanibus  Bill  of  |9G9.  It  was  sieply  i  ques- 
tion of  acknowledging  the  basic  human  right: 
of  gay  people,  such  as  rights  to  employment 
housing,  health  services,  etc  and  of  recog- 
nising the  right  to  live  without  fear  of 
discrimination  as   long  as   they   did  not   en- 

criminal   acts.   Those  are   the   juris- 
dictional  bounds  of  Quebec   law. 

Burns  also  disputed  the  argument 
ed  by  the  sinister.  Choquette  had 
few  minutes  earlier  that  the  list  ol 
gorics  protected  against  dis criminal 
not  comprehensive,  but  was  intended 
eify  aajor  groups.  Bums  asked  the  i 
how  he  could  claim  that  his  refusal 
elude  "sexual  orientation1    in  the  ii 

not   give   the  go-ahead   to  diseriainai. 

then  cited  the    figures   used  by  Doro,   show- 
ing  that  bi\  of  Montreal   gay  people  had  al- 
ready been  victims  of  discrimination,   the 
proportion  rising  to  86*  in  the  ease  of 

homosexuals.  According  to 
Burns,    cms   discrimination   is   greater   than 
that    suffered  by  groups   already   protected. 

At   one  point,   under  the  pressure  of  these 
urguncnts,   Choquette  announced   that   even   if 
he  was  the  only  person  not  in  agreement  will 
the   amendment,    that  would  not  prevent   hi" 
From  being   the  only  one  who  was   right. 

Hi.     principal    objection  which   appeared  to 
clearly    influence   the  attitude  of  the   Lib- 
eral  Party  was  that  of  pederasty.  The  inter. 
Vent  ions   of   the  JWAs  were   clear  on   this 
subject.   Their  major  preoccupation  came 
down  to  a   fear  of  being  unable  to  prevent  a 
pederast    from  occupying  a  position   as   a 
1     ichei   or   a  camp  counsellor.   They   feared 

Bring'    the  public  morality.   Even 
though    the    low  has  provisions  which  protect 
Uctl   BVentU  ■  I  tties,    both   Burns    (in 
>    letter  addressed 
to   all    the  MNA*)   were   unable   to   convince 
the  government. 


by    Frank    Brayton 


(from  Gay  Times) 
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Calgary 


Gay  group  sues 
for  right 
to  advertise 

Cay  people  in  Canada  continue  to  discover 
that  'freedom  of  the  press  belongs  to  those 
who  own  one";  the  most  recent  group  to  un- 
cover evidence  to  this  effect  is  the  newly 
formed  Gay  Information  and  Resources  of 
Calgary    (GIRC) . 

G 1 n C ,    a  social   service  group,  wants  to 
advertise  its  existence  in  order  to  reach 
as   many   local   gays   as   possible.   Their  ad, 
which  merely   lists   the  name  of   the  organi- 
zation and  its  mailing  address,  was  accept- 
ed by  The  Calgary  Albcrtan  with   the  com- 
ment   'if  it's  alright  with  Trudeau,    it's 
alright  with  us',    a  reference  presumably  to 
Trudcau's  sponsorship  of  the  1969  bill 
which,    among  other  things,    liberalized  the 
laws  regulating  homosexuality. 

It  was  a  different  matter,   however,  at 
The  Calgary  Herald,   the  city's  evening 
newspaper.    Aroed  with   samples   of  the  mater- 
ial CIRC  wants  to  distribute,    chairperson 
John  Ifindi   kept  an  appointment  with  the 
paper's   advertising  manager  to  discuss    the 
ad.    Before  he  could  display  any  of  the  it- 
ems,  however,    the  paper's   representative 
pulled  two   issues  of  The  Body  Politic  from 
his  desk.    Pointing  to  an  article  in  one  of 
them,    he   said   that   it   showed  gay  people 
want  to  destroy  the  family  and  added  that, 
in  his  opinion,   GIRC  and  Calgary  gays  were 
doing   just    that.    For   this    reason,    the  ad 
was  refused:    'The  Herald  is  a  faaily  medi- 
um,  and  it's  going  to  stay  that  way'. 

Inch  is  enrning  a  rcputa- 
i,-   stations  of  the  cross  for  gay 
organisations   in  Canada,    GIP.C  sought    the 
help  of   the    Mhcrta   lluian   Rights  Commission 
and   the  Alberta  Press   Council.    The  Commis- 
sion  refused   its  help,   pointing  out    that   it 


Lfhta  la- 
ta Jii.r,*uv,io  against  fir*. 
Si ntl  1   comments   that    'the  i:«i,aon  has  a 

lie,    hut   very   few   teeth".    And   to 
judge   from  the  experience  of  aaya  with   the 
rights  cocmssions  of  other  provinces,    it*\ 
an   affliction  which   runs    In   the   faaily. 

ai      ipcci     mi    help  fro.  thePr«»» 
Council    cither,    since   it    is   essentially  a 
creature  of  The  Her  <l.i 

CIM  :■  is  aoi   given  , ...   lu ,.,  ,,  r     ]t  hil) 
incorporated  under  the  Alberta  Societies 
Act   and  will   attempt   to  place   the  ad  again. 
If  The  Herald   refuses   this   time,    it   may 
have  a  lawsuit  on  its  hands. 

by  Ken  Popert 
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Out  gay  teacher 
fights  administration 

Mlchaol   Eliot-Hurst  is  Chairperson  of  the 
Department   of  Geography   at  Simon   Frnscr  U- 
nivcrsity.   A  socialist  and  highly  respected 
educator,  he  is  internationally  known  for 
his  use  of  film  in  teaching. 

Michael  Eliot-Hurst  is  gay.  And  until 
June  197J.  he  was  in  the  closet.  Then  he 
and  his  wife  separated  and  he  publicly  come 
out  to  the  Geography  Department,  joining 
the  struggle  for  gay  rights  on  the  Simon 
Tracer   campus. 

His   first  challenge  came  after  a  short 
illness.    He   returned   to   the   department   to 
find  that  a  number  of  the  faculty  had  call- 
ed  for  his   dismissal   as   chairperson  on   the 
grounds  of  academic  and  pedagogical    Incom- 
petence. At  an  inquiry  before  the  dean, 
however,    his   accusers  were   incapable   of 
proving   incompetence  of  any   kind.    Instead, 
■  led    thoi  r   true  motives. 

fhoy    MOM    afraid    that    their    LhairpCTSOn 

il t   to  try  to  'convert'   his  students, 

that   he   maintained  an    'alien   lifestyle', 
and  that  he  might    'proselytize1    at   the  up- 
coning  Canadian  Geographers  Conference. 
They   claimed   as   well    that   his  narxlst   poli- 
tics   COUld   no    longer   lie    tolcrated. 

Winning  support  from  both  students  and 
the  dean  (who,  however,  advised  him  not  to 
"flaunt"  himself).  Hurst  remained  as  chair- 
person. He  continued  to  work  in  the  gay 
movement  until  increasing  pressures  from 
the  department  forced  his  hospitalization 
for  nervous  exhaustion. 

His  opponents  took  the  opportunity  to  at- 
tack again.      The  Dean   in  response  to  his 
U  gay/political  work  on  campus  rc- 


ttichael  Bliot-Hurst 
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fused   to   terminate   his    ncilcal    leave    and 
the   depart»cnt  Jcspitc   • 

1  nit    then  hired    i    : 
;,   iiis  position   as   chair- 
retallat- 
ning  his  with  suspension   unless 
lie  (jve  up   the   iijht. 

But  Hunt    i>   far  fro»  giving  up.      He 

:,i  to  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nor-, and  the  BC  Hunan  Rights  CoMUtteo  if 
necessary. 

"As  a  g»>   person   l  have  decided  to  fight 
with   all   ay   resources,    the  oppress 
I    face.      Tins    15    important   not  only   for  «y- 

.    own   integrity  but   also   for   gay 
people  in  general,    for  .the  nore  that  this 
oppression   is   confronted,    the  easier   it 
becomes   for  other  gay  persons   in   similar 

■    ns    to   fight." 
by  Tim  McCaskell 


Ottawa 


Phoney  privacy  law 
won't  protect  gays 

When   Justice   Minister  Otto   Lang  announced 
early  in   197-1  his  intention  to  bring  down 

'■ii   which   would  create   a   fi_ilir.il 
hiran    rights   commission,    tilt   general    Assump- 
tion of  the   gay  nc-vesonl    was  that  he  would 
pnss  up  the  opportunity  to  break  new  ground 
by  including  protections    for    ■  *;-  people    in 
the    legislation,      lane's   probable  opinion 
mi    the  qui     I ol    human    rights  for  homo- 
sexual Canadians  was  easily  dcduclble  from 
hi.    eons  I  Stent    and    forceful  'interjection  of 
orthodox  Catholic  views  into  the  administra- 
tion ol    the  nation's  recently   liberalised 
abortion    lows,   winch,    .is  part  of  the  Crimi- 
n.ii  Code,   fall  undor  the  jurisdiction  of 

his    nuiiiitry. 

This   general    assumption  was   confirmed  by 
in  exchange  <>f  tetters  bo t ween   Lang's  of. 
fico   and   the  Toronto  Cay  Milan*:--  Toward 
Equal  it)    during   the    first   three   months  of 
1974.     So  circumspectly  did  Executive  As- 
sistant  Stuart   Cameron   phrase    Ling's   ex- 
clusion  of   the  matter  of  sexual   orientation 
from  consideration  that  he  did  not  once  use 
the  phrase  or  refer  directly  to  the  group 
of  persons   concerned; 

"As  to  the  problems  that  your 

an  i  tat  ion  seeks  to  resolve, 

I  must  tell  you  that   it   is  in- 
tended  at   this   time   to   confine 
the   functions   of   the   commission 
to  discrimination  on  the  grounds 
of..." 
Lang's   plans  were  disrupted,    however, 
rst  by  the  federal  election  of  Juno  1974 
and  then  by  the  public  controversy  surround- 

ng  his  attempts  to  subvert  by  ministerial 
regulation  the  liberalization  of  the  abor- 

ioii    laws   enacted  by   Parliament    in   1969. 
The  proposed  legislation  was  not  heard  of 
gain   until    it   was   suddenly   introduced   in 
the  I       ■  ins   last  June. 

The  substance  of  the  bill,  which  received 
rst  reading  on  July  22,  is  of  no  immediate 
■-■  gays.  It  forbids  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  the  tradit ional.  categories : 
race,  sex,  colour,  ethnic  or  national  orig- 
in, relifiion,  age  and  marital  status.  The 
legislation  applies  only  to  businesses  un- 

i    jurisdiction  --  banks,  airlines, 
ailways  --  and  affects  the  areas  of  employ - 
DHBOdntion   and  advertising.      The 
iiMinfstcred  by  a   federal  hu- 
an  rights  commission  with   the  power  to  levy 
U  best,   the  legislation  simply  pro- 
irgct  at  the   federal    level   for  the 
rights   canpaign  which  is  currently 
cing  waged  at  the  provincial    level. 
However,   attached  to  this  piece  of  limited 
ivil  rights   legislation  is  3n  apparently 
rrclcvant  excrescence  dealing  with  the 
"protection  of  personal    information".      In 
sence,   this  part  of  the  bill  alleges  to 
open  up   federal   records   to   inspection  by 
ffected  individuals.     This  ought  to  be  of 
onccrn  both   to  gay  civil   servants  and   to 
ther  gays,    given   the  excessive  preoccupa- 
lon     of  the  government  and  its  agencies 

lint  if  ication   of  homosexuals   and 

Odober 


-    is   govcnJKnt  policy   that  ho*»- 
frcai  the  upper 

■ 

we  ease 

lied   in   a   story   told  by  a   for»er  em- 
ployee of  the   Ex!  i  itry. 
According   to  this 

:  prime  nimstcr  John  uicfenbaker 
issued  an  order  that  all  gavs  sorting  in 
External  Affairs  be  dismissed.  The  ROIP 
went   to  work,   using   sucli   t 

Licence  plate  tambers  of  -j^i  park- 
ed  near  known  Ottawa  cruising   areas.      It   is 
also   claimed  that   the   federal   agency  con- 
United  States  FBI   in  order  to 
profit   from  that   agency's   experience,    in 

" I   jay   government 
eeployees   during   the  McCarthy  years.      It 

*ar  that   a  oinistr;.  -wide  purge  was 
carried  out,   but    it    is   virtually  certain 
that    the    list   still   exists   and  may   even  be 
growing. 

Iho   protection   of  personal    information 
legislation     defines  ,i  record    in  part  as 
"personal    information   recorded  jn  any    form 
about  ,,,!   individual's  character,   reputa- 
tion,...   mode  of   living,...    or  personal 
characteristics."     Clearly,    information  on 
■,  scjuai  orientation  fails  within 
this  definition.      In  theory,    then,    this    law 
would  allow  any  homosexual  or  lesbian  to 
determine  what   information  government   agen- 
cies may  have  about  his  or  her  sex  lifo. 
The  very  fact  that  such  records  could  bo 
proven   to  exist  would  be  a  powerful    argument 
in   favour  of   gay   civil    rights. 

This  possibility  remains  remote,  however, 
in   practice.      First   of  all,    the   inquiring 

uly   check   the   accuracy   of  govern- 
ment-held information;    there  is  no  provision 

.slation  for  the   removal  of  cor- 
rect  but    improper   information   from   the   rc- 
ond,   the   list  of  exceptions  to 
..     of  the   i  m  is  so  long  that  only 
the   most    innocuous  kinds   of  porson.il    infor- 
mation will  bo  open  to  inspection.     Third, 
effective  use  of  the  legislation  is  preclud- 
ed by  the  revocation  of  an  ancient   Liberal 
legislation  trick:    the  terms  defining  the 
application  of  the  protection  of  the  person- 
al   information  section  are  not  set  out   in 
:L..     act    :T«?lf,   hut   arc    left   instead   to  cab- 

The  homosexual   or   lesbian  who  at  leap  Is    :; 
discover  whether  a  govenurent   agency   is 
keeping  a  record  on  his  or  her  sex  life  will 
probably   run   up   against   a  brick   wall.      Since 
homosexuality   is  by  government   policy  a  se- 
curity risk,   it  is  likely  the  government  and 
its   agencies    (including   the   RCMP)   would 
withhold     relevant  records  using  the  grounds 
of   'national    security'.    For  example,    the 
Government  will  be  allowed  to  refuse  to  re- 
veal  information  where   to  do   so  would,    in 
its   judgement   be  "injurious   to   international 
relations,    national    defence   or  security  or 
federal-provincial   relations."   In  essence, 
then,    the  so-called  protection  of  personal 
information    legislation   is  nothing   more   than 
liberal   window-dressing   of  the   shabbiest 
sort.   Even  commentators   in   the   liberal 
press  have  recognised  this   fact.     Toronto 
Star   columnist   Richard   Gwyn. summarised   the 
proposed   legislation   in    these   words    --   "The 
pattern   is   obvious:    no  ombudsman;   unchallen- 
geable  discretion  by  ministers    to  exempt 
themselves;   self-regulation  by  government  of 
its  own  privacy  rules;  no  freedom  of  infor- 
mation act.   A  fraudulent  bill,    in  short, 
that   protects    the    rights   of   the   government 
and  discriminates  against  the  governed." 

by  Ken  Popert 


Gay  tetter-writer 

tackles  newspaper  distortions 


Circumlocution  of  the  month 


Mr  Thompson  said  he  objected  to  "tt 
number  of  folk  there  who  carry  en  aci 
vities  with  respect  to  huaan  bodies  i 
the   nude.  ..." 

--Metro  Toronto  Parka  Cornxsioner 
Thomas  Thompson  dn  the  gay  beach  on 
Banian's  Point,   quoted  in  The  Globe  I 
Hail.  August  8,    1975. 


rorontfl  writer  Michael  Riordon  has  lodged 
a  complaint  with  "'■  Ontario  Press  Council 
Dgalnst  the  Tc  onto  Star,  accusing  tho  pa- 
per of  publishing  a  letter  to  the  editor 
written  by  Riordon  with  substantial  alter- 
ations  of   the   content. 

The  letter  as  originally  written  criti- 
cized the  Star  for  its  continuing  prejudice 
against   gay  people.      However,   when   the    let- 
ter appeared   in   the   paper's   "Voice  of   the 
People"   section   on   23  February   197S,    the 
criticisms   of  and   references   to   the  Star 
had  been  excised  by  the  editors  without 
any  acknowledgement. 

The  case  will  be  heard  in  Toronto  on 
August   IS. 


Marxist  institute 
offers  gay  course 


Marxist   Perspectives   on   Gay   Liberation 
will  once  again  be  offered  among  the  courses 
at  Toronto's   New  Marxist    Institute   during 
the  winter  semester. 

The  class  is  an  attempt  to  apply  a  Marxist 
analysis  to  questions  of  Gay  Liberation. 
Readings   and  discussion  will   develop   from  a 
grounding   in   the  principles   of  Marxist   anal- 
ysis,   through   a  survey   of  empirical    data 
available,    to  an   attempt   at   defining   the 
material   roots  of  Gay  oppression  in  class 
society.     The  history  of  the  early  homosex- 
ual  rights  movement,    the   debates   on   strategy 
and   tactics   today,   and   the   importance  of  a 
radical  sexual   critique  for  the  socialist 
movement   will   be  reviewed. 

The  course  is  organized  by  and  for  gays. 
Everyone  is  welcome.  Registration  will  take 
place  at  the  New  Marxist  Institute  Office, 
200  Bedford  Rd.,  Room  41  in  the  first  week 
in  October.  For  further  information  call 
961-6972  or  921-1613. 


Quebec  gets 
another  gay  paper 

Hard  on  the  heels  of  the  anglophone 
monthly   Gay  Tunes,   which  began   to  publish 
last  March,    another  new  gay  publication  has 
appeared  in  Quebec.   Le  Cat  Quebec,   a  bi- 
lingual monthly  tabloid,  brought  out   its 
first   issue  in  Montreal  at  the  end  of  June. 

The   paper   is   addressed   to   four   groujis-- 
homoscxuals,    lesbians,   SW-f  people  . 
sexuals--and   an  editorial   In   the   first    is- 
sue describes  the  paper  as   'born  of  the 
flesh   of  Quebec's   gay  eosmunity' . 

Individual    issues  soil  for  S0(  and  a 
year's  subscription  can  be  had  for  $6.00 
from  Lc  Gai   Quebec,   CP   161,   Pointe-aux- 
Tremblcs,  Quebec ■ 
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Toronto 


War  on  sin 
produces 
gay  casualties 

111    the    (■-■!/  community   arc   eon- 
ernod  aval    ■■■■      ppai    nt    Increase  in  arrests 

h.irnssmcnt  by   the   Toronto 
id   morality   iqund. 
The   suddm   increase   in  public  harassment 
"   '  Ml    Jrjrutjcally  noticeable  at 
."Jinl    on   Toronto   Island.      A  gay 

''    For  -it    least   20  years,    it  has  been 

ignored  for  that  long  by  both  the  media, 
imI  ItJl  the  exception  of  the  occasional 
check-up,  by  the  police  as  well.  At  least 
6?  people  have  been  aYrcsted  there  recently 
r  being  nude  in  a  public  place.  All  but 
*ee  of  then  Here  men.  It  is  safe  to  as- 
le   they   were   gay  men.      Although   this   has 

'■    ■  "   pub I.    by    the   Globe   and  Mai  1    in 

particular,     is   in  attempt  to  make  the  beach 
nfe    for   families,    its   actual   effect  has 
iecn   to  harass   and  disperse   gays   from  one 
*f   the    few   public   places   that  were   comfor- 
tably  theirs , 

The   crackdown   has   not   been  without   its 
musing  side.      The   Body   Politic  was   visited 
i  second  time  by  Sgt.    Bnnford  of  the  Metro 
Morality  Squad.     The  sergeant  threatened  to 
charge  the  paper  with  distributing  obscene 
eriol.      lie  was  prompted  to  do  so  by  dls- 
orlna  I  quantity  of  issue  19's  which  he 
icludcd  were  intended  for  distribution. 
They  were   identical    to  the  issue  19  which 

ctunlly  distributed,  save  for  the  fact 
that  a  printer's  error  had  rendered  visible 
i   the  cover  3  scene  of  fellatio  which  was 
i  have  been   covered  by   a   jagged  black    line. 
Die   scene   had  been    lifted    from  the  Harold 
lledd   comic   strip  used   in   tho  previous    issue. 
In   the   issue   actually   distributed   to   news 
stands,    the  error  had  been  corrected.     The 
insellnblc   issue  was   being   gradually   surren- 
dered  to   the   garbageman. 

Although  this  was  explained  to  Sgt.    Ban- 
ford,  he  Insisted  on  carrying  off  a  bundle 
to  headquarters   for   study.      We  were    later 
nformed  thot  charges  would  not  bo   laid, 
hus   escaping  what   would  undoubtedly  have 


.  oda   that   charges 
<     pressed  agjinst. someone   for   tho 
bsceno  garbage. 

nuaber 
ncy.      ,\*   well, 
have    been    Bating   arrc-.ts    in    parks 
K   hitherto  not   attracted   the   atten- 
tion of  the  police.      There  hive   bl 

ii    irrosu   In  Kiverdale  Park   lately 
=   "f   SS   Division.      There    15   slrun* 
1   i    '■:■-     to    suggest    that    entrapment    was 
used    in    at    least    two  of  the    cases. 

we   been  arrests   in  Allan  Gardens 
as  well,    though   in   this   case   the  officers 
making   the   arrests   were   from  the  Morality 
S<(Uad,   and  net   froa  SI   Division,    into 
whose  area   the   park    falls.      One  young  man 
is   facing   the   extraordinary  charge  of  "coun- 
selling  to  commit   an   act  of  gross   indecen- 
cy".     He  had  been  cruising  a  plain   clothes 
officer  for  some   tine  when  he  was   asked,   by 
the  officer,   what   he    liked   to  do.      He   re- 
plied  that  he   liked   to  suck  and   fuck.      He 
wjs    then   arrested   and   charged  with   tho 
counselling  crime  noted  above.    Though   it   Is 
not   felt   that   a   conviction   can  be  secured 
by  the  crown  on  such  a  charge  and  in  those 
circumstances,    it   is   nonetheless   a   very 
effective  harassment    technique. 

The   collective  has   also   received  reports 
of  entrapment   in   the  washroom  of  the  St. 
Curie's  Tavcm  on  Yonge  St.,  and  of  at 
least  one  recent  arrest  along  Philosopher's 
Walk   behind   the   Edward  Johnson   Building 
at  U  of  T. 

Gay  poople  are  advised  to  proceed  with 
extreme  caution   if   they   intend   to  cruise 
any  of   the  Metro  parks,    or  any  public 
placo.     The  battle  against  sin  initiated 
by  the  Conservative  government  seems  to 

prompted   the  police  and  morality  squad 
tcp  up   their  harassment   of  gay  people, 
by  Gerald  Harmon 

Ontario  coalition 
plans  rights  march 

The-  Ontario   provincial   election,    called 
for  September   18,   has  provided   a   convenient 
focus   for  C.G.R.O.    (Coalition   for  Cay   Rights 
in  Ontario). 

The   steering  committee   of   the   province- 
wide  coalition  has  been  working  on  an  up- 
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the  gay  community  on  the  Human  Rights 
Commission,    and   the   amendment   of  the 
Human   Rights  Code   to  provide  M 
penalties   for  violntors. 
J.    The   legislature   and  government   of 
Ontario  should   lend  encouragement   to 
the  Ontario  Human   Rights  Commission   to 
conduct  research  in  the  area  at 
crimination  based  upon  sexual   orienta- 
tion,   and   to  educate   the  public  on   tho 
basis  of  thi 
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>n  of  homosexuality   ii 
:ion   programs  of  Ontario  with   assur- 
es  that   gay  organi lotions  will   be 
isulted  to  provide  information  and 
rakers  for  such  programs. 

Iho  enactment   of  guaranteed  medical 
'oragc   for  gay  couples   under   the  On- 

'■)  Health    Insurance  Plan    (OMIP). 
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ing  the  Ontario  Housing  Corporal. .... 
such   that   gay  women  and  men  will   have 
the   right    to  equal   treatment    In  projoi 
carried  out  by   the  OIK. 
7.     IntroJuct ion  of  n   governmen 
tion  prohibiting  dlscrloimltio 
gnys  in  the  hiring  and  promori 
tlces   of   the  Ontario  Civil   5or> 
3.     Amendment    of   nil    nppropn  0t<     pro  Win 
cial    legislation   such   that,    lr    ,  .,  „ 
■in  II    custody   and   udopt I  on ,    horaose 
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a    list    of   these  demands  and   a   covering   let- 
ter from  C.C.R.O.,  will  be  sent  to  each 
candidate  in  the  election.     Both  the  Toron- 
to Gay   Alliance  Toward  Equality  and  Cays  of 
OttaffI   plan   all-candidates  meetings    in   their 


Shepherd  Bill  Davis  diverts   the  flock. 
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ijor  public  event  planned  is  a  Gay 
i     it 
;>t.    II  j[    2   p.m.      The  «.. 

-  It t vet    from  gay  organizations 
'   i  llnj    ioronlo. 
.    ijur ]ph,    Lo-:Jon,    Otl.ii.],    Windsor 
Hon.      The  mjtn   theses  of   the   march 
will   be   the  defence  of  John  Oamicn   and   in- 
■->!"   'tcxual   orientation'    in   the 

The  march  begins   at  Queen's   Pjrk   jnd  pro- 
ceeds  through   the  downtown   area  to  Nathan 
Phi  1  lifts.*    SqusXC  where   speeches  will   be 

■   "nto  will   also   sponsor  a   dance 
Ijter   the   same  day,    proceeds  of  which  will 
£o   to   tin-  Committee   to   Defend  John   Damien. 

for   further   inform.it ion   call   GATE-Toronto, 
(416)    061.9389. 

by  Edward  Jackson 
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NDP  gay  caucus 
launched 

In  a  precedent-setting  move,  a  Cay  Caucus 
was  formed  at  this  yeor's  convention  of  the 
New  Democratic  Party  held  in  Winnipeg.  The 
convention  —  attended  by  over  1600  delegates 
--was  held  July  4-7  at  the  Winnipeg  Conven- 
tion Centre,  The  Gay  Caucus  decided  to  cam- 
paign for  the  election  of  a  gay  delegate 
who  was  running  for  the  NDP  Federal  Council 
on  o  gay  rights  platform  and  to  launch  a 
campaign  mobilizing  support  for  gay  rights 
resolutions  in  the  NDP. 

But  while  delegates  debated  policy,  a 
struggle   in  defence   of  democratic   rights 
was  unfolding  in  the  corridors.   Several 
weeks  before  the  convention  began,   Assist- 
ant NDP  Federal  Secretary  Robin  Scars  arbi- 
trarily rejected  all   the  applications  of 
organizations  —  including  Gays  for  Equality 
(GFE)   of  Winnipeg  —  who  had  requested   liter- 
ature table  space. 

Last    February  GFE  was   refused   literature 
table  space  at  the  Manitoba  NDP  Convention. 
However,   when  GFE   threatened   to  picket   the 
NDP   headquarters,    the   restriction  was 
dropped. 

"The  decision    [of  Sears)  was  rationaliz- 
ed",   explained   an   Open   Letter  which  was 
distributed  to  the  convention,   "by  the  ar- 
gument   that    too  many   groups   had   applied 
(ten  groups)   and  that  the  convention  centre 
is   not  big  enough   to   accomodate   them.   This 
convention  centre  is  the  biggest  in  Canada 
with  room  for  hundreds  of  booths  and  dis- 
plays".  A  campaign  to  reverse  this  undemo- 
cratic decision  was  initiated  ironeidately 
by  GFE   and  Vanguard   Books.    The  Open   Letter 
to  New  Democrats,   signed  by  many  organiza- 
tions  and  prominent   individuals,   went   on   to 
say  that  the  decision  "denies  delegates  and 
observers. . .the  right  to  have  available  li- 
terature relevant  to  important  struggles 
now  taking  place  in  Canada  and  literature 
relevant  to  the  discussions  that  will  occur- 
in  the  convention". 

Despite  this  protest,  the  Federal  Council, 
meeting   on   the   eve  of  the   convention,   de- 
cided to  uphold  the  decision  restricting 
literature  sales.    But  the  struggle  didn't 
end  at  that.   The  organizations  defending  a 
policy  of  open  literature  sales  set  up 

Lx  literature  tables  anyway  and  attempt- 
ed to  put  a  motion  on  the  floor  of  the  con- 
lion  reversing  the  decision.  After  a 
battle  against   the  NDP    leadership  which   in- 
cluded several   eviction   threats  —  at   one 
point,   four  Winnipeg  policemen  arrived  to 
try  and  take  down  the  tables--the  NDP   lead- 
ership  conceded.    Literature   and  newspapers 
could  be  sold:   a  victory  had  been  won. 

In  addition  to  spearheading   the   campaign 
■gainst    literature   sales   restrictions,   CFE 
also   distributed  one   thousand   copies   of  a 
leaflet  calling  on  the  NDP  to  "take  a  fora- 
al  position  on  the  civil  rights  of  homosex- 
ual cltiiens".  The  leaflet  called  on  the 
NDP   to   demand   the   federal   government   "un- 
dertake a  program  consisting  of  research  in 


That  bastion  of  heterosexual  jock 
ues,  the  engineering  profession,  ha 
challenged  by  Trevor  Mountford-Smit! 


mgine. 


i   the 
trade 


pages   of  En,jineerinti,    the 
publication  of  the  profess 

Mount  ford-Smith  was   responding   to  an 
article  by  regular  columnist  Connie  Bail- 
lie   in  which  she   said  she   had  never   seen 
or  heard  of  a   gay   engineer.      He  explained 
in  his    letter  why  gays   are   often   unwil- 
ling  to   identify   themselves,   especially 
in  such  hostile  contexts,    and  described 
the   civil    rights   rnd  edu;3tior.al   work  of 

He  called  upon  Ms.  Baillie  to  help  dis- 
pel misconceptions  about  gay  people  ra- 
ther than  perpetuate  them. 

Predictably,    response   from  other  en- 
gineers in  later  issues  was  not  positive. 
One   letter  was   a   supercilious  poem  sprin- 
kled with  terms  like   'nancy'   and  'queer', 
another  equated  homosexuality  with  blind- 
ness and  deafness,  neither  of  which  sad 
afflictions  should  be  promoted.     Mount- 
ford-Smith   reported  generally   favourable 
reactions  from  co-workers. 


the  area  of  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation,  and  education  of  the  public  on 
the  basis  of  this  research. ..  [and]  to  amend 
the  Bill  of  Rights  accordingly,  and  to  en- 
sure that  all  subsequent  civil  rights  leg- 
islation he  such  that  sexual  orientation 
can   no   longer  be   a   legal   basis    for  dlscnm- 


say 


The  call  for  the  formation  of  an  NDP  Gay 
Caucus  was  also  issued  in  the   leaflet.   Har 
old  0esmer3is,   Windsor~Gay  Unity   chairper- 
son and  a  delegate  to  the  convention,  en- 
tered the  race  for  Federal  Council 
rights  platform.   The  Gay  Caucus  viewed  the 
campaign  as  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
popularizing  gay   liberation  issues  and 
threw   its   full   support  behind  Desmerais' 
campaign.   Although  Desmerais  was  not  elect- 
ed, he  was  able  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
vention debate  to  speak  in  favour  of  a  com- 
posite resolution  on  immigration  calling 
for  the  removal  of  the  racist  and  anti-gay 
Green   Paper  on   Immigration.   The  resolution 
was  subsequently  referred  to  the  resolu- 
tions committee  for  rewriting. 

Despite  the  attempted  literature  sales 
restriction  and  the  lack  of  discussion  on 
gay  rights   resolutions,  .gay   liberation  did 
become  an  issue  at  this  Federal  NDP  Conven- 
tion. The  success  of  the  gay  liberation  in- 
tervention serves  as  an  example  for  the  en- 
tire gay  movement  3S  it  attempts  to  win  po- 
litical parties  to  a  gay  rights  pcrspectivi 
and  build   the  newly  established  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  from  coast  to  coast. 

by  STUART  RUSSELL 
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Student  paper 

publishes  gay  supplement 

The   Peal,    thr   Simon   Frax, 

par,   published   a  gay  *upplr*.-nt 
in    iti    July    9th    issue.       Itu-    four-pate    itiiert 
contained  articles  by  gay   student), 
and  Vancouver  gays   covering  many  aspect*  °r 
the   gay  struggle.      The   supplement   was  pre- 
pared  by   Cay   People-    of    SfU   "im    er 
reach  gay  people   raid  '.    ,*  n|| 

on  this   campus".      There  are   about   S.OOO  stu- 
dents on  the   SFU  campus. 

New  group 
formed  in  Calgary 

A  new  gay  organization  has  been   formed  in 
Calgary.   Gay   Information  and  Resources, 
a  social  services  group,  was  born  in  June. 

The   group  got   off  to  a  humorous   start,   ac- 
cording  to  chairperson  John  Hindi,   when   the 
Calgary  post  office  refused  to  accept   for 
mailing,    a  nunber  of  post   cards   intended   to 
inform  other  gay   groups  of  GIR'S   existence. 
Ihe  reason:     a  statement   in  the  notice  that 
'Calgary  has  finally  gotten  off  iti   'cowboy 
ass'"  was  termed  abusive   language  by  postal 
officials.      In   the   end,    however,   national 
duty  overrode   local   pride   and   the  notices 
were  allowed  to  pass  through  the  mails  un- 
altered. 

The  address  of  Gay  Information  nnd  Resour- 
ces  is:    *2   112A   8th  Avenue   SB,   Calgary. 

National  gay  conference 
marks  US  bicentennial 

The  Gay  Activists  Alliance   of  Washington 
DC  will   host   a   Bicentennial   Conference   on 
Cays  and  the  Federal  Government  on  Columbus 
Day  weekend   (October   10-14)    later   this  year. 
The   conference   will   examine   the  ways   in 
which  the  US  federal  government  affects  the 
lives   of   gay  women   and  men   in   the   United 
States. 

In   addition   to  panel   sessions  on  particu- 
lar aspects  of  relations  between  gays  and 
the   US   government,    there  will   also  be  a 
number  of  plenary   sessions   dedicated  to 
broad  perspectives  on  the  gay  movement  to- 
Further  information  is  available  from 
Bicentennial   Conference,   GAA/DC,    Box  2554. 
Washington  DC  20013. 


Ottawa  gays  prepare 
legal  aid  booklet,  ask  help 

Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO)  has  contracted  with 
Self  Counsel  Press  of  Vancouver  to  prepare 
a  booklet  about  the  law  for  gays.  Self 
Counsel  Press  publishes  a  series  of  book- 
lets which  disseminates  legal  information 
to  the  public  for  a  reasonable  price.  The 
series   is   distributed   throughout   Canada. 

The  booklet  will  be  a  revision  and  ex- 
pansion of  GO'S    1973  publication   "Gays   and 
the  law".   Because  it  will  deal  with  the  ap- 
plication as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  law, 
GO  would  like  to  hear  from  those  across  the 
country  who  may  have  information  about  case 
histories  or  judicial   interpretations.   Such 
people   arc   asked  to  contact   GO  President 
Charlie  Hill  through  Gays  of  Ottawa,  Box 
2919,   Station   D,   Ottawa,   Ontario. 


Gay  studies 

at  University  of  Toronto 

The  University  of  Toronto  School  of  Con- 
tinuing Studies  is  again  offering  a  gay 
studies  course  this  fall.  Associate  Profes- 
sor John  A.Lee  of  the  Sociology  Department 
will  teach  The  Gay  Experience:  A  Sociologi- 
cal Perspective.  The  course  is  described  as 
'of  special  value  to  those  in  the  "helping 
professions'"  and   'of   interest   to  concerned 
parents,   teachers,   and  colleagues  seeking 
insight   into  what  has  become  an  openly  dis- 
cussed and  acknowledged  alternative  life- 
style'. 

Further  information  on  the  extension 
mure*  r»n  hf  h»H   from  the  Universitv  of 
Toronto  School  of  Continuing  Studies,   liy 
St  Ceorg*  St,  Toronto  (928-240S). 
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Lopez  Rega's  fall 
eases  gay 
oppression 

The  progressive  movement   in  Argentina,   a 
long  with   the  Homosciual    Liberal  i 
U-bratcd  a  major   victor, 
month  with   the   fall   of  Jose   Lopez   Rega.   Mi 
ntstcr  of  Social   Welfare. 

Lopez  Reno,    the  power  hehind  the  throne 
and  chief  advisor  to  President   "Isobelita" 
Pcron  has   been   attempting  to   impose  neo- 
fascist   control   on  Argentina   since   the 
death  of  General  Juan  Peron   last  year.   He 
was  a  confirmed  spiritualist  who  delated  to 
receive  direction   from  "the   other  world". 
Indications   arc   that   this   other  world  may 
be  the  Washington  headquarters  of  the  US 
Centrul    Intelligence  Agency. 

In  the  fight   to  prop  up  the  shaky  right- 
wing  rule  of  Mrs   Peron   against   the   growing 
power  of  the  progressive  sectors  of  Pcron- 
isn  and   the   independent  workers   movement, 
Rega  stooped  to  the  roost  rabid  level  of  gay 
ng  to  be  seen  in  a   long  time.    Lost  Fe- 
bruary,  El  Conditio,   the  organ  of  Rega's 
Welfare  Ministry   published  an   article   en- 
titled  "Acabar  con    los   homostjiualcs"--"F)n- 
ish  off  the  homosexuals". 

A  few  quotes  will  serve  to  indicate  the 
tone  of  the  article: 

"As  children  they  played  with  dolls.  As 
they  got  older,  violent  sports  horrified 
then.  As  was  to  be  expected,  time  passed 
and  they  got  the  habit  of  turning  on  the 
radio  to  listen  to  greasy  foreigners  and 
became  conscientious  objectors. 

"As  this  decadence  grew  amongst  us  and 
the  numbers  of  the  boys  in  pink  increased, 
they  begon   to   fell    themselves    'isolated', 
'anguished',    'declassed'    and   'on  the 
fringe';    then  they  formed  a  club  or  front. 
"Their  symbol   is  FLH. 
"The  women  who  run  against     tho  stream 
have    thoir  own   little   games.      A  while   ago 
they  put  out  a  magazine;   half  bull,   haif 
marxism. 

'Marxism  has  utilized  and  utilizes  homo- 
sexuality as  an  instrument  for  its  penetra- 
tion and  as  an  ally  in  its  objective. 

"The   enemy   Hants   o   defeated   country.    As 
for  the  ones  who  arc  already  amongst,  we 
propose  Unit   they  be  locked  up  in  camps  for 
re-educution  and  work,   so  that  two  needs 
can  be  satisfied- -tho  need  to  keep  them  a- 
way    from  society   and   the  need   to   compensate 
the  Nation   for  the  loss  of  a  useful  man. 

"No  have  to  get  rid  of  the  homosexuals. 
He  ought  to  form  Vigilante  Squads  who  will 
go   out    and   comb   the   streets   and   catch   these 
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iair  or  shave   them  and   tie   them   to   in 
nth  explanatory  notes  attached. 

"He  have  to  get  rid  of  the  homosexuals. 
lock  them  up  or  kill  them.  Yes,  we  know, 
you're  going  to  tell  us  we're  exaggerating. 

*e  say,   go  to  the  police  station  and 
when  a   family  man  whose  son  has  just  been 
"touched"   or  "interfered  with"  or  "enticed" 
comes  out,   ask  him  what  he  would  do  if  he 
had  the  chance". 

Argentine  society  has  traditionally  been 
super  macho  and  anti-gay.  The  fact  that 
such  material  could  be  published  in  3  semi- 
official government  publication  is  an  indi- 
—  ion  of  the  difficulty  that  FLH  faces  in 
its  strutaie. 

At  the  same  time  Lopez  Rega  was  encour- 
aging Argentinian  straights  to  murder  gays, 

fas   attempting   to  smash   the   organized 
labour  movement.   His  Strategy  was  to  label 

I  labour  Movement  as  marxist,  equate 
marxism  to  homosexuality,  and  then  to  whip 
up  antihotaosexual  hysteria.  Rega  has  also 
been  accused  of  organi;uiE  the  Argentinian 
Viti-Coosunist  Alliance.  The  AAA  has  bru- 
ally  murdered  thousands  of  Argentinian 

in   the   past   year.    It   is  not  known 
whether  members  of  the  Homosexual  Libera- 
tion  Front   were   singled  out    as   targets. 
Rega's   fate  was  finally  sealed  Mil 

Igcntine   worker)   orrnnizcd   a   gener;.: 
■ 
cies.    His   fall    means   thai    the  work   of  the 
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"Everything  's  shaky  these  days,  honey  " 


(from  Inprea 


gay  movement    in   Argentina  will   be   somewhat 
easier;    however,    there    is   a   great   deal    to 
be   done.   The   fact   that   the   FLH  has  allied 
with  the  union  movement  does  not  negate 
tho  great   anti-gay  prejudice  which  still 
exists  among  the  Argentine  people. 

by  Tim  HcCaskell 


United  States 


10,000  gays  march 
to  mark  rebellion 

June  21-29  was  Gay  Pride  Keek,-  a  commemo- 
ration of  the  1969  Stonewall  Rebellion  when 
a  four-night-long  pitched  battle  took  place 
between  New  York  City  policemen  and  the  gay 
community.   The  effects  of  the  rebellion 
were  widespread;    emboldened  by   the   courage- 
ous resistance  of  their  brothers  and  sis- 
ters,   gay  people   came  out   all    across   the 
country',  proud  and  unafraid,    to  demand  an 
end  to  centuries  of  gay  oppression.  The  gay 
liberation  movement  was  bom. 

On  June  29,   ten  thousand  people  lurched 
in  the  New  York  City  Gay  Pride  March,    fron 
Sheridan  Square  to  Central  Park.  A  wide 
range  of  groups  was  represented:    the  Gay 
Activists  Alliance,   gay  religious  groups, 
Parents  of  Gays,   and  gay  people  from  Buffa- 
lo,  Boston,  Rochester.   Virginia  and  other 

Prominent  in  the     march  was  the  large 
contingent   from  the  Gay  Caucus   of  Youth   A- 
gainst  h'ar  and  Fascism,  whose  banners  and 
chants  lent  a  militant  spirit  to  the  march. 
"Stonewall  means  fight  back:   smash  gay  op- 
pression",  "Free  Joann  Little,   free  Susan 
Saxe,    free  all  political  prisoners",  and 
"The  victory  in  Vietnam  is  our  victory  too" 
were  sotv;  of  the  slogans  which  linked  the 
struggle  of  gays  to  those  of  other  oppress- 
ed people. 

At  a  demonstration  in  Boston  the  previous 
Saturday,  June  21,   two  thousand  people  had 
marched  from  Copley  Square  to  Boston  Com- 
mons,  where   a   rally  with   speakers   and  music 
was  held.    Current   issues   of  relevance   to 
the  gay  coiw&mity  in  Boston  were  raised: 


the   threatened  welfan    tut 
and  denial   of  the   right!   ol 

Also  raJ 
lesbian   si 

was   scheduled   to  begin   the    following  Mon- 
day.   l>c   Gay  Caucus  of  Youth   Again    . 
and  FasciM  of  Boston  raised  a  eel]    | 
tivc  support 
people  join 
' 

vita]    connection  between  racisn  and  sextan 
nth    the  ir   I      .  .    .  ,, 

oppression!"  and  "Stop  the  war  against 

Black   Amen  Bleck  , 

white:    same  struggle,   same    i 

It   is    in   the   spirit    of  thi^   thjnt    that 
gay  people  need   to  orient    tfci  I     olvei    to 
wards   the  coming  period.   Years   ago.   before 
there  was   a   gny  movement,    gay   people  were 
among  the   forenost   supporters   of  and 
strugglt-rs   for   the   rights   of  Clack   and  O- 
ther  Third  World  people.    They  were  among 
the    leaders  of  the  anti-vat  and  tfOi     n1 
movements.    But   despite    their   hard  work    in 
these  arenas,  and  the  respect    they  earned 
for  their  courage,    they   knew   that    U    the) 
revealed   to   the   very   people  with  whom  they 
struggled   that   they  were   gny,    they   risked 
the   loss   of  the    friendship   and    respect 
they  had  earned. 

The   gay   liberation  movement   was   necessary 
both  in  order  to  give  gay  people  pridi     In 
themselves  and  to  familiarize  straight 
people  with  the   truth   that   gay  people  are 
much  more   like    themselves   thnn  bourgeois 
propaganda  had    ltd   them  to  believe. 

These  tasks  are  not  completed;   nor  can 
they  bc--yet.    A   far  greater  crisis   faces 
all  working  people,   and  gays,   along  with 
other   oppressed,    are  being  especially  hard- 
hit.   The   capitalist   system  is   crunbllna   and 
the  bourgeoisie,    its   insatiable   need   for 
power  and  wealth  sharpened  by  panic,  would 
have  all  workers  and  oppressed  ot  on  eh  oth- 
er's throats  in  order  to  obscure  the  truth 
about   the   source  of   our   common   oppression. 
Gays  must   not   separate   themselves    fri 
er  struggles   at   this   time. 

Gay  people  played   a   significant    role   in 
the  December  14  National  Mobil i;ution  A- 
gainst  Racism,   and  continue  to  lead  in  the 
ongoing,    crucial    struggle   again St    racism    Lfl 
Boston.    This   is   an  example   of   the   kind  of 
struggle  which  must   be   waged.   The   current 
mobilization   around   the   case   of  Joann 
Little,   a  victim  of  the  racist,   sexist   pri- 
son system  is  another  cause  which  every  gay 
person  should  support.   Gay  people,  while 
never  retreating   from   their  own   rightful 
demands   for  human  respect,  must  join  with 
the   other  working  and  oppressed  people   in 
the  struggles  against  the  class  enemy  which 
lie   ahead. 

by  Connie  Harris       (from  Workers   World) 


Who  could  they 
possibly  mean? 


Advertising  in  this  category  must  be 
submitted  in  writing.    Re-orders  of  pre- 
viously run  ads  will  be  accepted  by  tele- 
phone. 

The  word  "Homosexual"  is  to  be  spelled 
out  in  full.   The  word  "gay"  is  not  accep- 
table except  as  it  may  appear  in  the  nana 
of  an  organization;  similarly,  the  word 
"straight"  is  not  acceptable. 

Public  events,  such  as  a  dance  or  open 
forms  to  discuss  homosexuality,  arc  accep- 
table. 

Advertising  on  behalf  of  homosexual 
organizations  where  the  purpose  of  the 
advertising  is  to  recruit  or  convert,  for 
example,  promoting  circulation  sub 
tions  to  periodicals  which  they  may  pub- 
lish, is  not  acceptable. 


From  the  latest  edition 
of  Toronto  Star  Standards 
of  Advertising  Acceptability 


NEWI  BRIEF! 


New  Zealand  MP 

seeks  ban  on  gay  liberation 

amendment  lo  a  bill  dealing  with  liOBOsexu.il 
law  reform  now  before  the  how  Zealand  Parli- 
■■mi  which  would  have  the  effect  of  'legis- 
lating against      gay    liber -r 

Uiifr   the   amendment   proposed  by   Dr.    Gerald 
Mall,   anyone  who   says,   writes,   or  docs   any- 
thing  to  anyone  under   20  which   could   lead 
that  person  to  believe  that  homosexual  be- 

havlour    is    nonajl    is    guilty   of  an    offence 

to  as  much  as  2  years  in  prison. 
Wiile  priest-,  and  counsellors  are  exempted, 
teachers,    lecturers,  parents  and  gay  people 

A  committee  to  oppose  Hall's  amendment 
ha-.  !,con  set  up  and  is  running  a  campaign 
to  have  the  amendment  thrown  out. 

--New   Zealand  Gay  News 


BC  Lesbian  caucus 
advances  feminist  analysis 


the   Bn 
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Fedcration  of  ho- 
men   founding   convention   in  October   1974,   a 
group  of   lesbian/feminists  met   to  create 
BC's    first   up-fro7it   politico"    IcsMsii 
group.   Since   that   ttm»   ""■   '-r^-ii 

regularly  to  develop  and  articulate 
a  feminist  analysis  of  the  rights  of  lesbi- 
an women.  Policies  on  lesbian  rights  writ- 
ten by  the  Caucus  for  presentation  at  the 
next  BCFW  policy  convention  have  been  lull- 
ed as  "breaking  new  ground  in  the  Canadian 
women's  movement". 

For  more  information,   write:    Lesbian  Cau- 
cus,  203-918  East  8th  Ave.,  Vancouver,    BC. 

From  Pedestal 


Decision  imminent 
in  BC  gay  rights  case 

A  decision  by  a  British  Columbia  Human 
Rights   Commission   Board   of   Inquiry    is   still 
pending   in   the   case  of  the   Vancouver  Gay 
Alliance  Towards   Equality   against   The  Van- 
couver Sun.   Last  February  the  Board  heard 
the  caso   in  which   GATE   contended   that   the 
Sun's  refusal   to  carry  an  advertisement  for 
Gay  Tide,   GATE'S   newspaper,    constituted  a 
contravention   of   the   broadly   framed   BC  Hu- 
man  Rights   Act    (See  The   Body  Politic   M8). 

According  to  Human  Rights  Director  Kath- 
leen Ruff,  who  supported  GATE'S  case,  a  de- 
cision has  been  delayed  by  requests  from 
both  parties  in  the  complaint  to  be  allowed 
to  make  written  submissions.  She  indicated 
that  a  decision  could  be  expected  by  the 
middle  of  September. 


MCC  starts 
counselling  service 

The  Gay  Community  Services  Centre,   a  pro- 
ject  administered  by  the  Toronto  Metropoli- 
tan Community  Church,  was  opened  in  mid-July 
in  Toronto.  The  centre  operates  a  personal 
counselling  service  and  phone-line  from  the 
MCC  headquarters   at   20  Trinity   Square.    Hours 
are  7  pm  to  midnight  during  the  week  and 
all-night  on  weekends. 

A  similar  service  has  been  operated  in  a 
sporadic  manner  by  the  Community  llomophile 
Association  of  Toronto  for  some  time.  How- 
ever, it  was  felt  that  the  CHAT  service  at- 
tracted a  largely  middle-class  response  and 
did  not  encourage  other  members  of  the  gay 
lunity,  such  as  hustlers,  street  people, 
and  gays  new  to  the  city. 

MCC  pastor  Bob  Kolfe  said  the 'centre 
plans  to  expand  to  handle  problems  not 
specifically   related   to  sexuality.    For  ex- 
ample, lit:  hopes  to  arrange  a  system  with 
the  Parole  Board  whereby  counsellors  from 

centre  can  act  as  probation  officers 
for  gays   on   parole. 


Calgary  gays  try 
to  stop  the  show 


pi*  in  Calgary  were  recently  in- 
volved in  a  confrontation  with  the  local 
Four  Seasons  Hotel  management.  The  enter- 
tainment in  the  hotel's  'Cabaret',  a  group 
known  as  the  Dandies,  included  in  their 
routine  an  offensive  anti-gay  sketch  which 
aroused   the   ire  of  gay  patrons. 

nuoeruus     letters    of  protest,    and 
what   has  been  described  as   a  "physical   con- 

"  with    (he  group,    the  hotel  man- 
agement permitted   the   band   to  retain   the 
Sketch.   As   a   further   insult   to   local   gays. 
one   of   the  protest    letters,   with   anti-gay 
obscenities   appended,   was  posted  on  the 
employee's   bulletin  board   in   the  hotel. 


Windsor  opens 
drop-in  centre 


Windsor  Gay  Unity  has  announced   the  open- 
ing of  a  Drop-In  Centre.   The  Centre,   which 
will    initially  be  open  Monday  and  Wednesday 
evenings,    is   open   to  all   Nindsor-area  gay 
people,   and      is    located  at   137  Park  N. 


OHRC 

reneges 

A  crack   appeared   in   the  CHBC's   lib 
cade   recently,   when  John  Damten  vi    tl 
Commission   to  register  a  complaint    • 
been   discriminated  against   on   the   *t 
homosexuality.    (Unirn  was    loftily  informed 
by  an  OHRC  official   that   the   Com, 
not  accept   complaints  dealing  with   smxualtty. 
This  blatant  1)    contradicts  tiie  Coma) 
stated  policy   of   last   year,    that   it   would 
accept   and   record  such   corny  1. <  in  t  n  .    even   ii 
it   was   not   prepared   to  act   on  them. 

"hen  Damicn   revealed  his    identity,    the 
official   excused  himself   fcO 

sulfation,    then   returned   to  reiterate  his   re- 
fusal.   At   this   point,    Damien   Cmiephi 

msel,   who  prevailed  upon  the  offi- 
cial  to  honour  the  OHRC*   previous   commit- 
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SATURDAY  SEPTEMBER  13th 

meet  at  Queen's  Park  ll30  DH1 

Re-instate  John  Damien! 

Put  sexual  orientation 

in  the  Human  Rights  Code! 
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The  family  - 
'Don't  shut  us  out  of  your  life' 


by  Merv  Walker 

Revealing  our  gayness  would  not  be 
a  difficult  matter  if  we  did  not 
dread  the  reaction.     In  encouraging 
people   to  come  out  it  ie  a  mistake 
to  belittle  that  reaction  or  to  eay 
that  it  does  not  exist  or  is  not 
very  corrmon.      We  muet  be  prepared 
for  the  worst. 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Body  Pol- 
itic we  published  a  letter  in  which 
a  gay  man  came  out  with  his  parents. 
In  this  issue  we  present  the  nega- 
tive reeponse  of  another  man's  par- 
ents and  the  exchange  which  led  to 
a  better  understanding. 

My  coming  out  letter,   which  is  not 
included  here,   was  sent   to  my  par- 
ents, an  elder  married  sister  (Merle) 
and    was  read  by  an  elder  married 
brother   (Stewart).      The  individual 
responses  of  my  mother  and  father 
were  very  similar  and  have  been  com- 
bined here  into  one   letter.      My  sis- 
ter 's  response  was  much  more  posi- 
tive.    Although  only  a  small  part  of 
it  is  included  here,  it  was  extreme- 
ly important  in  helping    me  to  over- 
come the  depression  created  by  n^/ 
parents'  unexpected  reaction.     I 
would  whole-heartedly  agree  with  the 
oft-stated  advice  to  tell  brothers 
and  sisters  first. 


Disbelief 


We  were  indeed  shocked  and  sur- 
prised and  cried  and  prayed  to  God 
for  help  and  guidance   in  this  matter. 
We  had  no  idea  that  you  were  having 
trouble  this  way.     We   feel  that  we 
have   failed  in  some  way,   not  enough 
love,   security  or  guidance.     However, 
whatever  the  reason,  we  want   to  help 
you  out  of  it. 

How  could  you  ever  think  we  would 
reject  you?     If  you  had  been  born 
with  one  arm  we  would  have   loved  you. 
This  in  no  way  changes  our  love  for 
you.     That  we  didn't  mention  homo- 
sexuality in  your   lifetime  was   due 
to  ignorance  on  our  part.      I  never 
realized  that  it  could  have  a  place 
in  our  family  and  should  be  discus- 
sed with  you  kids. 

Yes,   I  knew  you  were  unhappy  at 
home,   but    I   thought   it  was   just   grow- 
ing up.  Merle  was  dissatisfied  at 
home  around  that  age  and  so  was  Stew- 
art but  now  that   they  have  homes  of 
their  own   they've  changed.     We  all 
go  through  that   stage.     My  heart   is 
breaking  to  think  of  the  gap  between 
me  and  my  children.     All    I   ever  wan- 
ted was  to  be  a  good  Mother  but  some- 
how I've  failed. 

Your  letter  stated  that  you  thought 
you  were  different  in  Grade  11,  which 
would  make  you  IS.  You  probably  had 
wet  dreams,  which  is  natural  for  boys 
in  their  teens  and  unmarried  men.  Or 
you  may  have  relieved  yourself  by 
hand.  Again,  many  do  this,  even  old 
bachelors  relieve  themselves  by  the 
hand  car  Method.     This  does  not  say 
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that  there  is  anything  wrong  with 
you  or  that  you  were  a  homo. 

Mervin,  I  cannot  believe  that  you 
went  into  this  voluntarily  the  first 
time.  You  were  no  doubt  invited  to 
a  room  with  some  more  boys,  they 
gave  you  a  few  drinks  and  got  you 
half  under  the  weather,  then  they  in- 
vited you  to  stay  over  night  and  go 
to  school  from  their  place  the  next 
day.   Then  one  or  two  worked  you 
over.  They  probably  threatened  you 
with  your  life  if  you  dared  to  re- 
port them.   Then  of  course  you  would 
feel  guilty  and  unable  to  get  out  of 
it. 

I  never  had  experiences  with  homos 
myself  but  in  the  navy,  several 
times,  some  of  the  teenage  sailors 
went  ashore  and  came  back  swearing 
because  some  homo  had  propositioned 
them.  They  usually  slugged  them  and 


took  off  back  to  the  ship.  Arnold 
was  hitch-hiking  when  he  wa^  16.  ne 
met  up  with  some  guy  who  offered  him 
a  bed  for  the  night.  The  guy  tried 
to  work  Arnold  over  when  he  got  him 
in  bed.  Arnold  fought  him  off  and 
hit  him  over  the  head  with  a  chair, 
then  beat  it.  These  homos  will  ap- 
proach and  attack  anybody  whether 
they  are  homos  or  not,  just  as  an- 
other man  may  seduce  a  girl. 

We  went  to  see  a  psychiatrist.  He 
said  that  you  yourself  had  to  make 
up  your  mind  to  get  out  of  it.  We 
believe  with  all  our  hearts  that  you 
have  too  much  intelligence  and  ambi- 
tion to  resign  yourself  to  a  life  of 
that.  First  you  must  get  away  from 
this  newspaper  (The  Body  Politic] 
and  nest  of  homos  and  live  with 
other  people. 

There  are  many  Pentecostal  chur- 


flAIUPIl 


chcs   that  preach  salvation  and  prac- 
tice  it   strongly.      If  you  can  get   in 
volved  with  one  of  these  churches, 
they  will   surely  help  you  to  think 
that    sex  out  of  marriage    is  wrong 
and  that   sex  in  marriage  is   right. 
The  Bible  says  "he  who  thinks  of 
adultery  is  guilty  of  adultery".      In 
other  words,  with  the  help  of  God, 
get  sex  out  of  your  mind.      I  will 
pay  your  way  to  any  Bible  school 
that  you  want  to  attend.      Being  in 
complete  contact  with  God  for  seven 
days  a  week  would  surely  help  you  to 
change  and  to  marry  and  lead  a  nor- 
mal  life. 

Looking  at   this   from  the  other  an- 
gle,   if  there  is  no  cure  for  this 
ailment  and     you  have  to  be  this  way 
for  the  rest  of  you  life,   there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  why  you  can't 
finish  your  university  and  take  a 
job.     There  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  tell  people  your  personal 
feelings.     The  psychiatrist  said 
that   there  were  many  professors, 
doctors  and  others  who  were  that 
way  and  yet  got  along  OK. 

P was  the  town  clerk  for  many 

years,   he  was  a  good  clerk,   and 
didn't  bother  other  people,   so  other 

people   treated  him  alright.      G 

was   supposed  to  be  that  way,   yet  he 
ran   a  successful  business  and  took 
part   in  many  town   functions.      There 
are  many  men  around  town,   who  are 
fifty  or  more  and  have  never  married. 
They  always  seem  to  be  in  the  com- 
pany of  men  and  drink  beer  and  curl. 
Whether  they  are  homos  or  not  would 
be  hard  to  say,   but   in  any  case, 
they  have  not  married  and  seem  to 
have  reasonably  happy   lives. 

There  are  some  questions   I'd  like 
to  ask.      Do  you  think     you  were  born 
this  way,    is   it   a  genetic  imbalance? 
Were  you   led  into  it   by  being  a  ra- 
ther shy  and  reserved  person?     Was 
it   lack  of  communication  between  us 
as  parents,   or  the   lack  of  parental 
guidance   in  telling  you  the  facts  of 
life  at  the  age  of  puberty?  We  still 
have   3  youngsters  to  raise. 

My  heart   is  so   full   and  so  very 
heavy.      I   want  only  to  understand 
and  help  you  and  to  be  allowed  to 
continue  to   love  you.      Your  home   is 
still   here,   and  we  are  the  same  par- 
ents you've  always  known.   Don't  shut 
us  out   of  your  life.     That  would  be 
more  than  we  could  stand. 


Anger 


I  get  the  impression  from  your  let- 
ters that  you  have  been  told,  or 
have  imagined,  that  the  big  city  is 
filled  with  evil  people.  Among 
these  are  a  number  of  furtive  little 
ogres  called  "homos",  who  dart  about 
dragging  young  innocents  off  the 
streets  and  threatening  them  with 
their  lives. 

Neatly  you  separate  those  "homos" 
from  yourselves  and  from  me  by  tell- 
ing me  about  all  of  the  things  they 
do.  Well,  I  am  a  homosexual,  now 
it's  up  to  you  --  you  can  identify 
me  with  those  "homos"  you've  de- 
scribed [do  you  think  I  fit  the  de- 
scription?) or  you  can  realize  that 
there  is  no  auoh  thing.      Homosexuals 
are  people,  just  like  you,  and  just 
like  your  son. 

At  any  rate,  one  thing  had  better 
be  perfectly  clear;   I  will  not  put 
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used  again  you  will  simply  not  hear 
from  me  until  I  receive  an  apology. 
Only  two  words;  homosexual,  and  Gay 
are  acceptable  to  me. 

I  was  angry  when  I  received  your 
letters.   I  trusted  that  you  would 
read  my  letter  and  take  what  I  said 
as  the  truth  about  myself.   But  at 
times,  reading  yours,  I  found  it 
difficult  to  believe  that  you  had 
even  read  mine  past  the  word  'homo- 
sexual'.  Everywhere  you  miscon- 
strued, reading  what  you  wanted  to 
read  rather  than  what  was  written. 
I've  tried  to  go  through  your  let- 
ters and  explain  to  you  all  of  the 
things  you  have  said  which  have  no 
basis  in  fact  or  in  common  sense. 

You  taught  me  that  religion  is  a 
matter  of  personal  choice,  and  that 
I  should  respect  peoples'  right  to 
choose.   I  have  made  it  clear  before 
that  I  have  no  feelings  for  religion 
and  no  desire  to  get  involved  in  it. 
So  would  it  be  too  much  to  ask  that 
you  show  a  little  of  that  respect 
you  used  to  preach? 

You  seem  to  think  that  because  I 
am  attracted  to  men  instead  of  to 
women,  that  I  think  about  sex  24 
hours  a  day.  Therefore,  I  should 
'get  sex  out  of  my  mind'.  If  you 
will  stop  and  think  about  it  for  a 
moment  you  will  realise  that  there 
is  no  logic  or  common  sense  in  that 
statement  whatever. 

I  cannot  stress  enough  that  I  am 
not  sick  or  ailing  [and  I  am  still 
in  possession  of  both  of  my  arms 
thank  you).  Yes,  I  am  different. 
I  have  more  education  and  come  from 
a  larger  family  than  most  people.   I 
also  come  from  a  farm,  wear  glasses, 
read  a  great  deal,  and  have  a  boy- 
friend. Why  should  that  last  one 
have  such  effect?  It's  just  another 
of  the  ways  in  which  I  differ  from 
other  people.   It  is  not  more  posi- 
tive nor  more  negative  in  value  than 
any  of  the  others. 

Psychiatrists  try  to  'cure'  people 
of  being  different.  One  of  the 
methods  they  use  is  called  shock 
"therapy".   It  has  very  accurately 
been  called  a  kind  of  torture,  for 
it  is  extremely  inhumane.  The  sui- 
cide rate  among  people  who  try  to 
change  their  sexuality  in  this  [or 
any  other)  way  is  very  high.   Dif- 
ference does  not  equal  ailment. 

It  is  interesting  that  you  mention 
a  number  of  gay  people  in  town.  I 
was  going  to  mention  them  to  you  and 
ask  if  they  too  were  those  sick 

"homos"  you  told  me  about.  G , 

for  example,   did  more   for  the   town 
than  many  other  people  you  could 
mention.      Surely  you  wouldn't   think 
of  him  as  sick.      Likely  you  wouldn't 
think  of  him  as  anything  but  just 

G . 

It  would  be  difficult  for  Stewart 
to  hide  from  you  the  fact  that  he's 
married.  He  would  have  to  avoid 
talking  about  the  one  he  loves,  and 
about  80%  of  his  activities  because 
they  take  place  with  her. 

It  was  precisely  the  same  for  me. 
My  actual  sex  life  is  none  of  your 
business,   but  trying  to  hide  it 
really  cut  down  on  what  I  would  say 
to  you. 

You  seemed  to  think  that  I  was 
worried  lest  you  reject  me.   I  don't 
think  that  I  implied  this  anywhere. 


because  I  did  not  believe  11 
happen.   In  fact,  I  was  prepared  for 
a  much  more/  positive,  rational  re- 
sponse  from  you  than  I  got.  particu- 
larly after  Merle  wrote  and  said: 
I'm  glad  you  were  able  to 
bring  it  out  and  tell  the 
family.   I'm  sure  you  are 
finally  at  peace  with 
yourself  without  pretend- 
ing to  always  be  someone 
you  weren't  and  couldn't 
possibly  be.   I'm  proud 
of  you  for  having  the  guts 
to  stand  up  for  yourself, 
which  is  something  few 
of  us  have.  Your  being 
gay  doesn't  change  our 
feelings  for  you.   It  is 
just  another  part  of  your 
personality  which  makes 
you  an  individual. 
Merle  apparently  recognized  some- 
thing that  you  have  not;   I  have 
been  gay  for  a  long  while.  I  haven't 
suddenly  changed,  only  your  know- 
ledge of  me  has.   I  am  not  going 
through  any  kind  of  a  crisis,  but 
perhaps  you  are. 

Because  I  haven't  changed,  it 
seems  strange  to  me  that  you  would 
suddenly  blame  my  unhappiness  at 
home  on  being  gay.   It  was   related, 
just  as' Merle's  and  Stewart's  desire 
for  a  sexual  outlet  was  related  to 
their  unhappiness  at  that  age. 

What  is  this  nonsense  about  being 
a  good  mother?  Suddenly  you  find 
that  your  son  is  not  doing  precisely 
what  you'd  expected  --  is  this  rea- 
son to  call  your  whole  life  into 
question?  Did  you  doubt  your  value 
as  a  mother  when  Stew  quit  school? 
When  Merle  went  to  business  college 
instead  of  university?  We  are  peo- 
ple too,  not  machines  that  you  pro- 
gram to  do  certain  things.  How  do 
you  suppose  your  parents  felt  when 
you  left  home  at  the  tender  age  of 
15  and  married  a  man  13  years  your 
elder? 

Most  people  go  through  life  doing 
all  the  'right'  things,  never  ques- 
tioning whether  or  not  the  'right' 
things  will  make  them  happy.  Don't 
you  think  it  better  that  I  choose  my 
own  course,  with  the  guidance  of  the 
values  and  the  traits  you  have  given 
roe,  than  to  go  through  life  numbly 
acting  out  the  roles  that  everyone 
else  acts  out?  Roles  that  I  would 
have  to  crush  my  emotions  and  squelch 
my  intelligence  to  live  with. 

I  will  not  answer  your  last  ques- 
tion at  this  time,  because  I  hope  to 
make  you  see  that  there  is  no  possi- 
ble way  to  answer  it.   Why  one  indi- 
Continued  on  page  27 
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The  'shameful'  secret 


Gay  oppression  is  ubiquitous,   multi-sided  and  often  dif- 
ficult to  describe.     And  yet,   if  we  don't  know  how  and 
why  we  are  oppressed,   there's  not  much  point  in  talking 
about   liberation. 

Inside  Out  is  a  column  of  baeio  observations  whiah  are 
essential  to  self-understanding  —  and  therefore  self- 
liberation. 

The  phrase   "coming  out",   as  used  by  gay  people,   has 
three  meanings:    to  acknowledge  one's  homosexuality   to 
oneself;  to  reveal  oneself  as  homosexual  to  other  gay 
people;  and  lastly,    to  declare  one's  homosexuality  to 
everyone  and  anyone... 


Homosexuals  are  unlike  any  other  oppressed  group 
in  that  their  identity  is  almost  always  invisible  to 
others.   They  can  even  conceal  their  homosexuality  from 
themselves,    for  such  is  the  disgust  attached  to  the  word 
'homosexual'  that  many  people  who  have  need  of  homo- 
sexual experience  never  acknowledge  it,  and  sometimes 
those  who  quite  frequently  seek  out  such  experience 
manage  to  convince  themselves  that  they  are  not  really 
"one  of  them." 

To  state  explicitly  that  one  is  homosexual  goes 
against  a  lifetime's  conditioning.   The  shame  we  have 
been  taught  to  feel  is  deep  and  real.  The  words  "I  am 
homosexual"  stick  in  the  throat.   But  coming  out  is  es- 
sential. While  the  majority  of  gay  people  continue  to 
hide  their  'shameful'  secret,  the  achievements  of  the 
gay  movement  are  bound  to  remain  insubstantial.   Lobby- 
ing the  political,  medical  or  educational  world  will 
ultimately  serve  to  reinforce  their  view  of  homosexual- 
ity as  being  something  remote  from  everyday  reality,  and 
gays  as  being  other  people  somewhere  else,  if  homosex- 
uals within  those  worlds  do  not  play  their  part.   Nor 
would  it  be  possible  to  give  a  distorted  picture  of  gays 
if  people  could  simply  see   us  in  all  our  variety.   While 
most  gays  hide  their  identity,  the  greater  will  be  the 
problems  of  those  who  have  come  out,  were  prised  out, 
or  by  virtue  of  their  evident  homosexual  traits  were 
always  out.  How  often  do  discreet  homosexuals  stand 
by  while  their  more  obvious  brothers  and  sisters  are 
made  the  butt  of  heterosexual  mockery. 

All  that  we  have  said  reflects  the  idea  of  the  for- 
mation of  a  sense  of  community.   Coming  out  is  even  more 
meaningful  now  that  the  existence  of  the  gay  movement 
allows  us  to  think  in  terms  of  coming  out  together. 
Ripples  of  self-disclosure  reinforce  each  other  within 
a  wave  of  social  change.   A  community  can  only  exist 
when  we  identify  with  each  other's  needs.   So  often 
identification  is  purely  negative;  gays  cannot  ally  with 
those  who  reflect  what  they  hate  in  themselves;  fearing 
to  come  out  they  are  unwilling  to  unite  with  those  who 
have  the  power  to  expose  them.   Once  one  does  regard 
other  gay  people  as  part  of  a  genuine  community  deman- 
ding support,  coming  out  becomes  a  meaningful  way  of 
giving  that  support. 

By  coming  out  with  people  they  already  know,  gay 
people  can  demonstrate  that  homosexuals  are  real  people 
whose  lives  cannot  be  trampled  on.   "We  are  the  people 
you  warned  us  against"  captures  the  effect.   If  they  can 
discuss  their  feelings  and  lovers  when  heterosexuals 
discuss  theirs.this  will  have  far  more  effect  than  any 
amount  of  propaganda  about  the  'validity'  of  homosexual 
relationships.   By  coming  out  indiscriminately  [by 
wearing  a  badge,  for  instance),  gays  oblige  everyone  to 
see  that  there  are  people  who  feel  no  shame  in  being 
known  as  homosexual.   'Gay  Pride'  is  the  concept  formed 
in  opposition  to  the  shame  that  all  gay  people  are  con- 
ditioned to  feel,  a  shame  that  society  demands  as  the 
condition  for  its  limited  tolerance;  to  deny  this  shame 
is  to  demand  unconditional   acceptance.   It  is  pointless 
to  limit  coming  out  to  "those  who  will  understand"; 
only  by  public,   indiscriminate,   indiscreet   self-disclo- 
sure can  this  shame  be  denied. 

ftw  With  Downcast  Gays,  Aspects  of  Homosexual  Self- 
Oppression  by  Andrew  Bodges  and  David  Butter.  London, 
1974.  Available  from  Glad  Pay  Books,  139  Seaton  St., 
Toronto,   Ontario. 


Why  I  want  a  lover 


by  Alan  Belkin 

I  want  a  lover.  Why?  I  have  things 
others  lack  --  I  worlc  in  a  profes- 
sion I  love  (I  am  a  musician),  I 
have  good  friends  I  treasure,  am  in 
good  health  --  and  yet  I  feel  I  am 
missing  something.  This  something 
is  not  just  sex,  but  "love1.  Some- 
one I  can  share  with  on  an  everyday 
basis,  sexually  and  emotionally  -- 
this  is  what  I  want. 

When  I  first  came  out  (about  16^ 
months  ago),  I  was  much  less  sure  of 
what  1  wanted.   I  read  the  usual  gay 
liberation  literature,  went  to  a 
couple  of  consciousness-raising 
groups,  heard  liberationists  of  var- 
ious persuasions  speak  on  gay  life 
and  love,  and  found  myself  confused 
and  not  much  happier  than  I  had  been. 
I  had  expected  coming  out  to  be  the 
answer.  After  all,  it  had  taken  me 
from  the  time  I  was  13  to  the  time  I 
was  22.  Surely  after  I  had  taken 
this  difficult  step,  the  world  would 
take  notice  and  give  me  something  in 
return  for  ray  efforts.  And  it  did  -- 
a  new  set  of  questions  and  longings 
mixed  in  with  the  old. 

To  be  sure,  the  guilt  about  my  ho- 
mosexuality was  no  longer  there.  I 
was  proud  to  be  gay,  and  finally  I 
could  express  gay  feelings  in  talking 
to  people  without  the  air  of  confes- 
sing a   sin.  Also,  for  the  first 
time  I  had  gay  friends,  and  I  learned 
to  be  comfortable  in  the  presense  of 
all  the  non-straight  kinds  of  gay 
people:  the  queens,  transvestites, 
etc.   I  also  no  longer  felt  the  in- 
ternal pressure  to  force  myself  on 
any  gay  person  I  met  in  the  fear 
that  I  would  not  meet  another  one 
for  years.   I  became  generally  more 
relaxed. 

As  I  came  into  contact  with  gay 
literature,  I  encountered  the  'fuck 
everything  in  sight'  philosophy,  the 
view  that  sex  had  to  be  'meaningful' 
to  be  meaningful,  that  'marriage' 
was  the  only  alternative,  that  the 
answer  lay  in  'multiple  relation- 
ships' ,  and  so  on.   As  for  myself,  I 
was  unsure.   A  lot  of  men  excited  me 
sexually,  and  I  was  meeting  more  gay 
people  than  ever  before.   Part  of  me 
wanted  emotional  reassurance  through 
sex,  and  the  other  part  for  the 
first  time  faced  the  possibility 
that  maybe  I  just  wanted  a  lot  of 
sex  to  make  up  for  all  that  lost 
time.  The  infrequent  actual  sexual 
experiences  I  did  have  confused  me 
even  more.   Either  through  bad  luck 
or  some  kind  of  unconscious  selection 
on  my  part,  they  were  mostly  poor, 
in  the  sense  that  roost  of  the  men  I 
was  with  were  not  giving  in  any  way 
(as  a  matter  of  fact,  one  or  two 
were  downright  cruel),  and  of  course 
this  left  me  more  unsure  of  myself 
than  ever.  Also,  I  had  learned  even 
prior  to  coming  out  that  one  was  not 
supposed  to  get  too  "heavy"  too  soon 
or  express  too  much  emotion,  or  else 
exit  stage  right.   This  I  found  very 
hard.  All  in  all,  I  was  finding  that 


given  my  own  emotional  vulnerability, 
having  sex  with  someone  1  didn't  know 
and  wasn't  sure  I  liked  in  any  but  a 
physical  way  could  be  an  invitation 
to  disaster.  But  with  none  of  my  gay 
male  friends  was  there  a  mutual  sex- 
ual attraction.   I  tried  having  sex 
with  one  who  was  attracted  to  me,  but 
to  whom  1  was  not  attracted,  and 
although  the  experience  was  meaning- 
ful and  valuable,  sexually  I  was  not 
really  satisfied. 

At  about  this  time,  I  became  close, 
in  a  professional  capacity,  to  a 
monk,  and  learned  from  his  example 
that  celibacy,  though  I  did  not  de- 
sire it,  could  be  a  viable  alterna- 
tive in  some  circumstances.   But  al- 
though I  could  exist  moderately  hap- 
pily by  myself,  with  only  the  odd 
pang  of  sexual  loneliness,  I  was 
still  very  envious  of  other  people 
in  couples,  and  even  to  an  extent  of 
all  my  friends,  who  were  having  lots 
of  casual  sex.  This  envy,  and  an 
admittedly  rather  superstitious  feel- 
ing that  I  was  'jinxed'  (ten  years 
of  yearning  without  satisfaction  do 
not  leave  one  confident  about  the 
future),  were  the  main  causes  of  the 
unhappiness  I  felt.   Friends  tried  to 
reassure  me,  and  1  often  felt  better 
for  a  while.   But  my  general  feeling 
was  a  sense  of  hopelessness  in  ever 
finding  what  1  longed  for. 

Recently,  I  have  realized  that  casua 
sex  is  definitely  not  what  I  want, 
and  that  at  this  time,  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  separate  my  emotional 
needs  for  give  and  take  from  my  sex- 
ual needs.   Also,  that  what  I  really 
want  is  not  so  much  a  body  beside  me, 
no  matter  how  sexually  attractive, 
but  rather  a  being  with  whom  I  can 
communicate  in  head  and  heart,  as 
well  as  physically.   Because  of  this 
realization,  my  envy  of  casual  en- 
counters has  waned  considerably. 

And  this  is  how  I  feel  now.   People 
tell  me  that  I  would  not  be  so  anx- 
ious for  a  lover  if  I  knew  the  kinds 
of  problems  such  a  relationship 
brings.   To  which  I  reply  that  yes, 
perhaps  I  am  idealizing  somewhat,  but 
basically  I  know  that  people  aren't 
plastic,  and  that  where  there  are 
human  beings  there  are  problems, 
and,  all  the  same,  I  think  it  can  be 
worth  it  in  the  long  run  if  there  is 
honesty  on  both  sides.   People  tell 
me  that  the  desire  for  a  lover  is  a 
neurotic  need  going  back  to  my  child- 
hood, to  which  I  reply  that  I  have  as 
much  desire  to  give  as  to  take,  and 
this  is  not  neurosis  but  life. 
People  tell  me  that  what  I  am  look- 
ing for  is  hard  to  find,  and  that 
perhaps  I  will  never  find  it,  and  to 
this  I  have  no  reply.  This  is  al- 
most a  question  of  faith,  and  this 
does  not  come  easily,  especially  af- 
ter years  of  negative  conditioning 
and  lack  of  satisfaction,  and  after 
the  bad  experiences  I  have  had  this 
past  year. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  I  was  talking  to  a 
straight  male  who,  on  hearing  that  I 
was  not  interested  in  casual  sex  but 


rather  was  looking  for  a  more  serious 
relationship,  said,  "But  that's  so 
hard  to  find,  it's  so  rare  among  gay 
men".  This  remark,  although  a  stereo- 
typical generalization  by  a  straight 
person,  left  me  depressed  for  quite 
a  while.  Why?  Probably  because  I  have 
to  some  extent  found  it  to  be  true; 
and  this  is  very  hard  to  accept. 

Which  brings  me  to  why  I  have  written 
this  article.  Perhaps  this  is  almost 
an  act  of  faith  for  me  as  well  as  a 
request  for  faith.  1  am  writing  this 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  perhaps  en- 
courage a  few  others  who  feel  the 
same  way  1  do,  and  that  they  will 
perhaps  encourage  me.  It  seems  to  me 
that  above  all  I  need  faith  in  gay 
people  and  gay  life,  and  this  is 
difficult  in  the  light  of  gay  experi- 
ence. But  what  have  we  in  gay  libera- 
tion to  offer  each  other  except  hope? 

March,    1975 

Comment — 

Alan  Belkin  seems  to  be  working 
through  a  conflict  between  emotion 
and  ideology  which  has  become  fair- 
ly common  among  gay  people.  Certain- 
ly my  lover  and  I  have  felt  the  con- 
tradictions. But  gay  liberation 
thought  is  not  static.  It  must  grow 
and  change  with  new  information  and 
new  knowledge  deriving  from  our  ex- 
perience. 

One  of  the  discoveries  from  which 
gay  liberation  drew  its  strength, 
and  continues  to  draw  its  strength, 
is  that  heterosexual  institutions 
are  not  necessarily  valid  for  the 
future.  We  rejected  the  restrictive 
monogamous  relationship  for  gay  peo- 
ple because  it  was  seen  as  a  cheap 
and  oppressive  imitation. 

But  how  can  we  reconcile  this  with 
the  emotional  aspects  of  our  lives? 
People  still  want  lovers.  Alan  has 
found  no  emotional  gratification  in 
his  experiences  outside  of  a  relat- 
ionship. I  feel  that  I  have  derived 
a  great  deal  of  personal  strength 
and  positive  reinforcement  for  my 
gay  life  style  in  a  lover  relation- 
ship. Why  are  we  so  eager  to  have, 
and  how  can  we  find  valuable,  some- 
thing which  is  presumably  oppressive 
Continued  on  page   IS 
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Susan  Saxe: 

"  Feminism  is  not  collaboration" 


The  background 

Susan  Saxe  may  be  sentenced  to 
life  imprisonment  in  Boston  early 
this  fall.  She  already  has  ten 
years  behind  bars  to  look  forward 
to.  Susan  is  both  a  lesbian  femin- 
ist and  a  political  revolutionary 
who  once  made  the  F.B.I.'s  'most- 
wanted'  fugitive  list. 

In  the  face  of  the  overwhelming 
power  of  the  United  States  police 
and  judicial  system,  the  distortions 
and  hostility  of  the  mass  media,  and 
the  frightened  reactions  of  some  of 
her  lesbian  sisters  and  political 
allies,  Susan  Saxe  has  stood  by  her 
beliefs  and  has  proclaimed  her  fem- 
inism and  lesbianism  proudly  and  un- 
falteringly.  We  reprint  below  the 
text  of  her  statement  read  at  her 
trial  in  Philadelphia  on  June  9th 
197S. 

Although  much  of  the  recent  media 
coverage  has  centred  around  Susan 
Saxe.  her  capture  by  the  P.B.I,  was 
the  culmination  of  a  complex  series 
of  events.   For  the  last  year  the 
lesbian  communities  throughout  the 
U.S.  have  been  the  objects  of  inten- 
sive F.B.I,  harassment.  Agents  have 
been  questioning  and  intimidating 
gay  women  and  men  whom  they  suspect 
might  know  something  about  several 
underground  fugitives  they  have  been 
searching  for.  Susan  Saxe  and  Kathy 
Powers  were  two  of  those  fugitives, 
and  they  were  known  to  be  gay.   Both 
were  involved  in  the  anti-war  move- 
ment in  1970,  and  they  became  mem- 
bers of  the  radical  Weather  under- 
ground, which  believed  that  the  im- 
perialistic tyranny  of  the  United 
States,  so  well  revealed  in  Vietnam, 
could  only  be  overthrown  by  armed 
struggle. 

In  1970  the  two  women  allegedly 
took  part  in  the  armed  robbery  of  a 
Boston  bank;  a  guard  was  killed  in 
the  attempt.  Those  implicated  went 
underground  and  had  managed  to  elude 
capture  for  4  years.   Saxe  and  Powers 
moved  from  city  to  city,  assuming 
various  aliases,  and  living  and  wor- 
king quietly  in  the  lesbian  feminist 
communities  in  each. 

Jane  Alpert,  another  F.B.I,  fugi- 
tive, a  lesbian  and  former  Weather 
member  involved  in  anti-war  activi- 
ties in  1970,  surrendered  to  the 
authorities  in  December  1974  after 
4  years  underground.   Although  seen 
by  some  as  an  informer  and  traitor, 
Alpert  explained  her  move  as  a  step 
toward  being  able  to  write  about  and 
act  more  freely  upon  her  feminist 
ideas.  She  is  currently  serving  a 
27-month  prison  term. 

These  and  other  incidents  led  to 
the  F.B.I.'s  belief  in  a  vast  les- 
bian underground,  which  was  in  turn 
linked  to  the  radical  left  under- 


ground. The  media  has  helped  to  ex- 
ploit this  fear  and  hostility,  in 
the  process  discrediting  both  les- 
bian feminism  and  gay  liberation. 
Saxe,  for  example,  has  been  head- 
lined the  "revolutionary  lesbian 
cop-killer". 

Now  the  F.B.I.,  in  their  efforts 
to  find  informers  and  gamer  inform- 
ation, cannot  legally  make  anyone 
answer  questions.  Those  approached 
have  the  constitutional  right  to  re- 
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fuse  to  give  any  answer  that  might 
incriminate  them.  To  circumvent 
this  restriction  on  their  power,  the 
F.B.I,  has  been  working  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  U.S.  Attorney's  office. 
Suspects  are  issued  with  subpoenas 
to  appear  before  a  Grand  Jury,  where 
they  are  not  allowed  a  lawyer  because 
it  is  not  a  trial,  and  their  consti- 
tutional safeguards  are  stripped 
from  them.  The  judge  invokes  the 
'use'  immunity  clause  whereby  wit- 
nesses cannot  remain  silent.  Al- 
though evidence  they  give  cannot  be 
used  against  them,  it  can  and  is 
used  to  incriminate  anyone  else  men- 
tioned. To  refuse  to  testify  is  to 
be  in  contempt  and  liable  to  a  jail 
sentence.  The  choice  then  is  to 
possibly  incriminate  others  or  to  go 
to  jail.  Many  innocent  people  placed 
in  this  position  have  been  radical- 
ised by  the  experience. 

Saxe  and  Powers  were  thought  to 
have  lived  for  a  period  of  time  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky  under  the  pseud- 
onyms of  Lena  Paley  and  May  Kelley. 
The  F.B.I,  descended  on  Lexington. 
In  March  of  this  year  six  people  re- 
fused to  cooperate  with  the  quest- 
ioning.  Held  in  contempt  by  the 


Grand  Jury,  these  five  lesbians  and 
one  gay  man  were  separated  and 
thrown  in  prison.  At  a  statement 
read  at  the  Grand  Jury,  the  Lexing- 
ton Six,  as  they  became  known,  ex- 
plained that,  although  they  did  not 
know  Susan  Saxe  and  Kathy  Powers  and 
therefore  had  no  information  to  di- 
vulge, they  had  refused  to  talk  as 
a  protest  against  the  mis-use  of  the 
Grand  Jury  system.  They  saw  it  be- 
coming a  "broad-based  tool  of  oppres 
sion  against  political  radicals". 

Three  lesbians  in  New  Haven,  Conn, 
were  similarly  treated  and  were 
jailed  for  the  same  reasons.   Even- 
tually in  Lexington,  however,  all 
but  Jill  Raymont  agreed  to  testify, 
not  because  they  now  wished  to  co- 
operate, but  because  they  could  not 
withstand  the  treatment  they  had  re- 
ceived in  prison.  Junkin,  for  ex- 
ample, reported  being  beaten,  thrown 
into  solitary  confinement,  and  tear- 
gassed  by  the  guards. 

Susan  Saxe  was  apprehended  in  Phi- 
ladelphia on  March  27  while  walking 
hand-in-hand  with  her  lover  Byrna 
Aronson,  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  lesbian  feminist  commu- 
nity.  Byrna  and  many  others  in  the 
feminist  and  gay  communities  who  did 
not  know  her  rallied  around  Susan, 
initiated  a  defense  fund  and  worked 
to  educate  the  community  about  the 
tactics  of  the  F.B.I,  and  how  to 
deal  with  them. 

On  June  9,  Susan  Saxe  and  her  law- 
yers reached  a  Plea  Agreement  with 
the  government.  She  pleaded  guilty 
to  all  federal  charges  outstanding 
against  her  at  the  time  of  her  ar- 
rest, including  robbing  a  Philadel- 
phia bank  and  the  theft  of  classi- 
fied war-related  documents  from  a 
National  Guard  Armory.  As  a  letter 
from  the  Saxe  Defense  Fund  states: 
"The  provision  that  Susan  Saxe  will 
never  be  immunized  before  any  Grand 
Jury  to  testify  about  events  between 
1969  and  197S,  and  that  she  will 
never  be  asked  to  testify  against 
Kathy  Powers  are  the  heart  of  the 
agreement  between  Susan  and  the  go- 
vernment." 

Susan  was  then  taken  to  Boston  to 
face  trial  for  bank  robbery.  On  June 
23  she  pleaded  innocent  to  a  charge 
of  first  degree  murder  and  2  charges 
of  armed  robbery.  The  trial  will  pro- 
bably resume  in  early  September. 

The  reading  of  Susan  Saxe's  state- 
ment was  considered  a  moment  of  vic- 
tory by  the  activists  present  in  the 
courtroom.  "It  was  the  first  cry  of 
joy  and  defiance  in  the  tedious  weeks 
of  pre-trial  work",  they  wrote. 

Susan  Saxe  has  shown  a  quality  of 
resistance  that  exhilarates  and  in- 
spires. The  lesson  is  unmistakable: 
all  gay  people  committed  to  the 
struggle  for  social  change  would  do 
well  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the 


various  Methods  by  which  the  authori- 
ties in  our  areas  or  our  countries 
can  control  or  crush  our  activities. 
The  Canadian  political  and  legal  sys- 
tem differs  in  nany  details  froa  the 
American;  its  resistance  to  any  real 
change  does  not.  We  cannot  dismiss 
Susan  Saxe  simply  because  we  may  have 
difficulties  reconciling  ourselves  to 
bank  robbery  as  an  acceptable  radical 
tactic.  Any  kind  of  activism,  parti- 
cularly in  a  period  of  economic  un- 
certainty, may  come  to  be  viewed  as 
dangerous.   Two  years  ago  few  could 
have  conceived  of  a  subversive  les- 
bian underground,  even  as  a  joke. 
But  it  has  been  conjured  up,  and  it 
and  other  manufactured  threats  will 
continue  to  be  used  when  convenient, 
to  the  detriment  of  all.  A  stubborn 
naivete  that  we  are  safely  remote 
from  such  reprisals  is  the  truly  dan 
gerous  attitude. 

Money  is  urgently  needed  for  Susan's 
continued  defence  in  Boston.  Cheque! 
may  be  addressed  to: 

SUSAN  SAXE  DEFENCE  FUND 

c/o  Lawyers'  Guild 

1427  Walnut  St. 

Philadelphia,    PA   19102 

U.S.A. 


The  statement 

The  most  significant  point  of  this 
plea  agreement  is  that  the  United 
States  government  realises   that  I  am 
not  and  never  will  be  a  collaborator. 
I  have  made  it  clear  to  them  that  if 
I  am  called  as  a  witness  in  any  gov- 
ernment proceeding,  I  will  refuse  to 
testify.  The  government  has  agreed 
that  I  will  not  be  held  in  contempt 
for  this  refusal.   In  return,  I  have 
agreed  to  enter  a  guilty  plea  and 
receive  a  ten-year  and  a  two-year 
sentence.  The  length  of  the  sen- 
tences is  a  direct  result  of  my  re- 
fusal to  talk- 
Today  I  am  in  effect  pleading 
guilty  in  federal  court  to  charges 
stemming  from  a  period  five  years 
ago  when  I  believed,  as  I  still  do, 
that  armed  struggle  against  the 
Amerikan  State  was  a  valid  and 
necessary  escalation  of  the  politics 
of  the  '60*s.   I  understood  at  the 
time  that  the  Amerikan  Government 
was  the  most  dangerous,  powerful, 
organized,  violent  opponent  of 
people's  liberation  around  the 
world.   I  also  felt  at  that  time 
that  the  liberation  of  women,  to 
which  I  was  already  deeply  and  per- 
sonally committed,  could  best  be 
achieved  by  our  full  participation 
in  and  leadership  of  what  I  then 
perceived  as  a  worldwide  cultural 
revolution  led  by  the  Third  World 
and  aimed  against  the  Yankee  Empire. 

Over  the  course  of  the  last  five 
years,  four  and  a  half  of  which  have 
been  lived  underground  in  Amerika, 
I,  like  many  other  women  who  came  to 
politics  through  socialist,  anti- 
racist,  and  anti-imperialist  causes, 
have  changed,  have  grown,  have 
emerged  a  feminist.   Like  these 
thousands  of  other  sisters,  I  am  no 
longer  content  to  be  just  one  strong 
woman  fighting  for  a  revolution 
which,  though  it  is  just  and  neces- 
sary, does  not  speak  to  my  own  high- 
est aspirations,  my  own  most  perso- 
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nal   and  immediate  needs.     Over  the 
past   five  years,    then,    I  have 
emerged  as  a  feminist,   a   lesbian,   a 
woman-identified  woman.     This  was 
not  a   'conversion',   but  a  develop- 
ment,  a  natural  process  that   fol- 
lowed my  previous   commitment  as  day 
follows  night. 

There  have  been  many  women 
throughout  herstory  who  have  taken 
great   risks,   put   great   faith  and 
energy  into  movements  that   spoke  to 
our  liberation  as  workers,   as  poor 
people,   as  members  of  every  oppres- 
sed race  and  class,   as  everything 
but  women.     And  while  many  of  these 
struggles  have  moved  our  people  for- 
ward,  have   improved  our  real   lives 
in  concrete  ways,   and  therefore  by 
definition  been  in  the  interest  of 
women,   no  struggle  but  our  own,   in- 
dependent of  others,   and  just  and 
necessary  in  its  own  right,    can  ever 
hope  to  meet  all  our  needs.      We  have 
a  right   to  this  struggle,   a  right  to 
self-determination  and  self-defini- 
tion as  women,    for  women,   a  right  to 
a  new  world  of  our  own  creation. 

I   am  only  one  of  many  women  who 
have   come   through  these  changes  in 
the  past  several  years,      unlike  many 
others,    though,   a  few  of  us  have 
been  brought  up  sharply   face  to   face 
with  our  past,   and  had   to  confront 
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our  former  selves,  for  better  or  for 
worse,  in  the  public  eye,  and  under 
rather  dramatic  circumstances.  At 
the  same  time  and  around  the  same 
issues,  a  deep  and  significant  split 
has  developed  in  the  women's  move- 
ment. On  the  one  hand  are  women 
who,  like  Jane  Alpert,  feel  that  the 
Amerikan  system  can  peacefully  acco- 
modate their  feminist  demands,  and 
that  women  as  women  have  no  obliga- 
tion to  support  or  protect  any 
peoples'  struggle  that  is  not  ex- 
plicitly feminist  in  ideology  or 
even  separatist  in  practice.  These 
women  feel  that  it  is  permissible, 
even  desirable,  to  collaborate  with 
the  state  in  the  name  of  feminism, 
and  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
feminist  revolution  to  dissociate 
itself  from  any  forces  or  individ- 
uals which  are  identified  as  enemies 
of  the  state,  on  the  assumption  that 
it  is  we  who  bring  down  state  re- 
pression on  a  movement  that  other- 
wise could  comfortably  exist  within 
the  belly  of  the  beast. 

On  the  other  hand  are  we  women 
whose  growth  into  feminism  has  made 
us  even  more  determined  not  to  give 
in,  not  to  accomodate  ourselves  to 
Amerika,  not  to  collaborate  against 
sisters  and  brothers  who  are  our 
natural  allies  in  revolution,  not  to 
repudiate  our  past,  cut  ourselves 
off  at  our  own  roots.   For  me,  fem- 
inism is  a  commitment  to  be  even 
more  radical,  to  strike  more  deeply 
at  the  root  of  our  oppression.  My 


feminism  does  not  make  me  regret 
economic  'crimes'  against  one  insti- 
tution of  capitalism;  it  makes  me 
even  more  determined  to  see  that 
whole  system  uprooted  forever.  My 
feminism  does  not  make  me  regret  the 
theft  of  classified  documents 
that  exposed  the  U.S.  government's 
treachery  against  the  people,  inclu- 
ding U.S.  Army  0  Plan  G  --  Operation 
Geronimo  Bravo  --  contingency  plans 
for  count erinsurgency  operations 
against  the  civilian  population  of 
the  Boston  area  in  the  event  of  mar- 
tial law.  My  feminism  doesn't  make 
me  regret  the  destruction  of  a 
single  National  Guard  Armory;  it 
only  makes  me  wish  to  see  every  last 
vestige  of  patriarchal  militarism 
permanently  blotted  from  the  face  of 
the  earth. 

But  more  importantly,  my  feminism 
does  not  permit  me  to  collaborate 
with  the  Man  in  order  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  time  I  will  have  to  spend 
in  his  prisons.  The  agreement  I  am 
entering  into  today  is  made  on  the 
condition  that  I  will  never  testify 
against  Kathy  Power  or  give  any  in- 
formation concerning  anyone  I  have 
known  or  known  about  in  the  past 
five  years.  And  the  ten  year  and 
two  year  sentences  are  based  on  the 
government's  understanding  that  I 
will  give  them  nothing,  ever,  not  in 
ten  years,  not  in  a  hundred  years. 
My  feminism  does  not  drive  me  into 
the  arms  of  the  state,  but  even  fur- 
ther from  it. 

My  guilty  plea  is  predicated  upon 
my  understanding  that  as  of  this 
date,  the  government  has  agreed  to 
end  its  investigation  in  Philadel- 
phia.  This  means  no  grand  jury,  no 
harboring  prosecutions,  no  legal 
torture  of  sisters  who  refuse  to 
speak  to  the  FBI.  The  credit  for 
this  victory  goes  to  the  feminist 
community  here,  and  to  the  sisters 
in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  whose  courage 
in  the  face  of  the  FBI  and  govern- 
ment harassment  has  been  an  example 
to  us  all.  Their  resistance  has  gi- 
ven us  time  to  prepare  to  protect 
our  communities,  our  sisters,  and 
ourselves.  The  government  would 
never  have  agreed  to  end  its  inves- 
tigation here  if  it  had  any  hope  of 
success.  We  have  made  it  clear  to 
them  that  we  are  together  and  una- 
fraid, that  our  community  is  closed 
to  their  threats,  closed  to  their 
lies,  closed  to  divisive  tactics, 
that  we  will  stand  together  and  pro- 
tect what  is  ours,  our  homes,  our 
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to  gay  people? 

fart  of  the  answer,  of  course,  lies  in  the  fact  that 
mc  were  all  raised  to  be  heterosexuals,  and,  no  matter 
how  such  we  analyse  then,  our  emotional  needs  are  still 
'heterosexual'.  The  Dost  persistent  of  those  needs  is 
the  need  for  a  lover.  But  I  think  there's  more  to  it 
than  that. 

Sociology  has  shown  us  that  heterosexuals  are  driven 
into  marriage  by  a  multitude  of  forces;  economic,  reli- 
gious, institutional,  social  etc.  Those  forces  act  on 
us  as  well  to  some  extent,  but  the  difference  in  gender 
choice  means  that  our  relationships,  when  they  are 
formed,  do  not  receive  the  sanctions  and  succour  which 
straight  marriages  do-  Those  forces  cannot  therefore  be 
seen  as  the  important  ones  for  us.   Is  the  desire  for  a 
lover  only  a  matter  of  imitation,  then? 

In  addition  to  imitation,  I  would  suggest  the  force 
of  isolation.   It  seems  to  me  that  an  important  force 
acting  on  our  lives  is  the  isolation  we  feel  as  children, 
and  all  too  often,  as  adults.   It  created  the  need  to  be 
surrounded  by  our  own  people,  to  feel  ourselves  in  the 
kind  of  cocoon  which  the  family  provides  for  heterosex- 

t.      But  heterosexual  propaganda  early  fills  us  with 
fears  and  insecurities.   Homosexuals,  we  learn,  are  sex- 
ually voracious,  they  have  no  humanity,  no  community. 
Our  desire  for  community  is  soon  subverted.   We  know 
that  we  as  individuals  are  in  no  way  inhuman,  that  we 

re  not  driven  solely  by  the  sexual  urge.   But  if  we 
swallow  straight  propaganda,  (and  with  no  other  infor- 
tion,  how  can  we  not?),  then  we  are  cut  off,  by  inter- 
1  walls,  from  our  people.   We  are  different  from  hete- 
rosexuals. And  we  feel   different  from  what  we  have  leai 
ed  homosexuals  are. 

We  begin  to  think  "If  only  I  can  find  one   other  per- 
son like  myself,  one  other  who  is  both  homosexual  and 
sane,  then  I  can  build  a  world  with  him,  a  world  separ- 
ate from  the  heterosexual  and  from  the  gay  world. 

Thus,  the  healthy  need  for  community  has  been  twis- 
ted into  a  desire  to  cut  ourselves  off  from  all  but  one 
other  person  with  whom  we  will  build  our  lives.  It  is, 
le  know,  often  a  self-defeating  process. 
Searching  for  a  lover  and  ignoring  community  is  al- 
ways a  vain  activity.  Relationships  cannot  exist  out- 
side of  a  community.  Love  as  adhesive  is  a  false 
equation.  ■  by  MERV  WALKER 
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Ity  laws.  Guilt  feeds  and  grows 
ignorance.   These  laws  hinder  the 
dissemination  of  accurate  and  scien- 
tific sex  information  in  any  popular 
or  accesible  form  --  certainly  in  any 
form  freely  available  to  young  peo- 
ple. Government,  of  course,  provides 
its  own  approved  materials  for  sex 
education  in  schools  and  elsewhere. 
It  is  clinical,  boring  stuff,  relent- 
lessly preoccupied  with  procreation, 
acknowledging  none  of  the  lusts  and 
hungers  of  the  human  animal.  I  do 
not  know  (and  rather  doubt]  -if  Show 
Me!  goes  as  far  as  that,  but  it  at 
least  abandons  the  antiseptic  quali- 
ties of  the  line  drawing  for  some 
joyous  and  natural  photos.  Of  hete- 
rosexuals, in  any  case. 

Nothing  dissolves  guilt  like  dis- 
covering that  hordes  of  other  people 
share  your  deepest  and  lewdest  fan- 
tasies.  Pornography  does  that.   It 
is  difficult  to  continue  being 
wracked  by  guilt  because  of  the 
(imagined)  bizarre  and  disgusting 
nature  of  your  own  fantasies  after 
you've  had  a  chance  to  pore  over  a 
stack  of  porn  books  —  slick  glos- 
sies which  canvas  every  possible 
combination  of  genital  and  orifice; 
and  the  cumulative  effect  is  not, 
thankfully,  that  one  is  after  all 
normal  compared  to  what  those  other 
sickies  are  doing,  but  that  one's 
fantasies  are  shared  and  developed 
and  enjoyed  by  other  people.   It  is 
analagous,  for  a  gay  person,  to  dis- 
covering that  we  are  not  alone,  that 
there  are  literally  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  us  living,  working  and 
loving  in  this  country.   Obscenity 
laws,  if  they  do  not  totally  prevent 
the  sale  of  such  materials,  render 
them  available  only  under  conditi- 
tions  (the  under-the-counter  sale) 
likely  to  reinforce  whatever  feel- 
ings of  guilt  may  have  been  there  in 
the  first  place. 

The  authorities  are  quite  aware  of 
the  effects  of  guilt  upon  the  popu- 
lation.  It  is  ennervating,  it  sti- 
fles resistance.   I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  Warren  Zufelt,  the  man 
implicated  in  the  Ottawa  "sex-ring 
scandal"  who  lept  to  his  death  after 
having  been  charged.   But  I  would 
hazard  a  guess  that  he  was  not  com- 
pletely happy  with  his  sexual  orien- 
tation and  his  probable  appetite 
for  younger  men.   When  you  are  al- 
ready guilty  in  your  own  mind,  your 
first  reaction  is  not  outrage  that 
the  law  should  interfere  with  your 
private  sexual  life;  your  first  re- 
sponse is  not  a  preparation  for 
battle.   You  collapse.   You  have 
been  finally  caught  out.   It  is  se- 
cretly, I  would  think,  almost  a  re- 
lief: now  they  KNOW,  now  you'll  fin- 
ally get  what  you  deserve,  you'll  no 
longer  soil  others  with  your  parti- 
cular perversion. 

We  must  be  aware  then  that  though 
censorship  laws  are  defended  as  be- 
ing necessary  for  the  safety  and 
well-being  of  people,  they  are  mere- 
ly contributions  to  maintaining  a 
manageable  populace. 


Obscenity  laws.., 


Of  course,  there  are  other  ramifi- 
cations, other  subtleties.  Obsceni- 
ty laws,  and  their  enforcement, 
exist  partly  because  they  are  the 
only  way,  given  our  cultural  preju- 
dice against  a  casual  and  guiltless 
expression  of  our  sexual  desires, 
that  certain  people  can,  with  full 
propriety,  maintain  contact  with  the 
"forbidden"  pleasures.  The  sexual 
drive  is  a  strong  one  —  it  will 
out.  And  if  the  only  way  to  get  it 
legitimately  into  your  life  is  to 
be  preoccupied  with  excluding  it 
from  the  lives  of  others,  then  that 
will  be  the  option  chosen.  That  is 
sensed,  I  think,  by  many  people. 
It  is  a  frequent  source  of  humour: 
the  prude  who  calls  the  police  be- 
cause she  can  see  a  man  undressing 
--  through  her  binoculars.  The 


"Advertising  is 

a  very  classy 

and  very  expensive 

peep  show" 


judge,  trying  an  obscenity  case,  who 
insists  upon  being  bound  naked  and 
flagellated  by  the  court  clerk  when- 
ever the  court  recesses. 

It  is  also  tempting  to  speculate 
that  the  success  of  most  business 
enterprises  depends  on  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  prurient  attitude  to  sex. 
Advertising  creates/intensifies  de- 
mand in  capitalist  society,  and  ad- 
vertising is  a  very  classy  and  very 
expensive  peep  show.   And  like  a 
peep  show,  it  ends  before  anything 
really  interesting  happens.   It  ti- 
tillates, it  excites,  it  promises  -» 
but  it  doesn't  deliver.   Yet  it  sug- 
gests that  all  those  tantalizing 

things  will  happen  to  you   if  you 

buy  the  product.  Would  the  shabbi- 
ness  of  it  all  be  any  clearer,  would 
that  particular  pitch  be  less  effi- 
cacious, if  there  was  unrestricted 
access  to  "obseene"  materials  in 
this  society?  Material  which  did 
deliver?  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  like 
to  think  so. 

Of  course,  standards  (as  politi- 
cians are  quick  to  assure  us)  are 
continually  changing.  Why,  what 
was  inconceivable  10  --  even  S  — 
years  ago,  is  now  more  or  less  easi- 
ly accessible  on  the  magazine  rack 
of  your  local  smoke  shop.  That  is, 
if  you've  got  the  bucks.  And  hap- 
pen to  live  in  at  least  a  moderately 
sized  urban  centre.   Both  of  which 
qualifications  tend  to  cut  young 
people  out  of  the  erotica  market. 
Therein  lies  the  crunch.  1  suspect 
a  lot  of  people  would  feel  far  hap- 
pier about  unrestricted  access  to 
obscene  materials  if  they  did  not 
feel  that  as  a  result  children 
would  get  hold  of  the  stuff  and  be 


corrupted,  depraved,  perverted. 
Now  if  they  mean  by  that  that  young 
people  will  learn  about  sex  in  a 
scientific,  guiltless  way,  that  they 
will  learn  to  enjoy  their  own  bodies 
and  the  bodies  of  others  when  they 
are  ready  to  --  be  they  6  or  lb  --, 
that  they  will,  if  they  are  gay, 
accept  their  gayness  as  soon  as  it 
is  clear  to  them  that  they  are,  that 
they  will  understand  and  practice 
birth  control,  that  they  will  inter- 
act with  people  of  the  opposite  sex 
in  a  non-sexist  way  then  yes:  they 
trill   be  corrupted;  we  will  have  our 
generation  of  godless  perverts.   It 
is  not  a  shattering  prospect  to  me. 
Nor  can  it  be  to  Michael  Barrett, 
director  of  SIECCAN  Toronto,  as  he 
and  his  wife  and  young  daughter 
spend  part  of  an  evening  leafing 
through  Show  Me! .  The  girl  is  var- 
iously interested,  bored,  embarassed, 
titillated.  The  range  of  responses 
which  might  be  provoked  by  a  geog- 
raphy lesson  at  school.  Yet  there 
are  those  who  would  have  us  believe 
that  this  child  is  now  a  fit  candi- 
date for  the  pit. 

"If  you  insist  on  publishing  dirt, 
you've  got  to  face  the  consequences.' 
Exactly.  One  of  those  consequences 
is  possible  seizure,  conviction  and 
a  fine  or  jail  sentence.  We  have 
decided,  reluctantly,  that  we  could 
not  risk  what  would  happen  to  the 
paper  should  that  occur.   Por  the 
present,  at  least,  we  must  keep  just 
this  side  of  the  law.  Those  other 
consequences:  the  evaporation  of 
sexual  guilt,  the  spread  of  non- 
biased,  non-sexist  information  about 
sex  and  its  place  in  our  lives,  the 
joyous  release  of  erotic  energies 
--  yes,  these  we  can  face.  More 
than  that  --  we  shall  bring  them 
about.  ■ 


Is  everything,   then,  permissible? 
Are  all  depictions  of  erotic  acts 
equally  valid?    Perhaps  not. 

This  article  has  not  considered 
the  question  of  sexism  and  erotica. 
And  it  should  be  no  surprise  to  any- 
one that  what  is  erotic  frequently 
turns  out  to  be  sexist  as  well. 

Sext  issue  we  explore   this  topia. . . 
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The  last  named  debt  of  leave  taking 

Through  the  town  is  a   fine  raining  night. 

An  orchard  glows   in  the  moon. 

On  Karyn's  guitar 

Sleeping  women  plumb   their  hearts. 

Jim  cradles  arms,   thighs.     Two  men  are  sound. 

Phyllis   and  Lynn  have  a  wooden  house.     And  books,   many  with  pictures. 

There   is   rain   through   the  fine  town. 

This  orchard  grows  under  the  moon. 

What   I   take  on   the  train  to  another  home 

Is     the  taste  of  heavy  scars  of  sweet  John's  back. 

Women  of  Katheryn's  comely  passion, 

A  fist  of  man-pop  and  wild  pitch,   oleander  and  ghostcrab;   ■ 

Each   friend. 

Lover, 

And  Loved. 

Named  and  not. 

Peter  Pehrson 


Meditation  and  prayer 

A  song  with  a  funky  beat 

There's  a  brand  new  craze  around  the  town 
Shoop-bop-diddle-bop  saggitariop 
It's   a  perfect  cure  if  you're   feeling  down 
Shoop-bop-diddle-bop  astrologiop 

Everybody's  doin'    it 

There's   really  nothin'   new  in  it 

And  the  name  of  the  game  is    (wa  wa) 

Meditation  and  prayer. 

If  your  hubby  beats  you  twice  a  day 

Shoop-bop-diddle-bop-moon-in-cancerop 

And  welfare  takes  your  baby  away 

Shoop-bop-diddle-bop-primal-howliop 

You  only  need  some  psyching  -    (uh) 
It's  easier  than   fighting  -    (uh) 
Just  sashay  to  the  ashram  for  some  - 

(wa  wa  wa) 
Meditation  and  prayer. 

Yes  you  have  to  fight  for  socialism 
And  you  have  to  fight  for  communism 
And  you  have  to  fight  for  feminism 
And  you  have  to  fight   for   lesbianism 

But   fighting  is  a  sin 

Cause  the  maharaji  told  us 

And  praying   is  the  thing 

That  the  PSI   has   sold  us    (SCREAM!) 
And  we're  giving  up  the  struggle   for  a 
warm  supportive  snuggle 
With  our  sisters  at  the  feminist  ashram-o 
(wa  wa  wa) 
In  meditation  and  prayer. 

If  you're  sexually  molested  in  the  street 

Shoop-bop-diddle-bop-vegetariop 

You  should  purify  yourself  and  not  eat  meat 

Shoop-bop-diddle-bop-sensitivity-sop 

It's  not   capitalist  relations 

It's  only  bad  vibrations 

If  your   life   is  being  hassled  try... 
(wa  wa  wa) 

Meditation  and  prayer. 

If  your  skin  is  black  or  yellow  or  green 

Shoop-bop - di  dd 1 e-bop-human  i  smop 

And  the  racist  world  is  getting  you  down 

Shoop-bop-diddle-bop-hallelujahop 
If  you  pay  a  dollar 
You  can  pray  to  change  your  colour 
And  your  problem  will  be  solved  through... 
(wa  wa  wa) 

MEDITATION  AND  PRAYERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR 

Boo  Watson 

Reprinted  from  The  Other  Woman,  Spring  197$. 


Susan  Saxe... 

Continued  from  p*ga  IT 

organizations,  our  friends  and  lo- 
vers, our  private  lives.  The  enemy 
cannot  isolate  and  terrorize  us, 
cannot  walk  among  us  with  impunity. 

We  have  shown  those  few  desperate, 
self-serving  terrified  women  who 
have  urged  us  to  collaborate,  to 
rush  to  preserve  ourselves  as  indi- 
viduals, to  dissociate  ourselves 
from  anyone  who  poses  a  real  threat 
to  the  state,  we  have  shown  those 
women  that  there  is  an  alternative. 
When  we  place  the  blame  for  repres- 
sion squarely  on  the  enemy,  not  on 
his  targets,  when  we  unite  to  oppose 
him,  he  can  be  driven  away.   But 
when  we  run  to  the  Man  for  shelter, 
when  we  betray  ourselves  to  appease 
him,  we  only  expose  others  to  his 
tactics  and  increase  the  danger  to 
us  all. 

Feminism  is  not  collaboration. 
Ellen  Grusse.  Terry  Turgeon  and  Di- 
ana Perkins  in  New  Haven,  Gail  Co- 
hee,  Debbie  Hands,  Linda  Link,  Jill 
Raymond,  Maria  Seymour  and  a  gay 
brother  James  Carey  Junkin  in  Lex- 
ington have  shown  us  the  way.  Jill 
Raymond  is  still  imprisoned  in  a 
Kentucky  hell-hole  and  Ellen,  Terry, 
and  Diana  still  face  more  time  in 
the  pastel  fascism  of  Niantic  Prison 
in  Connecticut.  Write  to  these  sis- 
ters, send  love  and  encouragement. 
Let  them  know  about  our  victory  here 
and  about  their  role  in  making  it 
possible.  Support  them  the  whole 
time  they  are  in  jail  and  when  they 
get  out,  invite  them  to  Philly  for 
a  huge  celebration.  Our  victories 
should  be  marked  and  our  heras 
honored. 

And  now,  I'd  like  to  reaffirm  the 
statement  I  made  at  the  time  of  my 
arrest: 

First,  a  greeting  of  love  and 
strength  to  all  my  sisters  --  cour- 
age for  our  warriors ,  hope  for  our 
people  and  especially  for  all  my 
sisters  and  brothers  underground  in 
Amerika.   Keep  on  fighting,  stay 
free,  stay  strong.   I  promise  you  a 
courage  to  match  your  own.   I  in- 
tend to  fight  on  in  every  way  as  a 
Lesbian,  a  feminist,  an  Amazon. 

The  love  that  I  share  with  my  sis- 
ters, my  people,  is  a  far  more  pow- 
erful weapon  than  any  the  police 
state  can  bring  to  bear  against  us. 
What  else  can  I  say  but,  once  again, 
that  I  love  you.  We  are  strong,  and 
we  are  not  afraid. 

June  9,  1975 
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Film 


A  Very 
Natural  Thing 

NEW  YORKER  CINEMA 
TORONTO 

A  Very  Natural  Thine  is  a  very  na- 
tural thing  because  it  is  a  hetero- 
sexual thing.  There  is  nothing  to 
separate  this  opus  from  the  boy- 
raects-girl,  boy-loses-girl ,  boy  (sad- 
der-but-wiser) -meet  s-another-girl 
framework  but  the  fact  that  "girl" 
in  the  above  scenario  is  replaced  by 
boy.  That  small  change  in  the  formu- 
la is  an  advance  of  sorts.   But  it 
is  nowhere  near  enough,  and  in  the 
final  analysis  the  value  system  it 
both  assumes  and  endorses  is  a  dan- 
gerous one. 

The  movie  takes  one  important  step. 
That  gay  people  can  lead  productive, 
happy  and  fulfilling  lives  is  treated 
as  a  given.  Great.   But  surely  the 
social  context  in  which  gay  people 
reach  full  self  acceptance  is  as  im- 
portant, is  after  all  the  crucial 
thing.  What  is  the  social  context 
in  A  Very  Natural  Thing?  David  tea- 
ches in  a  girls'  school  (that  is  sig- 
nificant. Why  not  a  boys'  school?  We 
know  why  not.);  Mark  is  a  young  ex- 
ecutive.  We  see  very  little  of  Mark 
on  the  job,  but  what  there  is  sug- 
gests the  tight-assed  young  man  on 
the  make  who  (appalling  when  you  con- 
sider that  this  is  a  gay  movie)  or- 
ders his  female  secretary  around  as 
casually  as  he  would  order  a  coffee. 
We  see  a  bit  more  of  David  in  the 
classroom.   He  is  a  dreary  teacher, 
happily  fitting  into  the  hierarchy 
of  the  educational  structure. 

People's  problems  are  frequently 
interesting.   Even  middle  class  peo- 
ple's problems  are  interesting.  Da- 
vid and  Mark  have  their  share  —  they 
are  not  extraordinary;  basically  they 
are  trying  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
question  of  monogamy.   But  surely  the 
most  interesting  dramatic  potential 
here  lies  in  the  possibility  of 
questioning  the  whole  concept  of  mo- 
nogamy, then  questioning  the  society 
which  endorses  it,  then  initiating 
whatever  struggle  with  that  society 
is  necessary  to  change  its  values. 
Struggle  is  powerful  dramatic  mater- 
ial —  adventure  movies,  political 
"thrillers"  use  it  all  the  time.  We 
need  the  exhileration  of  gay  people 
struggling.   And  winning.   In  this 
movie,  the  two  gay  men  struggle  with 
their  emotions.   But  that  is  a  kind 
of  dramatic  cheat  --  it  doesn't  go 
far  enough;  it  begs  the  really  inter- 
esting question:  why  they  are  suc- 
cumbing to  those  emotions  in  the 
first  place? 

David  is  a  bit  of  a  prig.  That  is 
important  because  we  are  so  frequent- 
ly invited  by  the  structure  of  the 
movie  to  endorse  his  system  of  val- 
ues. When  he  struggles  into  his 
shorts  after  having  been  grossed  out 
at  an  orgy  we  are  expected  to  share 
his  belief  that  there  is  something 
indefinably  ghastly  about  orgies  per 
se.  And  whatever  one  may  feel  about 
gay  baths,  they  are  not  the  sinister, 
frightening  places  depicted  in  this 


Curt  Gareth  and  Robert  Joel  in  the  film  "A  Very  Natural  Thing". 

picture.  Casual,  recreational  sex 
indulged  in  with  no  sense  of  shame  or 
guilt  is  one  of  the  triumphs  of  the 
gay  life  style  --  this  picture  in- 
vests it  with  a  sense  of  shame  and 
locates  it  in  the  realm  of  the  sor- 
did. That  is  one  giant  step  back- 
ward. 

The  gay  lib  movement.   It  appears, 
and  functions  as  the  deus  ex   to  bring 
David  and  his  second  try  together.  It 
is  a  not  very  convincing  plot  device. 
More  important,  though,  is  the  'at- 
titude' of  the  movie.   It  is  posi- 
tive.  But,  and  this  is  a  major  qual- 
ification, the  gay  lib  movement  is 
seen  as  something  other  people   do  — 
those  other  people  are  accepted  as 
doing  something  undeniably  worthwhile 
yet  they  are  'out  there'  --  something 
happening  on  the  periphery  of  the 
very  private  lives  of  David  and  Mark. 
Yet  if  we  have  learned  anything  at 
all  from  our  analysis  of  gay  oppres- 
sion, it  is  that  the  private  is  ir- 
revocably public.  At  least,  what 
ought  to  be  casually  private  infor- 
mation —  one's  sexual  orientation  -- 
has  public  and  political  repercus- 
sions.  How  long  would  David  have 
been  teaching  in  that  smart  girls' 
school,  for  example,  if  he'd  been 
seen  romping  with  Mark?  A  Very  Na- 
tural Thing  avoids  that  question,  and 
does  the  whole  movement  a  disservice. 

The  ending?  It  does  seem  as  if 
David's  consciousness  has  been  rais- 
ed --  he  is  very   wary  about  entering 
fully  into  this  new  relationship  with 
Jason  and  argues  that  they  should  not 
live  together:   as  if  that   were  the 
essence  of  monogamy.   But  the  images 
here  deny  the  argument  --  that  ecsta- 
tic slow  motion  romp  in  the  surf  is 
the  cinematic  cliche  which  inevitably 
heralds  a  lifetime  of  marital  bliss. 

We  have  been  had.  A  Very  Natural 
Thing  is  a  heterosexual  movie  --  only 
the  sex  of  one  of  the  protagonists 
has  been  changed.  This  time,  to 
corrupt  the  innocent. 

by  GERALD  HANNON 


Theatre 


No  Deposit  — 
No  Return 

W.S.D.G.  GAY  THEATRE 
NEW  YORK 

Writers  and  audiences  have  come  to 
expect  that  when  the  central  theme 
of  a  play  is  homosexuality,  the  ho- 
mosexual will  be  seen  as  abnormal. 
The  treatment  varies,  depending  on 
the  writer,  from  ridicule  to  sympa- 
thetic understanding.   But  in  either 
case,  the  homosexual  is  always  char- 
acterised in  terms  of  her/his  diffe- 
rence from  straight  society;  she/he 
is  always  the  'other*. 

Gay  solidarity  --  consciousness- 
raising  directed  toward  gays  as  mem- 
bers of  an  oppressed  class  --  is  a 
subject  which  has  rarely  been  at- 
tempted in  popular  theatre.   Instead, 
the  focus  has  been  on  the  more  dis- 
tasteful manifestations  of  gay  op-' 
pression. 

Written  by  Robert  Wallace,  direc- 
ted by  John  Palmer  (both  Canadians) , 
"No  Deposit  -  No  Return"  takes  a  ra- 
dically different  approach.  The 
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stage  i\  New  York's  Sheridan  Square 
subway  washrocM.   The  players  are 
five  men   Mho,  due  to  the  jamming  of 
the  fashrooa  door,  are  forcibly 
brought  into  dramatic  interaction. 
The  result  is  a  confrontation  of  op- 
posites  --  hostility  and  love,  sex 
and  God  —  produced  by  five  men  who 
in  any  other  circumstance  would  ne- 
ver have  looked  at,  let  alone  encoun- 
tered, one  another. 

Kith  the  salty  recklessness  that 
work  of  art  sting,  Wallace 
focuses  Oh  costume  and  image  as  the 
factors  which  prevent  any  signifi- 
cant solidarity  from  arising  within 
the  gay  world.   Using  the  forced 
circumstance  of  imprisonment  in  a 
washroom,  he  develops  spontaneous 
antagonisms  into  genuine  feelings. 
The  principle  character,  Sara  Lee, 
"  a  gender-fuck  from  Hoboken  who 
needs  a  blow  brush  to  make  it  big" 
is  antagonized  by  the  other  charac- 
i cause  he  "ridicules  men  and 
women"  through  his  dress.  Merideth, 
a  65-year  old  religious  convert,  is 
antagonised  because  of  his  faith  and 
the  passivity  it  demands.   Cooper,  a 
young  collegiate  activist,  is  antag- 
onized because  he  constantly  spouts 
empty  theories  of  liberation  --  the 
type  which  not  only  serve  as  surro- 
gate for  his  own  inability  to  exper- 
ience emotion,  but  which  also  serve 
to  further  cleave  gay  people  as  a 
class.  The  leather-bound  Duke  is 
antagonized  because  of  his  machismo- 
laden  conservatism. 

The  principal  antagonist  in  these 
struggles,  though  he  doesn't  always 
take  the  active  role,  is  Flick: 
black,  straight,  and  a  doctrinaire 
disciple  of  Huey  Newton.   In  the 
end,  however.  Cooper  discovers  him- 
self and  leads  the  cast  in  proving 
the  falsity  of  Flick's  supremacy. 
Flick  is  left  with  a  much  deflated 
impression  of  himself:  he  is  a  man 
no  better  or  worse  than  any  other. 

There  is  nothing  radical  about 
the  style  of  "No  Deposit".  What  is 
radical  is  its  message:  that  people 
should  be  able  to  relate  no  matter 
what  their  colour,  spiritual  belief, 
sex,  or  mode  of  dress;  that  only 
through  displacing  image  with  feel- 
ing, or  definition  with  reality  can 
a  movement  toward  solidarity  be  made 
and  that  the  achievement  of  this 
displacement  is  not  impossible. 
Male-stream  thought,  its  definitions 
and  its  values,  is  neither  necessary 
<ior  valid:  what  is  both  necessary 
and  valid  is  a  personal  realisation 
of  what  is,    and  a  methodology  for 
the  integration  of  what  the  self  is 
with  what  others  are.  To  paraphrase 
Sara  Lee:  "If  everybody  would  be  the 
freak  that  he  really  is,  there'd  be 
no  more  freaks,  because  nobody  would 
know  the  difference." 

The  cast  of  "No  Deposit",  most  no- 
tably Torontonian  Saul  Rubinek  as 
Sara  Lee  and  Anthony  Baksa  as  Mere- 
dith, provide  an  excellent  perfor- 
mance, especially  in  that  the  West 
Side  Discussion  Group  production  is 
an  Equity  Showcase  (i.e.  no  pay). 
Palmer's  direction  of  a  play  which 
might  easily  be  clumsily  handled  or 
misinterpreted,  is  a  blend  of  spon- 
taneity and  precision,  inspirational 
in  any  theatre's  terms,  no  matter 
what  its  budget.  Whether  or  not  an 
audience  picks  up  on  every  intricacy 

22/  Body  Pol  WJc 


A  scene  from  "No  Deposit   —  No  Return" 

of  the  script,  "No  Deposit  -  No  Re- 
turn" packs  the  punches,  tells  the 
story,  and  asks  the  questions  needed 
to  help  its  audience  become  aware  of 
what  people,  as  people,  really  are. 

by  JAMES  WILSON 


THE  LAVENDER  AND  RED  UNION 

The  Political 
Perspective 

L&R  Union,  6618  Sunset  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  Ca.  ,  1975,  13p,  75? 
also  available  from  Glad  Day  Books, 
139  Seaton  St.,  Toronto. 

The  Political  Perspective  is  dedi- 
cated "to  Lesbians  and  Faggots,  to 
those  who  perished  for  their  suffer- 
ing, to  those  who  survived  for  their 
strength,  and  to  those  who  fight 
back  for  their  courage." 

The  document  represents  a  crystal- 
lization of  developing  Marxist 
thought  within  Gay  Liberation.  Un- 
fortunately it  also  mirrors  many  of 
the  weaknesses  found  in  the  straight 
Left. 

A  Marxist  critique  of  anti-homo- 
sexual society  must  arise  out  of  the 
struggle  for  our  own  liberation.   We 
must  collect  the  data  and  develop  an 
understanding  of  the  Toots  and  ex- 
perience of  homosexual  oppression 
through  history  and  anthropology. 
"Correct"  formulations,  parachuted 
in  from  the  straight  Left,  cannot 
replace  this  work  no  matter  how  well 
intentioned. 

The  first  part  of  the  Perspective 
therefore  merits  most  criticism.  We 
are  presented  with  a  collection  of 
orthodox  Leninist  truisms,  a  jargon- 
istic  analysis  of  class  society, 
imperialism  and  capitalism.  The 
difference  is  that  Gay  comes  first 


on  the  inevitable  list  of  oppressed 
"minority  groups." 

Often  the  text  degenerates  into 
sloganeering  which  weakens  important 
statements  like  "Gay  people  will  ne- 
ver be  free  under  capitalism",  by 
leaving  them  without  logical  or 
historical  substantiation. 

If  this  approach  is  methodologi- 
cally questionable,  it  is  disastrous 
pedagogy.  Overstating  conclusions 
before  explaining  basic  assumptions 
or  their  process  of  development  is 
simply  not  convincing.  There  are 
few  who  are  not  already  committed 
Gay  Marxists  who  will  appreciate 
much  of  the  work  in  the  pamphlet. 

Only  in  the  second  part  of  the 
Perspectives  does  the  Union  begin  to 
gTapple  with  the  real  problems  of  a 
Marxist  position  on  Gay  liberation. 
Their  answers  are  often  sketchy,  but 
provide  a  valuable  basis  for  discus- 
sion. 

The  nuclear  family  is  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  of  capitalism. 
Sex  role  stereotyping  is  necessary 
to  maintain  the  nuclear  family.  Gay 
people  challenge  these  role  defini- 
tions. We  therefore  put  the  "natu- 
ral" nuclear  family  in  question.   We 
are  therefore  dangerous  for  capita- 
lism and  must  be  repressed. 

Bisexuality  (outside  a  transition- 
al bisexuality  as  a  stage  of  coming 
out)  is  seen  as  a  ruling  class  res- 
ponse to  the  gay  movement.   It  is  an 
attempt  to  tell  gays  that  we  too  can 
fit  inside  the  family  structure. 
The  ideal  of  bisexuality  is  a  libe- 
ral ideology  which  defuses  the  cri- 
tical revolutionary  potential  of  gay 
liberation. 

The  authors  do,  however,  leave 
room  for  the  emergence  of  a  true, 
non-gender  defined  sexuality.  This 
can  only  occur  under  completely  dif- 
ferent social  conditions,  i.e.  du- 
ring the  final  transition  to  commu- 
nism. 

On  a  different  level  Gay  oppres- 
sion is  seen  as  a  way  of  dividing 
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straight  and  gay  workers  in  the  same 
way  that  radSI  divides  black  and 
white  workers,  j  The  primary  question 
is  the  class  question  between  capi- 
talists and  workers. 

The  Union  is  sharply  critical  of 
the  "Social  Service  Centre  ap- 
proach". This  is  seen  as  a  swing  to 
the  right.   It  is  an  attempt  to  in- 
tegrate gays  iato  the  system  which 
oppresses  then  and  to  use  gays  to 
oppress  other  gays. 

The  Perspective  calls  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  "vanguard  communist  par- 
ty" which  would  be  made  up  of  "the 
most  advanced  and  conscious  elements 
among  Cay,  women,  Black.  Brown, 
Asian,  American  Indian  and  white 
workers."  However,  since  no  such 
organization  exists  at  this  time,  it 
is  necessary  to  work  autonomously. 

The  important  strategy  in  the  fu- 
ture must  be  trade  union  work  in 
shops  where  gays  predominate  or  are 
a  large  minority.   Work  directed  to- 
ward the  Gay  community  as  a  whole 
should  be  continued. 

The  union  expresses  critical  sup- 
port for  a  number  of  socialist  coun- 
tries while  recognizing  that  the 
problem  of  sexism  is  far  from 
solved  anywhere.  Their  characteri- 
zation of  the  USSR  as  "revisionist" 
and  "imperialist",  however,  flows 
more  from  their  neo-Haoist  politi- 
cal orientation  than  from  any  per- 
ceived difference  in  the  treatment 
of  Gays  in  Russia  as  compared  to 
China. 

In  spite  of  their  fascination  with 
communist  rhetoric,  the  Union  makes 
its  position  clear  on  the  straight 
Left.   "The  relationship  between  the 
socialist  movement  and  Gay  libera- 
tion  is  the  foulest  chapter  in  the 
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recent  history  of  the  Left.  There 
has  been  no  analysis  of  why  Gay 
people  are  oppressed,  and  in  place 
of  that  many  revolutionaries  have 
put  forth  as  science  bourgeois 
myths.",  and  "without  a  strong  Gay 
voice  within  the  Communist  movement, 
it  is  possible  that  the  revolution 
will  leave  us  in  chains  against 
which  to  struggle  anew." 

A  Marxist  analysis  of  sexuality 
and  sexual  oppression  is  finally  de- 
veloping.  The  Lavender  and  Red 
Union  will  no  doubt  be  important  in 
this  process.   Their  contribution 
will  be  positive  to  the  extent  that 
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they  focus  their  energies  on  solving 
the  specific  problems  of  Cay  libera- 
tion. 

Marxism  has  a  great  deal  to  teach 
Gay  liberation.  More  importantly, 
however,  the  struggle  for  Cay  liber- 
ation has  the  potential  to  fill  many 
of  the  huge  gaps  in  traditional 
Marxian  theory  and  practice,  espe- 
cially on  questions  of  sexuality  and 
repression.   It  is  these  gaps  which 
have  contributed  to  many  of  the  his- 
torical defeats  suffered  by  the 
movements  for  socialism  and  human 
liberation  in  this  century. 

by  TIM  McCASKELL 


Gay  Spirit 


A  GUIDE  TO  BECOMING  A  SENSUOUS 

HOMOSEXUAL 

David  Loovis 

Grove  Press,  1974,  55.95. 

It  was  inevitable  that  sooner  or 
later,  some  sharp  writer  after  a 
fast  buck  would  write  this  book.  So 
now  we  have  a  gay  sequel  to  the  sen- 
suous sex  manuals  of  a  few  years 
back  --  and  probably  not  the  last 
one,  either.  One  might  almost  think 
gay  liberation  had  arrived. 

According  to  David  Loovis  it  has! 
From  chapter  one,  subtitled  "Gay  is 
Never  Having  to  Say  You're  Sorry": 
"From  (the  Stonewall  riots)  on,  it 
has  been  the  right  time  to  be  alive 
and  gay  in  America...  In  our  new  and 
hard  won  freedom,  we  mustn't  forget 
those  times...  We've  told  the  world 
that  gay  is  good  and  beautiful  and 
sexy.   We've  been  heard.   Now  we've 
got  to  show  we  meant  what  we  said." 
This  kind  of  willful  blindness  to 
gay  realities  pervades  Gay  Spirit. 
Unfortunately,  it  merely  echoes  a 
widely-voiced  sentiment  in  the  gay 
community,  in  the  process  cashing  in 
on  what  people  want  to  be  told. 

The  message  of  this  book  can  be 
summed  up  in  two  trite  phrases: 
'think  positive'  and  'put  your  best 
foot  forward'.   Realizing  how  little 
he  has  to  say  on  the  topic,  Loovis 
has  fleshed  out  his  guide  with  long 
anecdotal  fantasies  about  the  sex 
lives  of  those  who  have  become  truly 
sensuous  (himself  included).  These 
anecdotes  are  the  essence  of  the 
book.   It  must  entertain,  since  it 
does  not  instruct - 

My  major  objection,  however,  is 
the  way  in  which  Loovis  tries  to 
justify  the  most  oppressive  attitudes 
held  by  and  about  gay  people.  To  be- 
gin with,  he  quite  flatly  states 
that  everyone  fits  into  an  "archety- 
pal sexual  role",  dominant  or  submis- 
sive, and  part  of  self-awareness  is 
discovering  and  asserting  that  role 
(he  allows  for  some  experimentation). 
Even  if,  as  he  maintains,  these  roles 
are  shed  at  the  bedroom  door,  they 
cannot  help  drastically  limiting 
one's  experience,  since  another  of 
his  basic  tenets  is  never  to  end  up 
with  someone  whose  sexual  tastes  are 
the  same  as  yours. 

Elaborating  on  his  predatorial  ap- 
proach Loovis  goes  on  to  counsel 
careful  modulation  of  voice  ("make 
it  a  lasso  to  draw  him  in")  and  be- 
haviour ("don't  swish")  and  an  obses 
sive  concern  with  appearance,  the 


latter  including  a  shameless  ID  page 
prono  for  the  sale  clothing  industry. 
Aside  fro*  this  needless  enphasis  on 
objectification,  Loovis'  requirements 
exclude  a  large  number  of  gays:  those 
who  are  unattractive,  or  fat,  or  ti- 
mid or  high-strung;  or  poor.   It 
takes  more  than  a  crash-course  in 
plasticity  to  change  such  quali- 
ties —  assuming  they  need  to  be 
changed  in  the  first  place. 

Not  surprisingly,  an  under-current 
of  misogyny  runs  through  this  book, 
manifest  in  ant i-transvestite/' femme' 
attitudes,  and  an  insistence  on  'man- 
liness'. At  one  genuinely  shocking 
point,  all  this  wells  up  in  a  page- 
long  catalogue  of  everything  the 
author  hates  most  about  women. 

About  the  only  positive  advice  in 
this  book  is  that  we  learn  to  relax, 
experiment  with  and  enjoy  sex.  Doubt- 
less, there  are  many  straights  and 
gays  who  need  to  learn  that.  Other- 
wise, any  serious  consideration  can 
only  lead  to  a  superficial  and  pre- 
datory attitude  to  gay  relationships. 

Do  not  buy  this  book,  even  to  laugh 
at  it.   Loovis  threatens  to  write 
another  one,  and  high  sales  on  this 
number  will  only  encourage  him. 

by  ROBERT  TROW 


Homosexuality: 
Time  to  Tell 
the  Truth 

Leonard  Barnett 

Victor  Gollancz  Ltd.,  1975,  $7.50. 

A  positive  book  about  gays  by  a 
Christian  mininster  is  about  as  un- 
likely as  a  positive  book  about 
blacks  by  a  Mississippi  policeman. 
However  sincere  the  author  is,  his 
background  is  almost  certain  to  pre- 
judice his  writings.   Such,  unfor- 
tunately, is  the  case  in  Leonard 
Barnett' s  Homosexuality:  Time  to 
Tell  the  Truth. 

It  would  be  an  injustice  to  write 
the  book  off  completely.   It  is  one 
of  the  first  books  for  young  people 
which  deals  with  homosexuality  in  a 
positive,  rational  manner.   It  does 
an  excellent  job  of  breaking  down 
most  of  the  myths  and  fallacies 
about  gays,  and  the  questions  for 
discussion  should  help  readers  ask 
the  many  questions  they  would  ordi- 
narily hesitate  about.   Perhaps  most 
important,  the  author  recognizes 
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that  oanv  of  his  young  readers  arc 
gay,  and  with  soar  reservations  he 
encourages  the*  to  accept  this. 

The  book  deals  principally  with 
tiatien  regarding  gay  men  in 
Britain.  Cay  women  are  sadly  ne- 
glected; indeed  the  author's  ignor- 
ance is  astonishing.  At  one  point 
he  claims  that  society  has  "exer- 
cised a  tolerant,  far  more  relaxed 
attitude  to  lesbianism"  (than  to 
gay  men).   I  think  British  lesbians 
would  be  surprised  to  learn  this. 

Inevitably,  there  is  a  lot  of 
space  devoted  to  the  theological 
gymnastics  required  to  justify  a 
positive  approach  to  homosexuality 
in  light  of  traditional  Christian 
thought.   Characteristically,  the 
author  follows  the  Church's  usual 
practice  of  circumventing  the  glar- 
ing injustices  while  stopping  short 
of  a  radical  re-examination  of 
Christian  ethics.   Hence  while  ho- 
mosexual acts  within  a  permanent 
(but  not  marriage)  relationship  are 
acceptable,  casual  sex  is  not.  Ha- 
ving undermined  the  traditional 
Christian  rationale  for  such  a  pro- 
nouncement, he  justifies  his  posi- 
tion principally  by  references  to 
the  dangers  of  VD.  (He  does  not  say 
whether  he  condemns  other  activities 
with  occupational  hazards  --  most 
athletes  require  occasional  medical 
attention.) 

Leonard  Barnett's  acceptance  of 
gays  is  clearly  limited.  Time  and 
time  again  phrases  appear  which 
would  indicate  that  homosexuality  is 
inferior,  perhaps  the  most  devasta- 
ting being  his  unsupported  state- 
ment that  gays  face  a  moral  chal- 
lenge "inasmuch  as  there  is  on  the 
whole  a  greater  likelihood  of  such 
pressure  unduly  influencing  some- 
body young  and  inexperienced  into 
homosexual  activity  which  may  not  be 
truly  natural  for  the  younger  per- 
son concerned."  --  some  myths  obvi- 
ously have  yet  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  author  ends  by  speaking  highly 
of  the  liberal  gay  groups  in  Bri- 
tain, but  gay  liberation  is  frowned 
upon,  as  is  any  other  action  which 
might  lead  to  radical  change.  The 
church  has  always  believed  it  has  a 
god-given  right  to  pass  judgement  on 
personal  sexual  behaviour,  and  it  is 
not  about  to  relinquish  its  place  in 
the  bedrooms  of  the  world. 

by   IAN  TURNER 


Show  Me! 


A   PICTURE   BOOK   OF   SEX   FOR   CHIL- 
DREN  AND  PARENTS 

Dr.    H.    Fleischhauer-Hardt    (text). 

Will   McBride    (photography) 

St.  Martin's  Press,  $14.95.  Banned 

in  Canada. 

The  prudes  of  the  world  never 
learn.  What  with  bannings  at  the 
border,  visits  from  morality  squad 
officers,  threats  of  obscenity  char- 
ges, fulminating  editorials  and  out- 
cries from  incensed  liberals,  this 
new  sex  education  book  has  received 
three  times  as  much  publicity  as  it 
might  have  if  MacMillans  had  been 
able  to  import  its  few  thousand  co- 
pies into  Canada  unimpeded.  Cer- 
tainly, when  it  finally  does  get 
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through,  ther?  can  be  no  doubt  about 
vastly  increased  sales. 

The  photos,  which  are  the  contro- 
versial elements  in  the  book,  show 
children  exploring  their  own  and 
each  other's  bodies,  including  their 
genitals.  He  also  see  erections, 
and  masturbation,  but  no  orgasms.  A 
cock  is  even  shovn  entering  a  vagi- 
na, which  as  certainly  an  advance 
over  clinical  cross-sectional  dia- 
grams of  limp  cocks.   Because  the 
book  is  aimed  at  adolescent  children 
and  their  parents,  there  is  a  com- 
mendable emphasis  on  touching  and 
feeling  and  discover)-.  Two  boys 
touch  and  compare  circumcised  and 
uncircumcised  cocks;  two  girls 
touch  and  compare  breast  sizes.  The 
Toronto  Sun  reviewer,  of  course,  saw 
those  embraces  as  'sneaky',  apparen- 
tly because  there  were  no  warnings 
of  dire  consequences  or  assurances 
that  it  was  only  childish  experimen- 
tation. 

Homosexuality,  predictably,  is  not 
mentioned  save  for  a  short\section 
in  the  appendix  of  the  text.  Most 
of  the  section  is  taken  up  with  de- 
finitions, but  it  does  accept  that 
there  exist  satisfying  partnerships 
"rather  like  marriage"  which  can  in- 
clude ingredients  like  love  and  ten- 
derness.  It  allows  that  the  precise 
causes  of  homosexuality  are  not 
known,  and  that  we  have  existed 
throughout  history. 

Not  bad,  you  say,  but  I  submit 
that  this  approach  is  more  insidious 
that  outright  bigotry.   By  putting 
the  mention  in  a  short  appendix,  by 
omitting  any  photos  which  relate  di- 
rectly to  gayness,  by  bringing  up 
causation  even  if  only  to  admit 
science's  bafflement.  Show  Mel  en- 
sures that  we  continue  to  be  seen  as 
peripheral,  anomalous,  extra-ordin- 


The  context  of  the  book  is  resol- 
utely that  of  heterosexual  fumily 
and  marriage.  The  sex  is  always  le- 
gitimised by  deep  love  or  responsi- 
bility or  commitment  or  desire  to 
have  children,  etc  etc.  Mummy  and 
Daddy,  for  example,  love  each  other, 
they  love  each  other  so  much  that 
they  finally  have  sex  as  an  expres- 
sion of  that  love.  Which  is  fine, 
except  that  this  is  the  only   possi- 
bility articulated. 

Although  the  text  wams  against 
forcing  children  into  narrow  sex 
roles  (let  boys  learn  to  cook  if 
they  want  to),  it  seems  to  be  subtly 
negated  by  an  unquestioning  gender 
determinism.   Boys  and  girls  are 
meant  for  each  other.  Each  always 
has  sex  with  the  other,  and  they 
will  grow  up  to  marry  and  have  fami- 
lies too.  The  two  final  photos  are 
accompanied  by  huge  captions  --  lit- 
tle boy:  "I  want  to  be  like  father"; 
little  girl:  "I  want  to  be  like  mo- 
ther".  Perhaps  the  intention  is 
purely  anatomical,  a  realization  of 
identity  as  biological  male  or  fe- 
male, but  it  is  far  too  ambiguous 
given  the  amount  of  sex  role  stereo- 
typing pervasive  in  our  culture. 

Basically  the  children  are  encou- 
raged to  do  it  only  one  way:  geni- 
tal to  genital.  There  are  two  dis- 
creet shots  of  oral-genital  contact 
(e.g.  a  delicate  kiss  planted  by  his 
girlfriend  on  the  tip  of  big  bro- 
ther's erection),  but  there  is  lit- 
tle mention  in  the  text  of  variations 
in  sexual  expression.  Although  lip 
service  is  paid  to  freedom,  we  are 
warned:  "On  no  account  must  non-re- 
pressive sex  education  be  equated 
with  the  recommendation  of  indiscri- 
minate indulgence  in  sex."  What  are 
the  dangers  of  this  indiscriminate 
indulgence?  If  it  is  unwanted  preg- 
nancy, why  is  there  not,  then,  dis- 
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cuts  ion  of  the  various  Beans  of  cir- 
cumventing fertilized  ovaries?  I 
guess  because  sex  mist  still  be  seen 
as  a  aeriouB   business. 

Show  He  I  uses  progressive  methods 
to  teach  and  reinforce  rather  tradi- 
tional values  about  sexuality.   It 
exhibits  the  sane  old  heterosexual 
arrogance,  that  confident  but  false 
assumption  of  all-inclusiveness. 

So  what  did  I  expect?  Obviously 
something  more.  Gay  children  have 
a  right  to  be  taught  things  which 
can  be  related  to  their  own  sexual 
development.  They  are  given  nothing 
here. 

by  ED  JACKSON 


Sexual  Signatures 

ON  BEING  A  MAN  OR  A  WOMAN 
John  Money  and  Patricia  Tucker 
Little,  Brown,  1975.  $7.95. 

Sexual  Signatures  is  an  easy-to- 
read  and  sometimes  entertaining  book 
about  "how  we  become  male  or  female 
by  stages"  from  conception  to  adult- 
hood through  the  interaction  of  bio- 
logy and  society.  Tucker  is  a  jour- 
nalist. Money  a  medical  psycholo- 
gist, co-founder  of  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins Gender  Identity  Clinic.  Though 
it  is  best  known  for  operations  on 
transexuals,  the  clinic  was  founded 
mainly  for  people  born  as  hermaphro- 
dites.  Hermaphrodites  with  the 
same  'error  of  the  body'  at  birth 
can  be  successfully  raised  as  either 
a  boy  or  a  girl  (with  appropriate 
surgical  and  hormonal  treatments), 
which  pretty  well  delivers  the  final 
blow  to  the  'anatomy  is  sexual  des- 
tiny' school  of  thought.  The 
authors  compare  gender  differentia- 
tion to  language  learning:  everyone 
is  biologically  equipped  to  learn 
language  but  socially  programmed  to 
leam  a  particular  language.   (Un- 
fortunately, almost  all  of  their  in- 
formation on  language  is  in  contra- 
diction to  the  findings  of  scienti- 
fic linguistics,  so  the  real  possi- 
bilities in  the  comparison  are  lost). 

We  learn  that  there  are  exactly 
four  universal  differences  between 
the  sexes:  only  men  impregnate,  only 
women  menstruate,  gestate  and  lac- 
tate. Hormones  related  to  these 
functions  make  it  potentially  easier 
for  females  to  react  to  stimuli  for 
parental  behaviour,  but  they  do  not 
make  one  sex  perform  these  activi- 
ties better,  and  their  effects  can 
be  neutralised  or  reversed  (or  rein- 
forced) by  socialization.  Males  who 
do  not  have  enough  of  the  hormone 
androgen  before  and  after  birth  are 
"quieter,  less  inclined  to  join  in 
competitive  sports"  but  "no  more 
likely  to  become  homosexual  than  the 
test  girls  (with  too  much  androgen) 
are  likely  to  become  lesbian".  We 
are  not  told  whether  males   with  too 
much  androgen  are  more  likely  to  be 
heterosexual,   presumably  because 
that's  not  something  to  worry  about. 
The  authors  have  a  somewhat  irrita- 
ting way  of  telling  (reassuring?) 
the  reader  that  this  or  that  does 
not  lead  to  homosexuality.  Although 
this  is  good  in  counteracting  popu- 
lar myths,  it  also  expresses  an  ap- 
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Charlie's  Opening 


One  of  the  images  by  gay  artist  Evergon  at  his  exhibit.  "Charlie's  Open- 
ing", held  at  Gallery  Graphics  in  Ottawa.  The  show  was  specially  extended 
so  that  delegates  and  others  at  the  National  Conference  could  attend. 

The  images  were  the  most  explicitly  gay  which  Evergon  has  attempted, 
and  were  frequently  successful  in  depicting  the  beauty,  humour,  and  rauiv- 
chy  exuberance  of  gay  life. 


parent  feeling  of  theirs  that  'cor- 
rect' sex  orientation  is  the  litmus 
test  of  true  masculinity  and  femin- 
inity (outside  the  reproductive  dif- 
ferences) . 

The  main  'point'  made  is  that  gen- 
der identity  should  be  firmly  groun- 
ded in  differences  of  reproductive 
potential  rather  than  in  occupation- 
al and  recreational  interests, 
dress,  etc:  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  test-tube  babies,  whereas 
the  other  differences  could  well 
lessen  considerably  in  our  lifetime. 
Yet  the  authors  curiously  keep  in- 
sisting that  there  will  always  be 
some   other  differences,  however  much 
flexibility  there  may  be.  Anthropo- 
logical facts  suggest  that  the  foun- 
dation of  sex  roles  is  the  division 
of  labour  between  the  sexes:  in 
early  societies,  men  hunted,  women 
gathered  plants.   In  Canada  today 
boys  are  raised  with  the  personality 
suited  to  being  a  breadwinner  on  the 
competitive  market,  girls  to  being 
housewife-mothers  in  the  home,  some- 
times supplementing  family  income 
with  low-paid  work.  The  real  sexual 
revolution,  in  various  stages  in 
different  countries,  is  the  wither- 
ing away  of  this  division.  When 
this  is  complete,  it  is  hard  to  see 
how  masculinity  and  femininity  would 
be  very  important  concerns,  even 
with  reproductive  differences.  On 
the  other  hand,  as  long  as  the  divi- 
sion of  labour  remains  strong,  it  is 
somewhat  Utopian  to  think  that 
people  could  ground   their  identity 
in  something  else,  by  a  mere  act  of 
the  will.  Gay  or  straight,  they 
have  been  raised  since  birth  to  be 
either  breadwinners  or  housewife- 
mothers. 

Money  and  Tucker  make  a  mistake  in 
defining  homosexuality  as  "erotic 
response  to  individuals  with  the 
same  kind  of  external  sexual  anato- 
my", a  sort  of  purely  aesthetic  mat- 
ter.  Maybe  it  would  be  better  to 


say  that  it  is  attraction  to  someone 
with  the  same  gender  identity  (re- 
cognised by  anatomy),  and  that  it  is 
not  approved  because  people  still 
suppose  that  society's  tasks  must 
continue  to  be  quite  rigidly  divided 
--  through  the  family  --  between  the 
two  roles.   But  as  the  division  of 
tasks  decreases  in  actual  practice, 
'correct'  sex  orientation  becomes 
meaningless;  and  gay  liberationists 
organise  themselves  to  say  so. 

Money  and  Tucker  claim  that  gays 
are  staunch  defenders  of  sex  differ- 
ences. That's  because  they  seem  to 
think  that  most  gay  men  are  either 
ultra  fem  or  ultra  butch,  one  of  a 
few  misunderstandings  that  gay, 
transvestite,  SfiM  and  perhaps  other 
readers  will  have  to  put  up  with. 
Still,  the  prejudices  of  the  authors 
are  kept  fairly  distinct  from  the 
facts  presented.  The  sections  on 
homosexuality  could  have  included 
more  of  what  is  known  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  on  the  whole,  use  of  the 
book  in  schools  and  libraries  would 
promote  scientific  sex  education. 

by  BRIAN  MOSSOP 
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Consenting  Adult 

Laura  Z.  Hobson 
Doubleday.  1975.  $9.25 

"All  previous  novels  dealt  prima- 
rily with  the  homosexuals  themselves, 
with  their  problems,  their  point  of 
view,  while  this  one  takes  the  oppo- 
site stance  entirely  and  focuses  on 
the  parents  and  family  of  the  homo- 
sexual, their  pain,  their  fears, 
their  point  of  view."  --  dust  jacket. 

If  it  had  never  occurred  to  homo- 
sexuals before  that  their  parents 
might  go  through  a  great  deal  of 
pain/fear/sorrow  more  us  would  be 


Laura  Z  Hobson 


out.  Sensitivity  is  a  cliche,  but 
it  is  precisely  sensitivity  to  par- 
ents' discomfort  which  we  must  sub- 
merge if  we  are  successfully  to  leave 
the  closet.   We  do  not  deserve  the 
pain/fear/sorrow  and  we  must  see  that 
letting  our  parents  share  some  it  it 
is  not  somehow  avoiding  our  punish- 
ment. We  would  therefore  have  ten- 
ded to  say  that  it  could  not  be  help- 
ful for  our  literature  to  dwell  on 
parents  and  their  problems  of  accep- 
tance. 

The  novel  traces  the  change  in 
consciousness  in  the  mother  of  a  gay 
man  from  I960  to  1973.   Predictably 
her  first  concern  is  to  have  him  be- 
come heterosexual  at  whatever  cost. 
She  pays  for  four  futile  years  in 
therapy.  Eventually  thoughts  of 
those  years  evoke  anger  in  her  but 
only  because  she  learns  of  therapi 
who  feels  attempts  at  curing  homo? 
uals  can  be  dangerous.  The  enormous 
cost  is  never  really  tallied.  Through 
her  own  reading  and  thinking  she 
gradually  comes  to  view  homosexual 
oppression  as  a  part  of  the  sexism 
of  our  culture.  She  follows  the 
growth  of  the  gay  movement  eagerly, 
and  contributes  to  the  changing 
views  in  the  psychiatric  profession 
by  arranging  for  her  company  (she  is 
an  editor)  to  publish  a  book  by  one 
of  the  'radical'  psychiatrists  who 
believe  that  homosexuality  is  not  an 
illness.   Her  son  takes  no  part  in 
raising  her  consciousness,  but  it  is 
apparent  that  he  is  going  through  a 
parallel  development  during  the 
thirteen  years  of  the  novel.  And 


the  end  sees  then  reconciled,  with 
Jeff  and  his  lover  coming  'home'  for 
Christmas.   Presumably  he  will  no 
longer  be  gruff  and  cruel,  silent  on 
the  topic  of  gayness  as  he  has  been 
throughout.   I  might  wish  for  a  less 
tortured  and  more  talkative  Jeff, 
but  I  will  settle  for  the  promise  of 
his  reform  which  the  end  of  the  no- 
vel provides. 

Hobson  is  a  little  squeamish  about 
sex.  At  one  point  she  spends  two 
pages  deploring  graphic  descriptions 
of  sex  in  modern  novels.  And  the 
vision  of  Jeff  making  love  to  another 
man  haunts  his  parents  to  the  im- 
plausible extent  of  preventing  love- 
making  between  the  two  of  them. 
Every  time  his  father  even  thinks  of 
sex,  the  image  of  two  men  together 
springs  to  his  mind  and  he  is  filled 
with  repulsion.  A  little  unlikely, 
1  think. 

In  her  support  of  gay  rights  the 
key  words  for  her  are  'consenting' 
and  'adult'.   She  returns  again  and 
again  to  the  Wolfendon  Report  and 
its  'humane'  recommendations.   Need- 
less to  say,  gayness  is  seen  as  mo- 
nolithic. The  more  contentious  areas 
of  boylove  and  SUM  are  ignored  com- 
pletely. 

Yet  as  a  novel  by  a  liberal 
straight.  Consenting  Adult  is  light 
years  ahead  of  others  in  its  categ- 
ory (most  notably  The  Front  Runner). 
Hobson  has  discussed  sexism,  has 
talked  about  homosexuality  in  terms 
of  oppression,  and  has  shown  both  a 
homosexual  and  an  'older  generation' 
heterosexual  coming  to  terms  with 
gayness  and  joining  the  liberation 
struggle.   It  deserves  the  success 
that  The  Front  Runner  has  achieved. 


by  HERV  WALKER 


The  family... 

Continued  from  page  13 

vidual   is  one  way  and  another  is  some 
other  way  is   unknown.     There  is  no 
reason  why  your  next   three   children 
should  require  more  or   less  of  any- 
thing than  you've  given  to  the   first 
three . 

You  pointed  but  that  "your  home  is 
still  here,   and  we  are  still  here, 
and  we  are     the  same  parents  you've 
always  known."     Of  course  you  are. 
People  don't   change  overnight.     I'm 
the  same  son  you've  always  known  too. 
Perhaps  you  just     know  me  a  little 
better  than  you  used  to.     And  there 
is  no  possibility  whatever  of  me 
shutting  you  out  of  my   life  as   long 
as  you  are  reasonable  about   the  few 
requests   I  have  made  in  this   letter. 


Support 


Mom's  and  Dad's  letters  shocked  me. 
I  can't  believe  they  actually  wrote 
such  garbage.   I  always  knew  they 
were  old  fashioned  but  really  that 
is  ridiculous.   They  make  it  sound 
as  if  the  life  you  have  chosen  is 
completely  rotten.   Well,  if  it  is 
then  so  is  mine  as  there  is  no  dif- 
ference.  I'll  do  what  I  can  to  ex- 
plain to  them  that  there  is  nothing 
wrong  with  you  and  that  you  aren't 
sick  and  all  the  other  weird  things 
they  suggested. 


Reconciliation 

1  guess  1  should  start  this  letter 

by  apologizing  for  the  ones  we  sent 
you.   I  don't  think  you  will  believe 
me  when  I  say  that  we  didn't  intend 
to  hurt  you  or  cause  you  so  much  un- 
happiness.  By  the  angry  one  you 
wrote  us  I'm  afraid  we  did. 

We  should  have  taken  more  time  to 
think  about  it  and  read  up  on  it 
and  to  try  and  understand  it  better. 
You're  so  right  when  you  say  we  were 
going  through  a  crisis.  We  certainly 
were,  but  I  think  we've  come  through 
it  now.   I  suppose  we  reacted  as  s 
lot  of  parents  do.  Maybe  if  we  had 
known  as  Merle  did,  our  reaction 
would  have  been  much  the  same  as 
hers. 

What  she  wrote  you,  "I'm  proud  of 
you  for  having  the  guts  to  stand  un^ 
for  yourself  and  be  your  own  man," 
is  what  I've  always  told  you  kids  to 
do  and  I'm  so  thankful  that  you  have 
been  able  to  do  just  that.   From  what 
I  can  understand  from  the  books  you 
sent  you  need  a  good  strong  character 
to  stand  up  to  the  heterosexual  world 
and  fight  for  your  cause.  As  the 
book  [The  Gay  Mystique]  says,  the 
only  difference  is  one's  sex  life 
and  to  me  a  person's  private  life  is 
his  own  affair. 

Please  forgive  us  Merv,  for  our 
stupidity  and  ignorance,  and  try  to 
read  our  letters  again  and  see  the 
love  and  concern  for  you.   You  know 
us  well  enough  to  know  that  we  were 
not  trying  to  force  religion,  or  med- 
ical advice  or  anything  else  on  you. 
We  were  searching  for  answers  to 
things  we  couldn't  understand.  We 
have  only  wanted  the  best  things  in 
life  for  our  family  and  of  course  to 
us  that  means  a  home  and  family  etc. 
But  apparently  happiness  comes  dif- 
ferently to  different  people.   I'm 
glad  you  have  a  job;  and  you  have  met 
so  many  good  friends  and  that  you're 
happy  living  in  Toronto.  What  are  your 
plans  for  the  future?  ■ 
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Bake   it,   and  it   represents  ay  coa- 
mitaent    to  struggle  on  behalf  of  all 
oppressed  people. 

Southin  avers  that  Cuban  gay  people 
have  been  "seriously  let  down  and 
even  compromised"  by  myself  and 
others,    but    I    can  affirm  that    I    ain 
confident   that  Cuban  gay  people  are 
supportive  of  the  voices  being  raised 
to  protest   the  policies  of  the  Cuban 
government,   whether  those  voices  are 
quiet  ones   (such  as  Southin" s)   or 
louder  ones   {such  as  mine).     At  this 
point,    I  Mould  be  happy  to  support 
his  approach,  his  efforts,   though 
shriller  voices  might   call  him  a 
"sell-out"  to  the  straight-identified 
male   left.      But   if  I  am  to  support 
his  kind  of  struggle,   he  should  con- 
•aaaer  the  value  of  mine   and  not   join 
with  the  macho  Cubans   in  calling  me 
"counter- revolutionary". 

Perhaps   the  origin  of  the  conflict 
has   to  do  with   the  origin  of  our  re- 
lationship to  Cuba.      I   traveled  to 
Cuba  as  a  political   activist,   com- 
mitted to   international   solidarity 
and  to  revolution   in  America.     Sou- 
thin traveled  to  Cuba  as  a  man  of 
science,   a  professional  willing  to 
offer  his  help  to  a  revolutionary  na- 
tion.     For  me,   the  challenges  of  the 
politics  of  gay-feminism  posed  a 
serious   threat   to  my  whole   identity. 
To  retain   loyalty  to  the  Cuban  re- 
volution would  be,   for  me,  to  deny 
everything  I  was  learning  from  the 
gay-feminist  movement.     As  for  earn- 
ing the  right  to  criticize  Cuba,   I 
could,    I   suppose,    say  that   I  earned 
the   right  on  the  basis  of  a  decade 
in  which   I   spoke  out  and  wrote  in 
favour  of  the  Cuban  revolution.      But, 
more  to  the  point,    I   feel   that   I 
earned  the  right   to  criticize  Cuba 
simply  on  the  basis  of  my   life  as  a 
"faggot"   in  America  and  on  the  basis 
of  the  love  I  feel  for  the  people 
who  are  the  victims  of  Cuban  machismo 
and  an  authoritarian  government. 

Al  len  Young 

Orange,  Massachusetts 


Dear  Brothers, 

Thanks   for  the  kindly  sent  number 
19.      The  Allen  Young  article  is   full 
of  our  reality.     Who  says  another 
thing  haven't  seen  our  country  so 
deeply  as  Mr.   Young. 

Give  our  sincere   congratulations 
to  Allen  and  all  members  of  Body  Pol- 
itic collective.     Your  work  is  very 
important   for  our  future.      We  are 
sure   that  someday,    soon,   we  will  be 
free  in   love  and  humanity. 

Love  and  kisses. 


Cuban  Gays 


I  was  glad  to  see  the  article  on 
"Gays  in  Cuba"  which  appeared  in  your 
July-August,  1975,  issue.   However, 
I  have  to  agree  with  John  Southin' s 
criticisms  of  the  article.  Those  of 
us  with  socialist  tendencies  are  very 
much  interested  in  the  status  and 
well-being  of  gay  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  the  various  socialist  states 
now  in  existence.  I  realize  that 
given  the  nature  of  Stalinism  and 
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the  resulting  oppression  of  gay 
people  by  this  perverted  fora  of  so- 
cialism that  it  is  impossible  to  re- 
ceive accurate  and  verifiable  infor- 
mation on  the  status  of  gay  people  in 
some  of  the  socialist  countries. 

Awhile  back  there  appeared  a  revol- 
utionary gay  group  of  socialists  in 
Portugal.   1  was  very  much  interested 
in  learning  aore  about  the  struggle 
of  these  gay  brothers  and  sisters. 
Unfortunately,  information  about  the 
struggle  they  were  involved  in  disap- 
peared almost  as  fast  as  it  appeared. 
Certainly,  the  people  involved  in 
this  struggle  are  still  alive  and  it 
would  be  interesting  to  try  and  con- 
tact them  to  receive  information  from 
them  as  well  as  their  ideological 
perspectives  on  gay  liberation,  fem- 
inism, and  effeminism. 

Therefore,  perhaps  your  collective 
group  should  resolve  to  take  a  more 
aggressive  role  in  trying  to  obtain 
information  from  gays  in  the  social- 
ist states  to  share  with  the  rest  of 
us.   At  any  rate,  more  articles  on 
gays  in  socialist  states  would  cer- 
tainly be  appreciated.  Accuracy 
would  be  nice,  but  second-hand  and 
third-hand  anecdotes  are  better  than 
no  news  at  all. 

Joel  Starkey 

Southern  Gay  Liberator 

Boca  Raton,  Florida 


Coming  out 

The  following  ie  a  letter  Bent  via 
The  Body  Politic  to  Jim  Dougan  in 
response  to  the  letter  to  his  parents 
("A  Family  Affair")  published  in 
issue  Hl$. 

It   took  courage  to  write  that   let- 
ter to  your  folks.     I  admire  you.     I 
only  wish   I   had  had  the  same  self- 
awareness  and  courage  at  your  age.    I 
am,    at   age  40,   a  married  man  with 
wonderful   children.      1  have  a  col- 
lege education,   a  comfortable  job 
and  a  comfortable  home   life.      During 
the  past   five  years   I  have  become 
more  aware  of  my  dissatisfactions 
and  frustrations.      I   am  recognizing 
that   I  have  repressed  the  homosexual 
aspect   of  my  life  for  many  years. 
If  I  were  to  disclose   this  nature   I 
would  certainly   lose  my   family,   my 
job,   my  associates.      I   frankly  don't 
know  what   I'd  have   left.      At   this 
point  I  cannot  take  the  risk. 
Therefore   I   respect   and  admire  you 
for  your  openness  and  honesty  with 
yourself  and  with  others.      I  believe 
that  despite  the   risk  and  the  recri- 
minations you'll  be  a  better  person 
for  your  stand  and  will  not  have  to 
go  through   life  covering  up,   deny- 
ing,   apologizing,   and  being  dishon- 
est with  yourself  and  others. 

A  Friend 


Harold  Hedd 

I  thank  you  for  printing  the  Harold 
Hedd  cartoon  page,  especially  the 
squares  which  showed  the  two  men 
sucking  each  other's  cocks  and  enjoy- 
ing the  splurt  and  splurge  of  their 
hot  male  cum.  We  need  to  have  a  lot 


of  this  printe J  and  aade  available 
to  those  whose  tastes  ar. 
clined. 

I  would  also  like  to  coanend  you 
on  the  wisdoa  of  not  fighting  out  the 
issue  of  your  right  to  publish  and  to 
sell,  in  public,  whatever  you  see 
fit.  The  Bind  of  the  public  I 
rational,  and  at  present  it  is  re- 
treating from  the  new  and  gloriously 
open  sexuality;  my  hunch  is  that  this 
new  freedom  represents  a  grave  threat 
to  anyone  whose  emotions  are  distor- 
ted through  suppression. 

For  the  same  reason,  I  must  ask  you 
to  withhold  my  name  and  address,  and 
also  to  omit  any  mention  of  the 
church-related  group  name  on  this 
letterhead.  My  purpose  in  writing 
was  to  give  you  some  emotional  sup- 
port from  across  the  border,  rather 
than  to  expose  the  rather  fragile  be- 
ginning of  an  attempt  to  beard  the 
lion  in  his  den. 

An  instance  in  point:  last  year,  I 
was  unexpectedly  and  summarily  evic- 
ted from  a  church  property  merely  be- 
cause of  the  threat  that  publicity 
might  ensue  from  my  activities  in 
exploring  the  distress  resulting  from 
suppression  of  sexuality. 

Name  and  address  withheld  at 
request  of  writer. 

No  reason  at  all 

As  I  left  the  University  of  Ottawa 
Law  Building  for  the  last  time,  I 
heard  someone  ask,  after  the  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Gay  Conference 
passed  a  motion  to  send  Or.  Horgen- 
taler  a  letter  of  support,  "What 
does  abortion  have  to  do  with  being 
gay?";  and  in  a  way  I  had  to  ask  my- 
self the  same  question.   I  thought, 
I  am  certainly  pro-abortion,  and 
there  are  gay  women  who  get  raped 
and  become  pregnant;  but  at  the  time 
I  felt  so  removed  from  such  issues. 
Afterwords  I  felt  a  bit  ashamed  be- 
cause I  had  realized  that  I  was  al- 
lowing my  gayness  to  become  an  enig- 
ma, as  if  that  was  all  I  was,  gay; 
and  I  couldn't  get  it  together  to 
identify  with  other  oppressions. 
Nevertheless,  it  made  me  realize 
that  as  one  of  those  restless  alter- 
native seekers,  I  did  not  resent 
those  people  in  the  conference  room 
passing  motion  after  motion  in  the 
name  of  gay  rights.   I  just  felt 
alienated  from  them.  Some  had  a 
reason  for  being  there.   Others,  in- 
cluding myself,  did  not.   Instead  I 
played  tag,  went  swimming  with  a 
group  of  new  friends,  joined  hands 
with  twenty  others  in  a  circle  and 
danced  down  Sparks  St.,  led  a  group 
on  massage  which  turned  into  an 
orgy,  danced  in  the  Lord  Elgin  (I've 
always  had  a  secret  desire  to  do  it) 
and  generally  let  loose,  made  new 
friends,  talked  a  lot,  screwed  a  lot, 
listened  a  lot,  shit  disturbed  and 
had  a  really  fine  time. 

So  I  felt  fine,  and  I'm  sure  all 
those  people  in  the  conference  room 
who  were  passing  motions  had  a  fine 
time  too.  But  can  I  suggest  some- 
thing for  next  year?   If  we  need  to 
have  a  National  Gay  Conference, 
then  let's  have  one  for  no  reason 
at  all.  Anyone  second  the  motion? 

Jeff  McLaughlin 
Malakwa,  B.C. 


a/Body  Pomtc 
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Indeterminate 
sentence 

This  past  fall  the  Governor  of  Ca- 
lifornia fought  bitterly  to  retain 
the  California  Adult  Authority  (Pa- 
role Board)  and  the  indeterminate 
sentence,  for  a  period  of  one  year, 
to  prove  that  it  could  be  correctly 
administered. 

At  present  there  is  a  young  man, 
supposedly  the  type  of  case  the  in- 
determinate sentence  is  designed  to 
benefit,  who  has  become  the  victim 
of  this  system  and  needs  your  help 
to  get  a  fair  hearing  from  the  Adult 
Authority. 

This  young  man  was  arrested  at  19 
for  rape  and  attempted  rape.  Under 
the  indeterminate  sentence  the  pri- 
son term  is  not  fixed  and  the  date 
of  release  is  based  on  what  the  pri- 
soner accomplishes  and  on  his  deve- 
loping an  understanding  of  why  he 
committed  the  crime. 

The  finding  upon  entering  prison 
was  that  this  young  man's  crime  was 
directly  related  to  a  mental  disor- 
der of  being  unable  to  accept  and 
understand  his  homosexual  desires, 
or  Sexual  Identity  problem.   The  po- 
lice reports  and  trial  records  also 
indicate  this  in  that  he  was  unable 
to  achieve  erection  during  the  com- 
mission of  the  crime.   (It  was  a 
fine  line  they  drew  to  call  the  one 
charge  rape.) 

lie  first  became  involved  in  homo- 
sexual activities  at  age  five,  and 
became  increasingly  involved  as  he 
became  older.   His  mother  understood 
and  accepted  his  behaviour,  while 
his  father  beat  him  for  showing  gay 
traits.   He  was  placed  in  a  long  se- 
ries of  camps,  boys'  homes  and  fos- 
ter homes  for  being  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  his  parents.  While  at  home 
he  would  be  in  continual  trouble, 
yet  while  away  from  home  he  was  sel- 
dom in  any  trouble.  When  he  was  16, 
his  mother  died  and  this  left  only 
his  father  for  him  to  turn  to.  He 
then  began  trying  to  prove  he  was 
not  gay  by  a  long  series  of  'manly' 
acts  including  joining  the  Marines 
and  finally  attempting  rape. 

It  is  the  total  agreement  of  the 
prison  staff  that  the  crimes  were 
the  result  of  a  sexual  identity  pro- 
blem, and  it  is  also  totally  agreed 
by  them  that  he  now  accepts  and  un- 
derstands the  problem,  thus  the  pro- 
blem is  resolved.   In  addition  to 
reaching  this  level  of  understanding, 
he  is  within  a  few  weeks  of  comple- 
ting 4  years  of  high  school  while  in 
prison,  and  has  taken  IS  hours  of 
college  work.   In  addition  he  has 
worked  on  the  creation  of  a  half- 
way house  in  San  Francisco  and  is 
now  working  on  a  second  one  in  Los 
Angeles.   He  has  a  job  offer  for 
January  18,  1976  for  a  training  pro- 
gram to  become  an  assistant  manager 
of  the  L.A.  half-way  house. 

When  he  went  to  the  parole  board 
in  June  everyone  figured  there  would 
be  no  problems.   He  was  seeking  a 
release  date  of  mid-January  76.   Not 
only  did  they  not   grant  him  a  re- 
lease date  to  correspond  with  his 
job  offer;  they  did  not  grant  him  a 
release  date  period... The  same  panel 
of  board  members  then  granted  a  re- 
lease date  to  another  inmate  with 


Sew  bath  in  town?  Nope.   Just  a  window  display  at  Eaton's  College  St.   store 
in  Toronto.  And  right  across  from  the  YMCA.  Hot  so  dumb,   these  oapitaliats. 


all  negative  reports,  several  write- 
ups,  and  no  progress  in  therapy. 

This  is  a  strike  against  every  in- 
mate that  attempts  to  make  progress 
and  become  a  good  citizen.  We  would 
like  to  ask  the  assistance  of  the 
many  people  who  can  grasp  the  seri- 
ousness of  this  type  of  a  system. 
Letters  demanding  a  new  board  hear- 
ing for  Harry  S.  Lieble  BS3731  and 
protesting  this  decision  made  in 
the  name  of  justice  should  be  sent 
to:  Gov.  Brown,  State  Capitol,  Sa- 
cramento, CA  95814,  U.S.A.  Carbon 
copies  should  be  sent  to:  Richard 
A.  Cassetta,  Attorney  at  Law,  1012 
24th  St.,  Sacramento,  CA  95816. 

Your  assistance  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 
Ronald  Rose 
Vacaville,  California 

Throat-ramming 

I  really  appreciated  the  article 
on  throat -ramming  (issue  18);  having 
spent  the  last  five  years  as  a  fair- 
ly adamant  "rammer",  I  understand 
the  intense  need  for  such  activi- 
ties.  But  last  year  I  moved  to  a 
small  town  in  N.W.  Washington  (we 
can  see  Canada  across  the  Straits  1) 
and  most  of  those  activities  ceased. 
My  friend  and  comrade,  who  grew  up 
in  this  town,  tells  me  it's  simply 
my  big-city  chauvinism,  and  that 
Port  Angeles  is  no  more  dangerous 
than  any  of  the  big  cities  where 
I've  "rammed"  before. 

Sure,  I've  gotten  negative  reac- 
tions before,  but  the  two  most  vio- 
lent were  at  most  unexpected  places; 
once  in  Eugene  (Oregon's)  one  Gay 
(7?)  bar  and  once  after  an  anti-war 
demonstration  in  Seattle,  the  attac- 
kers being  supposed  comrades  in  the 
demo. 

But  there's  something  forbidding 
about  being  too  overt  in  Port  Ange- 
les. Even  at  the  local  hip  tavern, 
where  management  encourages  us  to 
drink,  probably  to  make  their  place 
look  even  hipper,  we've  run  into 
definitely  negative  (albeit  not 
violent)  vibes.  And  on  campus  here 
(I'm  taking  an  automotive  mechanics 
2-year  program),  I'm  definitely 
toned  down  --  it  took  me  a  whole 
semester  to  decide  to  wear  very 


small  earrings  to  class! 

And  the  contradictions  --  having 
been  a  fairly  outspoken  "rammer",  I 
feel  it's  somewhat  intellectually 
and  personally  dishonest  to  be  so 
relatively  straight-appearing  in 
town  and  to  go  to  Seattle  and  become 
a  flaming  faggot  again.   If  I  can't 
carry  it  off  in  my  own  town,  I  feel 
as  if  I've  lost  my  right  to  prose- 
lytize for  open  faggotry  wherever  I 
go.  It's  as  if  I'm  starting  over 
from  scratch  again,  back  where  I  was 
at  five  years  ago:  only  going  out 
dancing  if  there's  a  large  group, 
and  even  then,  not  too  often.   Prac- 
tically no  public  displays  of  affec- 
tion. Conservative  dress  (by  fag- 
got standards) . 

As  a  "rammer",  I  always  encouraged 
friends  and  comrades  to  push  the 
limits  that  had  been  set,  feeling 
that  the  more  people  that  did  some- 
thing, the  less  conspicuous  each 
individual  would  be.  And  if  even 
one  of  us  set  a  limit  way  beyond 
where  everyone  else  was  at,  it  would 
then  allow  people  to  be  open  to  a 
smaller  degree  without  bearing  the 
full  brunt  of  open  faggotry,  while 
giving  those  of  us  on  the  very  front 
lines  a  secure  feeling  knowing  that 
there  were  others  behind  us. 

But  where  were  all  those  other 
people  that  should  have  been  behind 
us?  I  found  the  lack  of  positive 
response  from  the  remainder  of  the 
Gay  community  to  be  more  painful  to 
understand  than  the  abuse  heaped  on 
me  by  hets. 
Faygele  Singer 
Port  Angeles,  Washington 
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your  ad  We  reserve  ln«  right  lo  edit  or  refuse  any  ad  You 
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FRIENDS 

WANTED,  young,  sir  eighl -Woking/ 
tang,  maseuine  bt  seruais  lor  Mend 
shipandcasualsex.by  same  Amtnio 
miMtfjn  and  oral  arts,  taming  tnps, 
elc  Ail  reply*  confidential  Wrrto  8o> 
75.  Stn  K,  Toronto 
EDMONTON,  gay  27  uncut  would 
lika  lo  correspond  and  meel  wrrh  oTner 
gay  males  under  age  30  Am  mieres- 
m  everything  eicept  tooiball  on 
end  country  music  Weight  155, 
rioight  5  11"   Am  pleasing  lo  the  eye 

'  nind  Drawer  236 
WHITE  MASCULINE  type  mid  30  9. 
medium  height  and  weight,  seeks 
companion  20  s  to  30' s,  colour  no 
problem  II  you  are  personable,  enjoy 
Itvt  outdoors,  the  arts  and  |us1  living. 
perhaps  we  can  start  something 
Doug,  Orawer  156 

ATTRACTIVE,  intelligent  mature  gay. 
looking  tor  same  Inlo  motorcycles, 
walking,  photography  and  music  Will 
answer  all  letters,  so  reply  even  II 
you're  not  sure  AJ,  Drawer  234 
MALE,  age  30, 6'.  medium build,  con- 
sidered  good-looking,    likes   out    of 


GROUNDED  slightly  rusted  Cougar, 
garaged  for  seven  years  through 
intellectual  puisurts  and  repression, 

profession  aJ.  white,  conservative 
male  eienor  with  dark  tnm.  earth 
coloured  mtenor  wrfh  mild  SAM  teaser 
appointments  currently  making  body 
repairs  Ihrough  premium  fuel  and 
heavy  body  work  lo  my  5  '11 ".  160  It). 
30  year  Ok)  dimensions  AC-DC  bal 
tory  and  generator,  iransmission  and 
headlights  all  in  eicellenl  condition, 
but  unused,  "res  soil  bul  improving 
It  you  are  inierested  in  sharing  your 
head  sian  out  cook)  carry  on  a  neck  lo 
neck  race  wtlhin  a  year,  shanng  luei. 
stereo,  sports  and  parking  accomo- 
dations. II  successful;  are  weli-buill. 
solid,  medium  to  large  frame.  25-35 
years.  body -shop  experienced; 
professional,  conservative,  macho 
white  male  exterior  appearance. 
strong  bul  sansilive  interior  with  mild 
SAM  teaser  appointments;  are  inter- 
ested and 


erage  It 


tlylhg.  pleasant  i 
and  appreciate  lne  nnor  things  inlilo  It 
you  are  a  sincere  like-minded  person, 
aged  24-33  appro  nm  ate  ly.  are 
masculine  looking,  slim  to  medium 
slim,  bul  well  proportioned,  write  John, 
Box  191,  Sin  A.  Wlliowdale,  Oniano  I 

CANADIAN  MALE,  while.  28.  57,  160 
lbs  ,  (Toronto  Bom)  seeks  Mack  wesi 
Indian  or  American  tnend.  28-35,  sex- 
ually versa i lie,  but  would  preler  some- 
one who  Is  aggressive   Please  send 

replies  lo  drawer  237 

MALE.  29.  professional  and  straight 

appearance  wishes  lo  meet  the  same 
lo  age  35  lor  friendship  and  good 

drugs  Discretion  Is  important  io  me. 
ipecled  In  return  tflnterested 
Bo>   563,    Stn     J,    Toronto 

Oniano  M4J  422- _____ 

MATURE  professional  male,  age  32. 
with  StrBighl 
appeal  ante    lor    tnendship    Orawer 

239. 

RADIO- TV  personality  seeks  new 
fnends  lo  25  only  Am  40  years  ot  age. 
easy  going  Interests  are  photo- 
graphy, sports,  music,  travel  Orlen- 
weloome.  also  tape  corres- 

pondents  Answer  all  Mike.  930 
Osoome  Ave  Verdun,  Quebec, 
Canada 


GAY  MALE,  loves  to  meet  country 
music   tans   tor  gel   logethers  with 
things  connected  lo  country  music 
Play   guitar,    bass  and   sing    Have 
ds.  so  lets  get 
together   and  enfoy  country  music. 
Counlry,  Drawer  251      _    _____ 

"he  multilingual, 
seeking  correspondence  with  people 
advertiser),  oon- 
lemplating  retirement  in  1976  in  some 
country  with  the  three  B's  Booze 
Beeches  and  Boys  Age  unimportant. 
must  love  animals  Convention- 
Behavior,  please  Drawer  233. 
MALE  29,  professional  and  straight 
appearance  wishes  to  meet  the  same, 
friendship     Noi 

Discretion  is  important  to  me.  and  can 
be  expected  m  return  11  interested. 
wme  to  Box   7046.   Stn    A.  Toronlo. 

Ont  M5W  1X7 

OTTAWA  GAY:  26.  510".  176  feS. 


lookng  lor  lasting  reUjtionsrtp,  prel- 


GAY  MALE,  40,  SIS'.  140  lbs.  coun- 
try Boy  Quiet  honest  understanding, 
sincere,  straight  appearance  Seeks 
lasting  Inendship  from  fellas  30  lo  45, 
straight  appearance  Ukes  movies, 
m_c.  theatre  outdoors  Not  interes- 
ted m  bars,  baths  Write  soon  Drawer 


MALE,  24  63V  180  _.  receni 
ooaege  grad.  good^ooking  and  look- 
ing pnmarty  for  casual  encounters. 
_v»  prying  r^W-i.Murtb»d__at 


slutty,  who  reads  history  and  econ- 
omics, and  likes  films  and  music, 
would  like  lo  meet  similar  type  'or 
Inendship  Relationship  musi  be  lor 
more  than  |ust  sen,  so  replies  Irom 
above  types  only  please  Drawer  243 
MASCULINE,  young,  responsible 
master  seeks  slaves  IB- 35  Prater 
athletes,  body-builders  or  slaves  with 
light  well  defined  natural  builds.  bul  all 
senous  replies  with  receni  pholo 
answered  Irom  anywhere  Looking  lor 
permanent  live-in  siave(s|  as  well  as 
slaves  tor  occasional  get  together; 
Inlo  discipline,  (sirap,  cane,  whip, 
belts,  chains,  etc  )  and  expect  total 
submission  and  obedience  Your 
limits  respected  Novices  welcome 
Reply  &■■■■  1S3.  Stn  A,  Toronlo, 
Ontario 

ARE  YOU  MY  IDEAL?  Could  there 
possibly  be  my  Ideal?  Wealthy 
businessman  type,  darkish  hair, 
preferably  hairy  body,  30-48  years, 
who  wants  lo  settle  down.  I  am  21 
years,  Oark  hair,  hairy  body,  very 
sincere  and  loving,  looking  tor 
someone  lo  settle  down  with  and 
enjoy  the  good  things  in  life  I  have 
varied  interests,  entertaining  and 
meeting  people,  travelling  ■  am  not 
oul  |usl  for  whal  1  can  get,  but  am 
looking  tor  a  sincere  partner  io  settle 
down  and  keep  home  lor  Please  send 
pholo  I  will  send  pholo  on  reply  Gfyn 
Waterfall.  15  Burbank  Place.  Bams. 
OnL 

MASCULINE,  quiet  guy.  well 
endowed,  mm  30*s,  56'.  150  lbs, 

hairy  body,  seeks  affectionate, 
hairy,  sltm.  clean-shaven  youth. 
preferable  very  boyish  looking,  to  25 
years  for  friendshrp  and  good  limes. 
No  hustlers,  longhalrs,  drugs,  conven- 
tional appearance  and  behavior  only  I 
live  en  Toronto  and  have  no  Inleresi  In 
bars,  drugs  or  social  whirl  I  like  dogs. 
books,  movies,  travel,  body  building 
etc  Am  usually  French  passive' 
Greek  active,  but  can  be  versatile  Will 
answer  all  letters  with  pholo.  Drawer 
249. 


GREEK  PLEASURE  ro_q_pn_i 
imeni  wanted  between  15  and  49 
Must  be  eicep__>  we*  hung  and 
tnleresled  in  talong  eve  o*  greet  rear 
v<i  of  boflom  man  age  45  It  Greek  _ 
your  pkMsure.  Mop  toottno  any  far- 
ther, as  1  nave  ■rhat  you  m  looking 
for  No  drugs  SAM  elc  Phone 
Toronto  964-6770.  Ha 
WANTED  DESPERATELY 
for  long-lasting  comparwrx 
fween  25  and  45  Sue'—* 
porlam  bul  no  S4M  Or  B4D  I  am  25 
a  professional  6'1\  240  lbs  Fat  men 
neeO  friends  too  Am  new  to  gay 
scene  Uke  music,  theatre,  movies, 
d-n-ng,  dancng.  home  Me.  walking 
Only  sincere  need  reply  Drawer  236 
WHITE  MALE,  late  30.  8  .  wed  bultl. 
hairy,  well  endowed,  dark  curry  hair, 
short  beard,  masculine,  idtes  music 
art.  out-of-doors  interested  m  similar 
type  person  No  drugs,  conventional 
appearance  and  behavior  Send 
photo  Pete,  21  Oaxion  Blvd .  Apt  1. 

Toronto.  Ontario  ,  M6C  1L7 

JOIN  I.S.e.A.  the  greal  contact  dub 
lor  gays  across  Canada.  Special 
student  rales,  free  ft  |usl  21  For  free 
tnlormation.  write  Box  142,  Sin  O. 
Toronto.  Ont  M4T  2L9 

LOOKING  FOR  MATURE  male  who 
is  easy  going,  sincere,  farmM.  and 
enpys  theatre  books,  long  wafts,  art. 
quiet  evenings  ai  home,  travel  and 
musk:,  for  Inendship  which  hope- 
fully can  lead  to  a  permaneni  fnend- 
ship  lam38.Cfuiel.  reserved,  ana  am 
looking  for  an  affectionate  Inend, 
primanly.  and  sen.  secondarily  II  you 
are  senousfy  looking  lor  a  lover, 
please  answer  (his  ad  Age  and  looks 
are  not  an  important  lacier   Orawer 

235- 

TORONTO  GAY  MALE.  31.  whrte, 
prolessional,  tali,  slim,  average  good 
looks,  straight  appearance,  wishes  lo 
enlarge  and  diversify  his  orcte  o' 
fnends  My  interests  are  varied  Irom 
sports  and  camping  to  classical  music 
and  chess  Considered  by  fnends  lo 
be  affectionate.  Quiet,  intelligent  witty. 
but  also  easily  flattered  Noi  interes- 
ted in  bars,  baths.  TV.  SM  Would  like 
10  meet  whiles,  orientals  18-30.  pref- 
erably smoolh,  slim,  non  or  light 
smokers,  no  heavy  drugs  Also 
interested  In  meeting  deaf-mutes  All 
responses  acknowledged  and  treated 

with  discretion  Drawer  247 

PROFESSIONAL  while  male,  recent' 
ly  moved  to  Toronto,  27.  5  10'.  155 
lbs  masculine,  mustache,  non- 
smoker,  light  dnnkei.  no  drugs  Seeks 
same,  26-35,  tall,  tnm.  muscular,  tor 
sincere  friendship,  possible  long- last- 
ing relationship  Interests  Include 
travel,  good  food,  music  I  especially 
classical)  theatre,  physical  fitness. 
swimming,  skiing.  Reply  Drawer  248. 
YOUNG.  SENSITIVE  man.  23. 
university _rad,  S'ti  ".  155  lbs  ,  dark 
hair,  blue  eyes,  dose-bearded,  is 
interested  m  meeting  sincere  leilow  to 
sob  30  tor  Inendship ,  and  more  hope- 
fully, a  permaneni  relationship  I 


10*    tvo_ir_         GAY   AND   FEMINIST    I 


HOMES 


MASCULINE      good-toofong      cw«l. 

athletic  student,  58  160  fcs.  seeks 
someone  preferably  another  stu- 
deni      io     sham     central     Toronlo 

Apartment   Drawer  246 

GAY  MALE  COMMUNE  seeks  new 
members    Cooking  and  gay 


CekMveiee  Our  Serve*  Androgynyi 
Alternatives  -  Montr**  Glad  Oay 
Books  •  Toronlo  C_t_ion»  -  Los 
Angetoa]  Oscar  W_»  Now  York 
HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE 
First  gay  book  catalogue  and  check 
tisi  eve.  oubkshedi  1000  plus  items  of 


C_ 


ogaycl 


obv  a 


ligenl,  artistic,  honest  and  faithful 
and  looking  tor  a  Hle-partner  I  enpy 
music  ol  all  types,  art,  movies,  tennis . 
quiet  evenings,  and  long  walks  In  a 
natural  setting.  If  you  are  seriously 
seeking  a  lover  -  answer  this  ad.  All 
replies  acknowledged.  Drawer  210. 
ATTRACTIVE  shy  guy  seeks  buddy 
for  lasting  mutual  friendship  (ideally 
roommate  or  marriage  arrangement) 
Intelligent,  young,  nonhairy  gay  (pref- 
erably very  boytsh  looking  with  high 
I.O.)  Is oesired  My  fescriptjonS'ir  . 
160  lbs.,  good  looks,  youthful, 
nonhairy.  excellent  shape  and  health, 
tikjti  I.O,.  considerate,  honest,  lorth- 
right,  quiet  nonsmoker.  nondnhker, 
nondancer  My  interests  include  all 
inietiigent  modem  subjects  (science 
and  technology  orientation),  studious 
reading,  casual  nature  recreations 
(walong,  btcyefing.  touring,  etc)  and 
wx_fonal  movies,  theatre,  chess, 
eic  Wnte  youi  detailed  description 
and  desires  even  rf  unsure,  then  we 
can  phone  or  meel  or  exchange 
photos  and  explore  prospects  m  3 
friendly  way  Box  204,  EtoMcoke,  Ont 
M9C4V3. 

1+1*4  Male,  38.  imp  classical 
music,  films,  theatre,  etc  wants  to 
meet  good  looking  guys  who  enjoy 
tOUCh.   honest,   raps     I'm  SIT,    160. 


qualified  electronic  and  security  tech- 
nician For  information,  rates  and 
service  calls,  phone  B I  Services, 
collect,  al  (416)695-8271, 10am  to  12 
noon  only,  Mon-Fn  Quality  and  dis- 
cretion guaranteed. 

PART-TIME  WORK  required,  even- 
ings and  weekends  Reliable  psy- 
chotogy  graduate  and  senior  accoun- 
ting student,  age  30.  Senous  calls 
only  Terty,  929-3514,  evenings. 

READING 

GAY   GUIDE   INTERNATIONAL     At 

lastl  "Where  it's  al  -  WORLDWIDE' 
Over  2500  reviews  and  codings  of 
bars,  baths,  parks,  47  in  Montreal 
alone  Guaranteed  S5  Dept  P  Eton 
456,  Cole  St  Luc.  MortnsaJ.  Ca/uuj_ 

GAY  CLUBI  Meet  homy  pals  or 
lovers,  monthly  BULLETIN,  loaded 
with  ads  and  photos,  many  NUDE. 
current  issue  only  SI  00  State  age. 
T.B.C.,    Box    104B,    Oameison,    Ct. 


letter  with  phone  #  Iphotort  possible] 
to  Harry,  171  Hampton  Ave ..  Toronto 
Ontario  M4K2Z1 


RADICAL  AND  FEMINIST  BOOKS 

Write  for  our  catalogue  or  visit  us  at 
our  new  location.  EREWMON 
BOOKS.  10737-95th  Sl.  Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

HOW 

TO  TELL 

WHEN  YOUR 

SUBSCRIPTION 

EXPIRES 

In  the  upper  right  hand  comer  of 
address  label  are  two  num- 
The  Ann  is  the  number  ot  the 

number  of  the  Issue  with  which 
your  subscription  expire*. 

But  why  watt  until  the  last  possible 
moment.  Renew  now  and  be  sure  of 
not  missing  a  single  Issue  of  THE 
BODY  POLITIC. 

Of  course.  If  you  doni  have  a 
subscription  currently.  "*  0  Ilka 
you  to  subscribe.  And  lor  our  part, 
well  throw  In  the  add  resa  label  free 
S_50  second  claaa,  (3.50  first  __■ 


DIVINE  GAY  BROTHERS  AND  SIS- 
TERS: We  are  organizing  a  gay 
spiritual  commune  for  people  ser- 
iously into  meditation,  yoga  mystical 
and  spiritual  space  anyone  interested 
or  knowing  of  established  gay  spiritual 
commune  please  write  Commune. 
Box  1 131 .  Sin   O.  Toronlo  Ont   M4T 

2P4. 

CO-OP  based  on  Gestalt.  TA  and 
social  awareness  exercises  starling  in 
September  also  using  macrobiotics, 
yoga,  martial  arts,  any  other  way  ol 
understanding  and  envying  our  in 
drvxJual  lives  Anyone  interested 
please  contact  Waller  or  Isaac.  $79 
JarvB  St  #2  or  phone  921-7431 
FOREST  HILL  Male  early  20  s. 
furnished  one  bedroom,  lo  share 
same,  and  eventually  to  obtain  2 1 
room  together  SiOO'month  Drawer 
252 

COLLECTIVE  Ol  lour  gay  men  re- 
locating, looking  lor  other  people  to 
share  house  or  apartment  Call 
465-1403  ___________ 

WORK 


f  iCOon  works,  S2  U  S  . 
able  from  first  order  Eiys_i  Fields. 
Booksellers  6I-13BP  Broadway, 
Elmhurst,  N  >  11373 
GAY  BOOKS  Catalogue  ol  565  Mies 
Irom  the  largest  lesftan'gay  liberation 
bookstore  Send  2_  lo  Lambda  Rav- 
ing, "1724,  20th  Sl  NW#B  Washing 
ton,  DC  20009.  USA 
LARGEST  selection  ol  adult  «nd  gay 
books,  magazines  mailed  discreetly  in 
plain  wrap  For  bt-monihly  catalogue. 
wnletoBoi  1313.  Station  A,  Toronto 
NUDE  BOVS  AND  MEN  all  types 
sires  3nd  shapesl  Largest  and  Unost 
selection  of  GAY  FILMS  and  mag- 
azines in  Ihe  worldl  Guaranteed  Can 
adian  delivery  Send  tor  Iree  pholo  il 
lustiaied    catalogues     de    BOEK 

WINKEL     Bo.    218.    Veslerbrogsdo 
208,  1  BOO  COPENHAGEN  Denmark 


LETTERS 

FOR  GAY  PENFR1ENDS  in  England, 
send  name,  address,  age.  details  ol 
youreeJf  andrequiremenis  with  SI  bill 
lo  The  Gaytime  Friendship  Club, 
BCM/ Regency  House,  Red  ' 
Square^Lpndon  WC1,  England. 
t  AM  A  23-YEAR  Old 
straight,  bul  elremely  fond  ot  gays, 
incarcerated  in  Missouri  Slate  Penn 
Things  901  very  lonety  here,  and  id 
love  to  have  someone  io  correspond 
with  Write  to  William  Foster  #21181, 
Missoun  State  Penitentiary.  Box  900, 
Jefferson  City,  Ml.  6510 1_ 
GAY  PRISONER,  chairman  ol  ihe 
National  Gay  Pnsoners  Coalition 
(US),  would  appreciate  letters  from 
other  gays  wnte  to  John  Gibba 
#243841,  PO  Emm  520.  Walla  Walla. 
Washington  99362 


GAY  PENFRIENOS:  Subscription  15 
U.S  yearly,  one  tree  ad.  TEENS  given 
special  consideration  Jack  Harting. 
I3o«86009P,  Honolulu.  Hawaii  9681 5 

OTHER 

ASSUMING  it  were  possible,  would 
you  be  interested  in  helping  io  plan 
and  start  a  new  ofty?  Senousfy  Tom. 
Orawer  245 


bera-T 


YOUNG  GUY  plans  holiday  in  Fort 

Lauderdale  winter  76.  needs  guy  to 
Share  accomodation  Deposit  re- 
quired Wnte  me  (or  more  informa- 
tion Dave.  1 75  Don  Mills  Rd.  #1404 
Toronto  M3C  ISA 

GAY  MAN  WANTED  to  teach  self- 
defence  io  a  group  of  gay  men  Call 
465-4015,  evenings 


YOUNG  GUY  plana  holiday  «i  Fort 
Lauderdale  winter  76.  needs  guy  to 
share  accommedabon  Oepoati  re- 
quired Write  me  for  more  information 
Dave,  715  Don  MaU  Rd  #1404 
Toronlo  M3C  IS*. 


WINNIPEG  -  Be  sure  to  DM  The 
Office  Bath,  an  inomale  relaxation 
stuck)  tor  men,  1060  Mam  9 
Prime  589-6133 


X/Boety  Politic 


COMrHIJNIIV  PAGI 


ST  JOHN'S 

CANADIAN  HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 
Of  NEWFOUNDLAND 
601613.  GPO 

St   John's   Newfoundland  AlC  5K8 

HALIFAX 

GAY  ALLIANCE  FOR  EQUALITY 
801  161,  Armdale  Sin 
Halifax.  Nova  Scoiia  B3L  4G9 
(902)  422-7444  (Helpline) 

FREDERICTON 

GAY  FRIENDS 
PO  Box  442.  Stn  A 
Fredertcton,  New  Brunswick 
(506)  455-4787 

QUEBEC 

SERVICE  d'ENTRAIDE  POUR 

HOMOPHILES  A  QUEBEC 

264  rue  de  Franoscalns 

BP  596,    Haule   vllle   (Mailing  Address) 

Quebec,  Quebec  G1R  4R8 

(418)524-8344 


283  rue  de  Frandscalns 
BP  596.  Haute  Vllle 
Quebec.  PQGlR  4R8 
(418)  525-4997 


MONTREAL 

ASSOCIATION  HOMOPHILE  DE 

MONTREAL/GAY  MONTREAL 

ASSOCIATION 

3425  Peel  St..  #6 

Montreal,  PQ 

(514)288-1101 

CENTRE  HOMOPHILE  URBAIN 
OE  MONTREAL 
5223  Rue  St  Denis 
Montreal.  Quebec  H2J  2M1 

(514)279-5381 

LABYRIS  MONTREAL 
4391  Laval  Si 
Montreal,  Quebec 
(514)  843-3329 

SLIGHTLY   OLDER    LESBIANS   (SOL) 

3595  Rue  St  Urbalne 
(514)  842-1066 

GROUPE  HOMOSEXUEL  d' ACTION 

POLITIQUE 

CP  153,  Place  d'Armes  Stn 

Montreal.  PQ 

EGLISE  COMMUNAUTAIRE  DE 
MONTREAL  ST-JEAN  BAPT1STE 
CP  610,  Succursale  NOG 
Montreal.  Quebec  H3A  1X9 

NEW  WOMAN  CENTRE 
1210  Greene  Ave. 
Westmount,  Quebec  H3Z  2A3 

GAY  JEWISH  DISCUSSION  GROUP 
2308  Beaconsfield 
Montreal,  Quebec 
(514)  467-6866 


OTTAWA 


GAYS  OTTAWA 

160  Chapel  St  #601 

Box  2919,  Stn  D  (Mailing  Address) 

Ottawa,  OntanoKIP  5W9 

(613)238-1717 

OTTAWA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
581  O'Connor  St 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1S  3R1 

METROPOLIAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

254  Cooper  St  #11 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K2P  0G4 


KINGSTON 

KINGSTON  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
346' 7  Pnncess  St 
Kingston,  Ontario  K7L  1B6 


QUEEN'S  UNfVERSrTY 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOC 
Student  Affairs  Centre 
Queen  s  Unrvervty 
Kingston.  Ontario 


HAMILTON 

HAMILTON-McMASTER      HOMOPHILE 

ASSOCIATION 

Box  44,  Stn  8 

Hamilton,  Ontano  L8L  7T7 


GUELPH 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GUELPH 
HOMOPHILE  ASSOCIATION 

University  Centre,  Rm  221 
University  ol  Guelph 
Guelph,  Ontario 
(519)  824-4140.  ex  8575 


TORONTO 

GAY  ALLIANCE  AT  YORK 

CYSF,  CS  105 

York  University 

4700  Keele  SL 

Downs  view,  Ontario  MjJ  1P3 

GAY  ALLIANCE   TOWARD  EQUALITY 

193  Carlton  St 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSA  2M6 

(416)  961-9389 


WOMEN'S  INFORMATION  CENTRE 
Box  189,  Stn.  A 
Toronto,  Ontano 

AMAZON  PRESS 

121  Avenue  Rd 
Toronto,  Ontano 
(416)  922-8726 

AMAZON  BOOKSHOP 
85  Harbord  St 
Toronto.  Ontario 
(416)  922-8744 

COMMUNITY  HOMOPHILE 
ASSOCIATION 

OF  TORONTO 

199  Church  St  (2nd  floor) 
Toronto,  Ontano  M5R  1Z1 
(416)  862-1544 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

20  Trinity  Square 
Toronto.  Ontano  M5G  1Bl 
(416)  364-9799 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAY  CAUCUS 
c/o  Elgin  Blair 
Box  6248.  Stn-  A 
Toronto.  Ontano  M5W  1P6 

DIGNITY 

Box  249  Stn.  E 

Toronto,  Ontario  M6H  4E2 

ANIK 

Box  841.  Stn.  K 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4P  2A2 
(416)  486-0563 


KITCHENER  & 
WATERLOO 

WOMAN'S  PLACE 

25  Dupont  St 

Waterloo,  Ontano  N2J  2G8 

(519)744-7011 

WATERLOO  UNIVERSITIES  GAY 
LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

Federation  ot  Students 
University  ol  Waterloo 
Waterloo,  Ontano  N2L  3G1 
(519)885-1211  ex  2372 


WINDSOR 

WOMEN'S  PLACE 
327  Ouellette  Avenue  #202 
Windsor,  Ontano  N9A  4J1 
(519)  252-0244 


WINDSOR  GAY  UNITY 
Box  2.  Sandwich  Stn 
Windsor,  Ontano  N9C  3Y6 
15191  254-2921,  256-2927. 
or  254-9494 


LONDON 

HOMOPHILE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
LONDON.  ONTARIO 
649  Cotborne  Si 
London.  Ontano  N6A  322 
(519)  433-3762 


THUNDER  BAY 

NORTHERN  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
132  North  Archibald  St 
Box  314,  Stn.  F  (Mailing  Address) 
Thunder  Bay.  Ontario  P7C  4V9 
(807)  622-3989 

WINNIPEG 

A  WOMAN'S  PLACE 
143  Walnut  St. 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3G  1P2 
(204)  786-4581 

GAYS  FOR  EQUALITY 

Box  27.  UMSU 
University  ol  Manitoba 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3T  2N2 
(204)  474-8216 


SASKATOON 

SASKATOON  GAY  COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 

124A  2nd  Ave   North 

Box  1662  (Mailing  Address) 

Saskatoon.  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

(206)  652-0972 

SASKATOON  LESBIAN  FEMINISTS 
124A  2nd  Ave  North 
Box  1662  (Mailing  Address) 
Saskatoon.  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 


REGINA 

ATHOPOS  FELLOWSHIP  SOCIETY 

ODYSSEY  CLUB" 

80x3414 

Regina,  Saskatchewan  S4P  3J8 

(106)  522-7374 

CALGARY 

GAY  INFORMATION  AND  RESOURCES 
#2i12A8thAve  S.E. 
Calgary.  Alberta 


EDMONTON 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD  EQUALITY 

>-  109th  St 
Box  1852  (Mailing  Address) 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
(403)  433-8160 

CLUB  70* 
10242  -  106th  SL 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
(403)  423-5051 

VANCOUVER 

GAY  ALLIANCE  TOWARD  EQUALITY 
2146  Yew  St 
Vancouver,  BC  V6K  3G7 
(604)  255-7820 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  UBC 
Box  9,  Student  Union  BkJg 
University  ol  British  Columbia 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V6T  1W5 

GAY  PEOPLE  OF  SIMON  FRASER 

c/o  Student  Society 

Simon  Fraser  University 

Bumeby.  B.C. 

(604)  291-3270.  987-8087 


BC       FEDERATION 
LESBIAN  CAUCUS 
918  East  8th  Ave,  #205 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V5T  1T8 


OF       WOMEN 


SOCIETY   FOR   EDUCATION,    ACTION. 

RESEARCH    AND    COUNSELLING     IN 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

Box  48903,  BentaH  Centre 

Vancouver.  BC 

VICTORIA 

VICTORIA  WOMEN'S  CENTRE 
552  Pandora  St 
Victoria.  B.C 

(604)385-3843 


NATIONAL/ 
REGIONAL 

CANADIAN  GAY  ARCHIVES 
Box  7289,  Stn  A 
Toronto,  Ontano  M5W  1X9 
(416)961-9389 


COMMITTEE  TO  DEFEND 
JOHN  DAMIEN 
Box  117.  Stn.  V 
Toronto,  Ontano  M6R  3A4 

COALITION  FOR  GAY  RIGHTS 

IN  ONTARIO 

193  Carlton  St. 

Toronto.  Ontano  MSA  2K7 

(416)961-9389 


PUBLICATIONS 

THE  BODY  POLITIC 
Box  7289,  Stn.  A 
Toronto.  Ontano  MSW  1X9 

LONG  TIME  COMING 

Canadian   Lesbian   Feminist   Newspaper 

Box  218,  Sin.  E 

Montreal.  Quebec  H2T  3A7 

Sub:  $5/yr. 

GAY  TIDE 

2146  Yew  St. 
Vancouver,  B.C, 
Sub:  $2/6  Issues 

GAY  TIMES 

Box  36.  Stn.  C 
Montreal,  Quebec 
Sub:  S3/10  Issues 

THE  GAY— ZETTE 

Box  694,  Stn.  V 
Montreal,  Quebec 

GAY  RISING 
Box  124.  Stn.  V 
Toronto.  Ontario 
Sub:  $2/10  Issues 

GAY  WEST 

Box  1662 

Saskatoon.  Saskatchewan  S7K  3R8 

Sub:  Si  50/6  Issues 


LE  GAI  QUEBEC 
CP161 

Pointe-aux -Trembles,  PQ 
S6/yr. 

PEDESTAL 

Lesbian- Fern  mist  newspaper 
6854  Inverness 
Vancouver.  B.C. 


Want  to  be  listed?  Send  information 
about  your  group  to:  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn.  A.  Toronto, 
OrrL  M5W  1X9 
Be  sure  to  notify  us  of  any  change  in 
Information  listed  on  the  Commun- 
ity Page. 


('Nonprofit  coocerttlv*  »oci»l  club) 


F 


Symptom:  unopened  wallet 
Diagnosis:  uncommitted  money 
Prescription:  Subscription 


Body  Politic 


Gay  Liberation  Journal 


Six  issues  a  year,  $2.50  for  second  class  mail  ($4.00 
U.S.).  Add  $1.00  per  year  for  first  class  mail  (plain 
envelope).  Make  cheque  or  money  order  payable  to 
The  Body  Politic. 

Back  issues  are  also  available  for  $.50  ($.75  U.S.) 


Please  specify  the  numbers  of  the  issues  you  want 

Begin  my 

subscription  with  number_ 


Mail  to:  The  Body 

Politic,  P.O.  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
M5W1X9. 


Name  _ 
Address 


